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,00 ON gftcr the Bfft c4itjon was publiflicd'm 
^^Jrdand, UiqfolIowUigktter appeared in Faulk- 
ner s Jouroal ; the. writer yaknown. 

To.Mr* A«it.AHAJ« Bi(ADL£y, EoaUeller, 

srnL, 

T H'AVJg, rpgd. the J Penes, of jpeuers .between 
-■' H«N|ir And.F&A^^s, lately puhlilhed at your 
fliop, apd havQ pcyer met with any thing in the 
literary way whi(;h s^nu^ed or entertained me (& 
much* Wiho^vty i^ f;?u^^blQ of forming any judg- 
ment v^fW .W|itiag» mpft yquiefce in the title of 
their bei&g Q9Mm.«£ i for tho* there are many 
fubjeAa treated pfjo tbiscplie^lion, which are pot 
the. proper, bnfinfifs of Ipve^?, yet there is appa- 
rently the &me Aile,.[fpiritvand gallautry running 
thro* the whole. I never read .higher love-letters 
in my life» .witbput the t)ombaft .of romance, or 
the levky.of niwel ; they are compofed of the n^oft 
clegiiQ^ foAdoefs, lively wit, jull fenfe, refined 
mocaU and ii^enipu^ critlcifm ; all ^vhich addrefs 
is neither of life or ufage in modern amour ; but 
this.pair. cf polite. ^jod Mppy lovers feem to have 
nfed their paffions as they were defigned by I^ro- 
vidence, to infpirit their reafon, and to a6)uate 
their moral, not tQ fubiefi t)iefe to their arbitrary 
doQiinion« I do not know the authors, and have 
therefore no other method of conveying my fenti- 
ment and approbation of their writings, but by 
directing this letter to you. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

T. B. 
A 2 
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'Tp H E followlag criticifm was fcnt to . H e n & r 
•* by a friend of his. It was wrote by a clcrgy- 
.maa cMf tafte aod literature, to whom be had lent 
the hooks^ and defired his opinion of them. 

I have read the Letters of Henry and Frances 
with pleafare and improvement. They have all 
the Naivete which recommends . prioc^ally that 
kind of writings and. which is wanting to Pliny, 
Balzac, and Voitnre. .They have oeK)re wit and 
moral than thofe and Tully taken all together. 
They have indeed more faults ; are more incorreft 
.than any of them; whidh makes them carry the 
^rue air of originals, which they certainly are. 
They both write the EngiMh Laogaiige in dts 
grieateft purity ; (hall I fay fiie cxcells in exprefGon, 
wit, and fpirit? Partiality to the Tex, who beat us 
all to nothing in converfatioa and letter-writiag, 
may incline me to judge fo : poffibly a woman of 
tafle and fenfe may prefer his. Her * reply to an 
unbecoming one of his, (not in the collection) is 
a mafter- piece of good fenfe^ virtue, wit, fpirit 
and language. Abelard corrupted his pupil, /Aie 
reforms her preceptor. The truth is, I admire 
this colkiflion, becaufe they are real letters, wrote 
ex re naia^ by an unafTefted, feniiblc aad .witty 
pw. 

-* Letters Uv« and Iv. 



H E N R 

T O T H E 

EDIT O R. 

* S I R, 

ISE N D you by the bearer a Colledion^ 
of the Letters, which you complimented 
us fo much upon, when you were laft at 
myhoufe-, you (hould have had them before 
this, but my clerk had not finiihed them till 
yefterday. I fhould have ftiled him fecretary^ . 
for the greater, air of the thing. 

You will find feveral chafms in the ferics 
of our correfpondence, occafioned by our 
deftroying, on both fides, all the letters 
which related to private hiftory, or private 
bufinefs ^ except a few which contained Ibme 
moral or other fentiment; and, in general, 
we neither of us preferved any of the other's 
letters, which we did not think might be an 
entertainment to us to read over again, at 
fome other time, which was a manner I par- 
ticularly have very often employed myfelf . 
i^ ; for whenever I found my refolution 

* This letter is In the firft editioo. 

A 3 ftagger. 



vi HENRY to the EDITOR. 

dagger, "with regard to owr marriage, or 
was offended at any of her letters, which 
betrayed impatience, paprice, or fufpicion 
of my love, I ufed to take out a parcel from 
this coUeftion, fometimes more or lefs, ac- 
cording to the dilbrder in my aflfeftion, and 
fo read away till I had fwallowed the ^antum 
ftij^dt^ to reftore the full health of my at- 
tachment to her. 

And indeed it would amufe you greatly 
to hear the many ingenious arts I have made 
ulib of, for the fitft two or three years of bur 
loves, to preferve my conilancy towards her •, 
and I have actually, feveral times, by the 
nieer force of contemplation, worked myfelf 
irMTO fuch an enthufi«fm about her know- 
ledge, genius, /and underftanding, that, as. 
you will cafually obferve, in going through 
this coiledtion, I have wrote Latin, philb- 
fophy, and metaphyGcs to her, during the 
paroxisms of the fit; by which uncommon 
proceeding, as I fay in another place, * " I 
**•. reafoned myfelf into a real paffionfor her." 
-r- 1 will cell you why^— in truth I could 
never have thp leaft enjoyment of life, with- 
out the fwe?r indulgence of fond aflfeclions. 
All the pleaftires of fenfc, the beauties of 
h-ature, and the pomp of grandeur, to me 
are taftelefs, as to a lick mao; without a 

♦ Vid, the envelope of his will, 2 J par. letter 
ccUxxiii. 

certain 
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certain tendcrne($ of featiment^ a fomething, 
which, as Perfius expreffes it, circum pr<e- 
cordia luditf and gives a rell(h to them all. 
I had quitted an engagement of this fort, 
about a. year before I entered into this, 
becaufe there were feveral reafons which 
made it highly improper to continue in it; 
and you cannot conceive whit a wretched 
vacuum of life I paffed during that interval. 

f " I rather pafled than fpent the day," 
before I could find out any perfon whofe 
fenfe or tafte was agreeable enough to fix 
my attachments* I led an unfatisfaftory^ 
vague, diffipated kind of life, during this 
interregnum j my paflions and affeftions all- 
in perfeft ajiarchy, and, like the frogs, 

petitioning fyr a king : my minxi was Hftkfi, 

and my time fauntered away without any 
rule prefcribcd, or purpofed end: at laftj 
like the worn-out fimile of the Patriarch's 
dove, I found a refting-place, and grew 
timorous of hazarding again a. flight back 
into the troubled ocean of life. 

Many of the letters are mifplaced, for 
want of dates, and even thofe which have- 
theni) the emanuenfis has contrived to render 
obfcure, mcerly by Jiis regularity; for as 
we corrcfponded for feveral years, three times 
a week, without intermiffion, by copyings 

-f? Vtd. letter Ixiv. 2d line. 

A 4, the 



viii HENRY to the EDITOR. 

the letters, according to their dates, he has 
introduced this confufion, that he has placed 
a letter from Frances, {jjppofe, becaufe it 
was dated, for inftance, the fourth of the 
month immediately fucceeding the date of 
one of mine, fuppofe of the fccond or third ; 
whereas, he Ihould have gone on to one 
of hei-'s dated the fixth ; for by not allowing^ 
the interval of a poft, the. latter could not 
be ananfwer to the former-, fo that by tak- 
ing them fucceffively, rather than alternately, 
he has made fcveral of them appear like a^ 
game of crofs purpofes, where the anfwer 
never correfponds with the queftion, except 
it be by chance. 

However,. I have endeavoured to fet thelc 
matters right, as well as I could, by num* 
bering the letters, wliich you are to attend 
to folely, and not to the pages ; but, doubt- 
Itfs, feveral miftakes have dipt my attention,, 
which I muft leave to your own obfervatioa 
to correft. 

In return for all this trouble, which I 
have taken on your account, I hope for your 
critical indulgence, while you read over 
thefe hafty and incorred pieces, wrote in the 
hurry of an omnipoft correfpondence, many 
of them in the midft of bufinefs, or com- 
pany, and feveral in the height of ficknefi, 
or in the intervals of whift j " JUter enim 

** JcribimuSy 



HENRY to the EDITOR, ix 

*^ fcrihimusj quod eos folos qtdhus tnittimus^ 
" aliter quod muUos kSluros ^utamus** • 

• 

If I had taken the pains of copying out 
diefc letters myfelf, I could probably have 
put many of them in a better drefs, and 
letter -f* ccxxxvii I {hould have left out in- 
tirely, becaufe 1 have fince been informed, 
that the natural principle, which I prefumed 
upon in that letter, about the increafe of 
matter, is falfe ; but I (hall let it go along 
with feveral others, which I think not worth 
reading, becaufe the omiflion of them might 
break in upon the thread of the corn fpon-* 
dence, and becaufe I promifed to fend you, 
hondfide^ every letter which had been pre- 
ferved ; and this I take to be the belt way of 
dealing with a friend, to throw ourfelves on . 
his mercy, for the whole of our fault, rather 
than make a partial palliation by fecretin^ 
any part of it. 

I fend you the originals, along:^th the - 
copy, that you may compare them together, . 
which I confefs I was too lazy to do ; but 
ihould be pleafed if any one clfe. would take. 
the trouble of. . 

There are four letters in this colledion, . 
and but four, which Jiave been -wrote -to 

• Cic. Ep. ' 

\ This u cxcii^ in this edition. 



X HENRY to the EDITOR. 

three different perfons, letters * clxxxvii, 
cxc, cxcij, cxciii ; for having occaflon to 
write to thofc perfons upon the lame fubjefls, 
the fame chain of thought and reafoning 
naturally occurred -, but, as they were wrote 
originally to Fanny, I thought they had a 
right to take their places in the courfe of 
this colleAion, 

Adieu ! 

HENRY. 



* In this edition thefe leiten are ccir. ccvii. ccix*' 
ait4 [he fourth ii not iiiTcnnl. 



E HIT O BL 

T O T H E; 

? U R L I C K. 

* TT HER E prcfent you with a genuine; 
I correfpondcnce,, which paflcd for fe* 
•*• veral y^rs, between a.gendemw and: 
lady of the ki,Dgdom» of Ireland ^ though the 
fcene has been laid: in. England, by the 
authors, when the firft copy was made our^ 
as they defigned. to. keep thcmfelves unr 
known,, for reafons which may be colle<fled« 
from, fome parts of this addreis, and feveral 
paflages, in; their letteiis.. 

I endfeavoured'to prevail' on the parries tO' 
take the trouble of digefting this colleftiont 
into a more regular ferics than: they are, at 
prefent, offered, to^you in; but the various 
bufinefs and< family concerns which they are 
engaged in, in. the: country^ would, not afford : 

f This letter is m the M edition, 

A 6. ^em 



xii The EDITOR 

them leifure: and, indeed, there fcems to- 
obtain, in them both, a certain indolence of 
mind, proceeding from a philofophic ae- 
quiefcence in their verjr narrow fortunes,, 
which would prevent cither of them from 
giving themfelves fa muclt trouble as a tafk.. 
of this kind might require. 

But though they wouki not eondefcend to-^ 
l)e compikcs, even of their own works,., I 
was in hopes that they might be prevailcd. 
upon to undertake a work of genius, by; 
filling up the chafms, which appear toa 
often, in the courfe of thefe writings : but 
this too they refufed me, from a certain 
ingenuoufneft in their natures, which pro. 
ceedcd fo far^ tha^ though there were ^ 
good number of entertaining letters wrote, 
fince the laft of. thefe, yet they would not 
fofFer them to be inferted, becaufe they were 
written fince the firft defign of publifhiiig 
this coUeftion •, which, however^ was not 
any thought of theirs, during the. whole 
courfe of their correfpondence, but hinted, 
to them by Lady O , fo often men- 
tioned, with honour* due, in thefe letters^ 

and who promifed to prevail on Lord O ^ 

a nobleman of diftinguiflied fenfe, learnings 
and claflical taile, and who has funk many 
eminent titles of both kingdoms^ in the 

9 private 
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private character of the man, * to revifc and 
correft them for the prefs ;. but as higher 
avocations have prevented the m from aj^ 
pearing bdforethe puhlick with that honour 
and advantage,- I have obtained leave,, after ' 
a twelvemonth's follicitation, to difpofe oi 
Uiem after what manner I.pleafe.. 

But I have beea fo jgff to^^ tBs authors, 
and to the public too, that I have not left 
out even the moft trifling letter, which came 
to my hands ; my defign being not merely 
to give you a colledion of letters, but to 
grcfent you with the genuine piftures of two 
perfons,^ whofe fenfe; wit, and' univerfal 
benevolence do well intitle them to the 

public elleem, but their charaders are 

better defcribed by their own writings, than 
by any thing I can fay to recommend them, 
for which reafon I have not attempted to 
make a fingle alteration, nor, upon com- 
paring thefe letters with the originals, which 
were fent me along with the copy, do I find 
there has been any alteration made, except 
the changing of one word for another, 
, fhifting the fcene, as I hinted in the begin- 
ning, and the leaving out whole paragraphs, 
which related, as Henry has exprefled it in 

• By the rule of Mint majus^ 

the 



xiv TRt EDITOR 

the foregoing letter, to private hiftory, or 
private hulinefs. 

The editor of St. Evremond'fi works Ipeak^ 
as follows, in part of his preface to the third. 
Yolume. " One of the objeftions made to 
*' this author is that odd medley of ferious; 
•^ and comical, of grave matters and trifles^ 
** which is to be met with in his writings. 
** Would it not have been fuificient, fay 
•' certain auftere and difficult perfons, to^ 
^^ have made a collcftion of all that is good 
*' and folid? why was not every thing left. 
^* out, that is not only ufclcfs but waggilh f: 

" Thofe people who would have us apply 
•^* ourfelves only to ufeful ftudies, ought, to* 
^ confider, that our author is not adoftor^ 
who writes, to inftruft and dogmatize, 
and that he is not a man engaged by his 
profeflion to give the public an account 
** of his time and ftudies. He is a gentle- 
man, who having much leifure^ feeks. 
how to pafs away the time agreeably; who- 
writes fomctimes on one futgeft, fome-. 
** times on another, only for his own amufe- 
4^ ment. He is a man of wit, who propofes 
** to divert himfelf as well as certain pcrlons 
l^ with whom he converfes : it would moft 

^ certainly 
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certainly be unjuft m judge of him with 
too much rigour, and the injufticc would 
<* be yet greater, to oblige thofe, who 
«* publilh his works, to fupprefs all fuciv 
•* as are purely diverting.** 

So much, by way of apology, both for 
my authors and myfelf •, for I think the 
above quotation is applicable, through the 
whole, to our cafe.. 

As to the chafms, T catinot barely fay, 
Nomulla defunt^ but Hiatus valdi defiendi\ 
and when I declared my defign of publifh- 
ing, and applied a fecond time to have the 
chain connected, I was told by Henry, tliat 
he did not think k fair dealing with the 
publick ; befides, he thought they appeared, 
at prefent, more genuine than a complete 
fuite of. letters would do •, and farther faid, 
that if the regular feries had been prelerved 
from the beginning/ he would take an hand- 
ful here and there at random, and throw 
them into the fire, left it might be fufpedted 
that they were wrote, or preferved, with a 
defign of publilhing, as he was- humble 
enough to think that they could have but 
very little merit in this view: in allufion to 
which, he told me a ftory of a certain lady, 
who, upon reading over a letter flie had 
2 - wrote 
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wrote about bufinefs, to a gentleman, and 
thinking it too orthographical for a woman, 
added an (e) to the ende of feveral wordfe, 
lefte it fhould bee fufpedcd that fhc had 
Ipelte by the aid of a didlionaryc. 

This whim of his, which however may 
be juftified from a thorough knowledge of 
mankind, puts me in mind of the virtuofo 
tafte for mutilated ftatucs, and time-eaten 
coins, where the parts which remain rife in 
value,* in proportion to thofe which arc loft ; 
or to the Dutch device of burning half their 
fpices, in order to inhance the price of the? 
reft. 

But I was at length of- opinion with hirifi,- 
in not framing any letters to fupply the 
chafms, , becaufe.- it . would, as he obferved, 
be difingenuous to give, the public any thing 
in this coUeftion, which was not original- 
therefore I Jiave not, as I faid before, even, 
taken the liberty, which the authors paid, 
me the high compliment of indulging mc. 
in, of altering any one fentencf, which I 
thought might be better expreflfed; or dif-. 
placing any argument which I prefumed. 
might, perhaps, be put in a ftronger light \ . 
for certainly any perfon, of a curious tafte, . 

would rather fee. the original text, though 

iacorrcft^ 
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incorre&j than read all the Bentien Emen^ 
iaiiofies. 

Ebwcvcr, I have thrown in a note, here 
and there, to explain the occafion upon which 
fome of the letters were wrote, and to clear 
up* fome particular paflages or alluGons^ 
which might not^. perhaps, be intelligible 
to- every reader :. I have alfo arranged the 
letters according to the numbers, which 
arc prefcribed in the foregoing letter, and 
thefe are all the merits which 1 claim to my- 
felf, except the publication, in the courfe ot 
the following coUe^tiom. 

• 

As I know nothing of the lady, but froin^ 
her wcitings, 1 am not enabled to give any 

particular account, of her private hiflory,^ 
cxfiept that fhe is of a. gentleman's family, 
•and had a very genteel education, but waS 
left, very young, without a father, and with- 
out a fortune. She is — but Henry himfclf. 
ivill better tell you what fhe is j and makings. 
poetical allowances for the hyperbole of his 
warm manner^ of exprelTing himfelf in her 
favour^ I do not think he has at all exagge-- 
rated her praife: and if his writings do not 
fafficiently defcribe her worth, I could fup- 
ply their deficiency to the entire fatisfaftion^ 
q£ tjie work], if I was at liberty to tell them* 

who^ 
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wTio Lady O is, and that- Ihe received 

her early into her matronage and friendfhip, 
from no other tie or attachment, but the 
goodnefs of her charader, and the excellency 
of her underftanding. 

Henry is a perfon of as good a family as 
any in this kingdom, whofc patrimony was 
formerly looked upon to be very confide* 
rable ; but lofles and misfortunes in his 
family have reduced his fortunes to a very 
nioderate competence at prefcnt* 

His education was unfortunately neg^i^ 
Icfted, notwithftanding the early and con- 
tinued fair omens he always gave of the 
happy iflue, which- might have been cx- 
pefted from it : while he was very young he 
cflayed his genius in poetry, and wrote fe- 
veral things, which I have been told were 

furprizing for one of his years and untutored 
mind. 

He kept copies of them for fcvcral years^ 
as he told me himfelf; till finding himfelf 
bereft at kft, of all hope of an education, 
fcarned and polite enough to introduce him. 
to Apollo's court, he threw them into the 
fire, and applied his mind to graver ftudies, 
%ing, after his lively manner. That a bad 

ftioc- maker 
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fhoe-maker ^vas preferable to a bad poet* 
for that it was better to coble for bread, 
than coble to ftarve. 

Being at length left upon the world at 

large, he had fobriety and addrefs enough 
to introduce himfelf, by degrees, into the 
genteeleft and moft reputable company, but 
gfew foon weary of the allive idlenefsy as he 
termed it, of a city life, and retired upon a 
vifit, to a near relation in the country, where 
he pafled feveral years' in reading, teaching 
himfelf French, and ftudying hufbandry 
philofophically : then he engaged himfelf in 
a farm and the linen manufafture, in the 
management of which, and reading, he has 
employed himfelf for feveral years pad, and 
where we Ihall now take our leave of him 
for the prefent. 

His acquaintance with Frances was acci- 
dental, and commenced, on his part, as an 
affair of gallantry, but finding no probability 
of fuccefs, and being enamoured with her 
writings, converfation, and charafter, became, 
at laft,- a real and honourable lover, but de- 
clined matrimony for feveral years, as (he 
had no fortune, and his expedations from 
his father were much larger than they are 
likely to turn out : to which, confideration 

you 
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you may add his other rdations and friends,, 
whole intereft he had great profpe6i:s fromv 
though it is probable he may, as- be has^ 
hitherto been, be deceived in thefe too. 

At leagth they married,* and it would not. 
be.amifs.if the reader, before he proceeded^ 
fhould turn over to letter cclxxxv, where he 
will find the nobleft ^nd moft rational argUr 
mcnts^ given for taking this ftep, that ever 
juftified arn a6tion, which the world might, 
deem imprudent ; and if the deHgn of thi&. 
publication was merely to (lamp- a character 
for my friend, I need only to print that paper > 
tohispraife: but as I am certain that the. 
public will receive a very agreeable and. 
improving entertainment from the whole, 
collection, I fhall detain them no longer. 
from the perufal of them, than while I fub- 
fcribe myfelf; tb«ir unknown humble fervant 

The EDITOR. 
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To the Biglit Rcvereifd 

-Lord Bifhqpof Clogher* 

My Lokdj 

YO U will doubtldTs be furprized at 
an addrefs from a man who de- 
clares himfelf.a'ifaranger to you, 
and to whom even jour perfon is im- 
•known, 

I acknowledge, indeed, that I have 
been particularly converfant in your 
lordfliip's writings, but contrary to the 
ufual tenor of dedications, I mean not to 
confer honour on you, but on myfelf, by 
declaring my approbation and efleem ia 
general, of all your works* 

And yet this is not the cpniideration, 
which has induced me to place thefe 
papers under your patronage ; but Hen- 
ry has often, in private converfation 
with me, raifed your lordihip's charaAer 

higher 
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« 

higher in my opinion, than the beft 
writings can do, as 

^* One moral or a. mecr wetl-natur^d deed^ 
** Does all defert infciences exceed.^ 

And it is owing purely to fuch hints 
as thefe, that I have been prompted to 
borrow your name to ulher a work 
to the world, which is remarkable, a- 
mong other excellencies, for humanityt 
charity, and univerfal love. — ^I 4tfn with 
great refpeft. 

My Lord, 

Your moft humble and 

moft obedient fervant. 

The EDITOR. 
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To the SECOND EDITION. . 



To MY SEX. 

WITH what awe muft I appear 
before io auguft an aflembly, 
at whofe tribunal the gfeateft 
potentates, with all the earthly powers 
that be, are wont to- kneel ? You were 
born -to. dominion; they but ufurp a 
throne : Beauty is natural empire ; go- 
vernment but artificial : Beauty is royal- 
ty "witboujt force : Kings are eftablifhed 
by Ytoknce ; Beauty is the true right 
^ivinej and every other power but of 

human 
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human injiitution. In a word, you reign 
o'er thofe who rule the world befides. 

It is yi^ur charms, virtue and deco- 
rum, which infpire mens hearts, refine 
dieir minds, and polifli their manners, 
who, like favages, mulj: firft be rendered 
(laves before they can be reclaimed. 

" To beauty's fierce, tyrannick fway, 
" All mankind their homage pay ; 
« But foon, alas ! its power decays, 

" A ftrong, but lhort-liv*d blaze. 
" While wit and virtue ftill maintain 
« A.n uncontefted, lading reign." 

Here the galant poet attributes three 
of the higheft perfedions of human 
nature to you, while the generality of 
our lordly rulers allow you but the firft; 
the fecond they partially challenge as 
their fole prerogative ; and with regard 

to 
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to the thxrdy thty often employ .all their 
art and addrefs to iiak us to a level with 
tjhetnjfelves. 

La ^ruyere fays, f* By what laws, 
•* edids, or decrees are -women prohi- 

•* bitedirom opening their eyes, from 
** reading, from retaining what they 
•* read, or irom giving «n account of 
•* it, either in their converfation, or 
•* their writing ?'* He imputes the Scar- 
city of female produftions to the nar- 
rownefs of our education, or to the 
world's having placed ^iour chief merit 
in heauty. To ^hich I fhall beg le^ve 
to addanother bar, .as-^e£tual as eidier 
of thcfe ; nimely the natural modefty 
and timidity of our Sex : But .as this 
aflertion may be doubted, becaufe it 
comes from a woman, who may be 

h fuf- 
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fufpe£ted of having marclied a volunteer 
into print, I fhall take this opportunity 
of vindicating myfelf from fuch an im- 

putadon, by giving here an extrad: from 
a letter I wrote, fome time fince to a 
truly worthy * lady of diftindion, when 
the firft thoughts of puWifliing thefe 
papers were in agitation, of which fhe 
was herfeif the firft moverj in anfwer to 
one I had the honour of receiving from 
licr, upon this fubje€L 

** Madam, 

" We both return you many thanks 
** for the trouble you have taken about 
" the manufcripts we fent you ; but 
** Henry would by no means have them 
*' publiflied at his expence, merely for * 

• The late cooatefeof ^ orkc aadrrcry. 
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•^^ fame, which we are too modeft to 
** hope for from any of our literary 
^* works ; and if they were to be printed 
*' without ray -f lord's corredHons an4 
" amendments, it would be a ridiculous 
" vanity to expert even the faialleft 
"portion of ' that precarious, popular 
« breath. 

" We neither of us wrote for any ' 
" other readers than ourfelves, and it 
*' was your favourable opinion of fome 
" letters you had feen, and the incou- 
*' raging hope of his lordfhip's free ufe 
" of the Jlyk^ that firft -gave Henry a 
" hint of publifhing. 

« 

" But even, there flattering induce- 
" 9ient$ never thoroughly influenced* 

. . _ • 

t See thi editor's preface, p. xv. 
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^* toy confent, Avhich amounted but to 
, ^* obedience at laft; for though I was 
^** Tain df his -^writidgs, I was always 
** akrmed at the apprehenfion of feeing 
** kny Own appear / in print ; and had 
*** r^lly foHie-waFm-^xpoftulations with 
« Henry, for fubmittii^g feveial of my 

** childifh and unguarded letters, even 
•* to your ladyfhip'd perufal, whom I 
^* have reafbn to believe my friend ; 
** and, from the kind opinion you have 
^ fometimes ^xpreffed of ftie, • I fear, a 
** partial one too. 



4€ 
€€ 



Nay, I have always had fb humble 
an opinion of my own fenfe and ta- 
lents, in this way, that I have often 

** been fenfible of a jealous concern 
whenever Henry paid me any com- 

pliment ypon this fubjeA ; becaiife I 
** attributedit, too jufUy, to an over-fond 

« pre. 
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"prejudice in my favour; a belief 
« framed from his wifhes, wluch aUttle 
- time and further acquaintance with, 
** me might remove ; and I had reafon, 

*^ to apprehend, that he might then re- 
" fleft upon me. for havijig . loft thofe. 
'^ merits^ whkh I owed, folel^ to hi& 
*^ kiadn&id and pamality. 

^ Upon the whole, I confcfa that lam 
*^ fecretlj" pleafed at his determining 
** not to print thefe letters, left the pub* 
** lick cenfnrc might point out his too 
^ fond miftake, before his own bialTed 
** criticifm would fuflPer him to find it 
" out. 

" While we haye the originals, the 
^^ tranfcxipts of our hearts, and minds, 
" in our pofleffion, I think, with a fort 
" of mqlancholy pleafure, of the folitary 

** amufement, they may,, at fome time 
** afford to the furvivor ; 

b ^ Sad 
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5"^^ luxury ! to vulgar minds unknown : 

" which like the inurned afhes, or em- 
*^ balmed heart, would be a more yalu- 
** able relick of a departed friend, than 
^ their pidure ; in which latter light I 
*^ fhould look upon our letters in print^ 
^ even with my lord's improvements 
" and corredidns ; for though the artift's 
" hand might give more lively colours, 
" highe;- grace and expreffion. to the 
V features, it would not be, to the fond 
" lover, fo dear a pledge as even the 
« dead eflence of the dece^ed partner crff 

" our focial pleafures. 

*^ I am. Mad a m, &c. 

This is the only letter that I ever pre- 
ferved a copy of, and I did it purely with 
this view, that if thefe writings fliould, 
as they have fmce done, obtain in print 
I might have a voucher in my poffeffion, 

to 
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to juftify myfelf, to fome particular 
friends, from obtruding my weak and 
artlefs lines upon the publicfcy out of any 
vanity, or felf-fufiiciency about them. 

I am, ladies, with great 

reiped: and efleem^ 

Your moft humble, and 

obedient fenrant, 

FRANCES. 



t4 
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PREFACE. 

To the SECOND EDITION. 

WHEN. I rcccivccl the firll edition 
from, the prefs, I wj^$ cxtr^mcljf 
mortified at the many errors, and 
miftakes which I met with in it ; falie print* 
ing, wrong pointing, words put in, others 
left out, nay intire letters forgot y and the 
whole feries fo mifplaced, that I was forne* 
times at a lofs myfelf to find out the fenfe 
or conneftion, 'till t looked into the original 

manufcripts. 

■ 

I; received feveral letters from my friend^ 
Iftoih in E^gUndl and Ireland, who knew the 
authors,, and the genuinenefs of the vhob 
performance, to encourage us to publi0i a 
i)ew edition of the writings from our owa 
manufcripts,, and under our own infjpefUon 
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^f the prefs j to lay the fcene intirely in Ire; 
land, where the whole correfpondence was 
held, except two or three letters -, to fill up 
the blanks of perfons and places, to fupply 
the chafms, and amufe the curiofity of the. 
publick, with fomewhat more of the novel 
of our lives. 

Upon this hint we have proceeded to this 
fecond edition, complying with the prelimi- 
naries, as far as we could do fo with inge- 
nuoufnefs; correcting all former errors, 
prefenting the true fcene, reftoring the 
names of places, filling iip the blanks, ad- 
ing above thirty letters that were left out of 
the firfl- edition, and inferting feveral others 
which have been recovered fince the publi- 
cation.. We have not indeed filled up the 
blanks of proper names, becaufe we did not 
think it any way material to the generality of 
readers, and that fome people, perhaps, may 
not chufe to lee their names in print^^ 

We hive alio fupplied the chafms, by 
framing arguments from our memories, out 

ipf the letters that either preceded or followed 

- ■*' "^ 
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in the original correfpondence ; this laft 
however, is only done where the explana- 
tion, or connefUon was necelTary to the 
reader : for wherever he meets with the word 
Hiatus, he will Bnd that an anfwer was not 
material to the foregoing letter ; or that the 
following fulHciently explains the one it re* 
fers to. 

We have alfo, here and there, thrown in 
fuch notes, comments, or allufions, as oc- 
curred to us upon this fecond reading, which 
would have given a pedantic AifFneis to the 
original letters, but may help to illuftrate 
and enliven the whole when they are fubmit- 
ted to the publick. 

There are fome paflages in the former 
edition, that refer to the Effay on Spirit, 
which I have thought proper to leave out 
of this. Whatever a perfon's private opi- 
nion may be, in iuch high concerns as 
church or ftate, it is both a prudent and 
becoming refpeft, due to the eftablilhment 
under which he lives, to keep them ftHl pri- 
vacy if they ihall happen to differ from the 

prin- 
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primciples of cither; unlefs.hcihould have 
the opportunities or advantages of being 
placed in fuch a rank or fituation of life as 
either intitled or called upon him to attempt 
a reformation. 

the late learned bilbop of Clogher was 
properlf qualified ia both tfaefe reipe6ts» 
and I am well convinced — ^^I have reafon for 
what I fay — That to be the head of a fcfti 
vras not any part of his ambition; His heart 
vrasgood> fiis morals perfeft, and his reli- 
gion fincere : His charity extenfive, his be- 
nevolence univerfal ; and he wiQied ha,ppi- 
xiefs to alt mankind, through, their whole 
iftateofexiftcnce. 

As to the laft article of ftipulation^ we 
have really nothing worth, adding to what 
has been already publiflied, of confequencc 
or v^iety enough to entertain the reader : 
For the hiftory of our loves is the hiftory of 
cor Uvcs, and. the following ferie$ of lettcus 
form 4ft truths H^ whole corppaii of our 
novdL 

At 
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As I had not the good fortune to be bred 
to any profeflion, art, or fcience, I have had 
but littlt intercourfe with the buly world • 
My path has been led 

" Along the cool^. fcquefter'd vale of. life." 

and being thus- at libertf and Icifure to 
affume what employment I cHofe for myfcW^ 
I generally fpent my time in leading and 
reflexion, io o^cr' to fupply, as fkr as in me 
lay, the a&^ lamented defi^iency^of Zt liberal 
education ; the mortifying w&m: of which I 
beg^n very e^rly to perceive, by happening, 
on my firfli^. entrance into the worFd, to b^ 
introduced, through . family connexions, ta 
the charmtng and improving Ibciety of feve- 
ral very accomplifhed perfons of both fexes, 

chiefly Women indeed, whofe company t 
generally preferred,, for the reafons given ia 

the forty-firft letter followingf " Nulla. r« 
magis animis honefta induit, dubiofque et 
in pravum mclinabiles revocat ad re£lum» 
** quam bonorum virorum converfatio^ 
** paulatim enim defcendit in peftora^ et 
" vim praeceptorum obtinet frequenter 
!* audiri, afpici frequenter. Gccurfus me- 

** herculc 
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hcrcule ipfe fapicntutn juvat; et eft ali- 
** quid quod ex viro vel tacente proficias/* 
Though this laft thought is much in the 
afFeiSted ftrain of Seneca's writings, it has 
however a great deal of juftnefs in it ; for 
the very prefence of a good man, like the 
gloom of temples, or the fhade of groves, 
gives naturally a ferious and virtuous turji 
to our thoughts and contemplations; nay, 
even a ftatue may produce fome good effcft, 
and, like the trophies of Miltiades, infpire 
umbition in a noble nature. 

As I never had the opportunity of a good 
fibrary to refer to, my ftudies luve been a 
Ibrt of mifcellaneous learning, picked up 
fcere and there, fparfa coegi^ as I could bor- 
row books, fometimes of hiftory, phyficks^ 
metaphyficks, divinity, morality, or mathe- 
maticks 5 by which means I acquired a fort 
of heterogeneous knowledge, a kind of 
diSionary Uteraturey which could not anfwer 
anyone ufeful purpofe of life, and only ferv- 
ed to puzzle and perplex my underftanding 
with confufed ideas, indigefted notions, and 
gave me a fuperficial fmattering of arts and 

fciences» 
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fciences, which, if I had not^ very happily, a 
natural diffidence, and habitual refcrve in 
my manners, might have affedted mc with a 
pertnels, pedantry, and felf-fufficiency, that 
would have rendered me equally petulant 
and ridiculous through the whole courfe 

of ray life. The only material circumftancc 
of my hiftory I (hall tell in a few words; 
I undertook an extenfive manufaftare, with 
more fpirit than prudence, depending upon 
the publick favour, more than on my pri-* 
vate fund. I railed three thoufand pounds 
upon my (ingle credk, which I expended 
on this fcfaeme. ] applied to parliament^ 
received a bounty, and had encouragement 
given me to expe<5t a much larger confide* 
radon the next feffions : I Isdd.out this latter 
ium alfo, in compleating the necefTary 
works ; and when every thing was finiihed^ 
I mortgaged the whole buildings, apparatuSt 
kc. with all my £arms, and other fecurities, 
for money to fet the machines in motion* 
I applied a fecond time to parliament, but 
the exigence of times, the treafury low, 
and the eve of a war^ di<^ated a parlimonious 

ceco*- 
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ceconotny to the publick. I was difap* 
pointed, my hopes blafted, and my fortunes' 
ruined ; my creditors grew impatient ; my 
cfiefts were diflipated, without exonerating 
me, or relieving them ; I was branded with 
the title of Projeftor, ^^ immoderaia^ incredi- 
•• biliay nimis altafemper cupiebaty^ my fub* 
fttoce became the prey of knaves, and my 
charaAer thejeft of fook. 

There ace wfaor never had genius: to con* 
trivc^or fpiritto attempt aa.adsrentune, whQ 
comfort them&lves m tbein own infigaifir 
csttUTV by oommeociog upon .the oiifcarridges 
eCodicrs : MtMiy of thdb vacant heads and 
Ifearelefi bolbms* have fince. infulted my mi$« 
f ortu n es 5 for foch people are literally o£ 
opinion with the poet's farcafm againfl^ the 

tii« judgments of the world; 

« 

Cnede mibi mtfiros^ pmktuia prima relinqmt^ 
Etfenfus cum re^ confiUumqmfugis. 

In fhort, after ten years of my vigour of 

life Ipent in the moft aftive endeavours to 

dbblifh my fortune by the faireft and moft 

laud- 
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laudable methods— rby the only means that 
either my education, or the ailiftance of my 
friends afforded the opportunity of exert* 
iog — I found myfelf, in an inftant, with a 
wife and children in my arms» without trade, 
profellion, patrimony, or employ ; bereft t£ 
all, * Hope only remaining in the box« 
^id enim niji vola fuperfunt ? 

But in truth, if my life had a^gfcater Ta^ 
riety in it, or was compofed of more enter- 
taining events, I ^havenot-a taknf for -oar'* 
Tation, ^ I 'jiave never attempted .any .thing 
winch exceeded tlie<length:of;a:pag6 loniwo. : 
J ^Qxrfffianhnf^luatb ; I hare^ot^a fund of 
literature to deal by wfaolefideyiandwa: tbero* 
*foret)bliged to i^etail my ftock byjf€rap&» 
and perhaps, if all writers would confiiie 
tfaemfelves to a tnore laoonic method^ ; it 
might ^ave- readers from mifemploytBg la 
great deal of precious time ; for if we «eie 
to ftrip many elaborate treatifes of tautology, 
amplification, dfccunlecution, in 0iort) of 

* Alluding to the fiory of BpimetlieBSt 

7 ^^^Tf 
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every thing that is not immediately requifice 
to die fubjcdt or argument; whole folio's 
might be reduced within the compafs of a 
primer. Ifuppofe it was this refieftion that 
gave rife to the Greek adage, f Mega Bib- 
lioHy M^a Kakcn : and indeed fuch writings 
may very literally be ftilcd The Works^ i£c. 

for they are often more a manual labour than 
a liberal txercife. 

F5r this reafon, I have always preferred 
fanViliar letters to any other manner of 
writing; there is a concifenefs, eafe, and 
freedom in thetp that indulges my indolence • 
they have the advantage that converfation 
has over ftudy» they both poliih and im- 
'proves: In a word, they make up a mixture 
'from the two grcateft pleafures of life 5 tjhey 
partake oi fodety and retirement. There is 
iomething in the ftyle of letters that engages 

f This was the (kying of CalUmachas, one of the moft 
elegant of the Greek poets. He wrote eight hundred 
difoent pieces^ which were all comprehended ia aboat 
Jhji hundred f agcr. 

■ 
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iht reader, cveii where the*fubjedl is below, 
or beyond his attention : Ariftotle, in his 
treatife De Mundo^ writes in a manner (b 
much more free and pob'te than in the reft 
of his works, that Xome. criticks have fof- 
peftcd it to be fpurious ; but one of his com- 
mentators obferves, very juftly, that the 
eafinefs and perfpicuity of that traft, was 
o^ing to his having digeftcd it into the 
fo{m of a letter. 

c 

i 

My writing, like my life, has been ^x 
temporey and with as little parfimony. I 
have fometimes crouded as many hints into 
one letter as would have ferved a French 
wire-drawer to frame a dozen eflkys out of. 

I have lived with precipitation, and all my 
oeconomy has been for the future : I have 
many fubjefts in contemplation, but never 
proceeded further than minutes : I have not 
patience or fcrvility to trail a thought in 

lead- 
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4QSi4ing-ftrtngs ; I oiily write to amufe my 
iri^njl^, or relieve niy mind from uneafy^ 
rcfledions^ 



^^Jlc demuluo vitam f 
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A SERIES OF 

LETTERS 

BETWEEN 

HENRY tfff^ F R A N C E S. 

LETTER I. 
FRANCES /* HENRY. 

THOUGH I have not any thing to fay, whkh 
can amure you, yet I could not think offend- 
ing you the tnclofed pamphlet under a blank cover, 
as a filent remembrance is worfe than dodc. 

I returo'd loAbby-Hreetthe evening you left us, 
but found it was not the fame place. 

In (hort, as Pope fays, the fenfaiion is like that 
of a limb lopt oiF, which one is every minute 
Doawates applying to ufe, but tinds it is not. 

The tunc pf Delia founded in my earsil 
night ; and I cculd have fat by, for the firft time, 
with patience, while you play'd Albeni's twelve 
concerto's, to have had you back again, for the 
remainder of the evening. 

Vol. I. B Now 



a. LETTERS bttwHH 

NofW let mc (hift the fcene, and behold you gal* 
loping away, delighted with the certain profpedt 
of giving as much joy to thofe friends you go to, as 
you have left concern with thofe you parted from. 
At this thought I begin to hate you and myfelf, 
for being one moment uneafy about a man, who 
perhaps hardly remembers me enough, to forget 
ixie. 1 am fo mortified at this, that I am angry at 
myfelf for having ever thought of you, but as a 
common acquaintance, if indeed your merit or par* 
ticular behaviour to me would have fuffered me to 
remain in fuch a flate of indifference. Thefc 
thoughts, however, do not proceed from any flight 
opinion I have of your fmcerity, but a mortal ap* 
prehenfion that neither my fenfe or merits can pur- 
chafe your efteem, without which your love would 
fliock me. 

I am running on too far, mats il y a qnelque 
chofe dedans qui m*entraine : So I fliall conclude 
with fome lines of Cowle^y tho' you call him a fur- 
feiting author. 

** Each day think on me, and each day I fliall 

** For thee make hours canonical. 

•* By every wind that comes this way, 

•* Send me, at leaft, a figh or two : 

•« Such and fo many PU repay, 

•* As flidl themfelves make winds to get to yoft* 

1 know you will laugh as you did at Tom's cor- 
refpondent for tagging her letters \ but confider, I 
want a poet's help to fpcak to you, though I need 
oofic to think of you* 

FRANCES. 
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L E T T E R II. 
HENRY to FRANCES. 

Ma Chcre Mignotifle, 

/QUELLE foule des affaires m'accable !— t 
/"■X^thought to faaVe wrote this letter in Frencb« 
i>ut you are too nice a critick for me. Only ima- 
gine to yourfelf a perfon, who has, every day of 
his life, as mudi bttfinefs to do, as can well be com- 
^afled in twenty- four hours, to have three months 
'affairs come upon him at once ! One, who could 
fcarce fpare time from the hurry of buflnefs ia 
town for LoVe and Albert!, to be coniPronted with 
fuch an embarras du monde!— Without youc 
Iprightly converfajion, or my twelve concerto's, to 
fupport my Ipirits. 

Your very agreeable letter I confefs to have more 
\haQ repaid me for Alberti, giving me fenfe for 
found \ but nothing you can fay, or any one elfe 
tan do, will make me amends for the want of youlf 
company, if you would be as kind when prefent, 
as you exprefs yoorfelf in abfence ; but, as I have 
goodreafon to think you coquette in this matter, I 
iwear it is moft cruel treatment, to give me hopes. 
Which you have not getierofity or courage to fulfill. 
This is difihgenuous behaviour, and very unkii^d 
^00 ; for I am of too fanguine a conftitution to bear 
difappolntn^ents with indifference ; and, tho' I can 
fail a day upon a page in Epidetus, yet I could not 
five ooe night upon all the volumes of Plato. 

henry; 
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LETTER III. 
FRANCES to HENRY. 

TH E duly coofolatioQ I had in the midft of my 
anxiety for your leaving town, was the pleaf- 
ing hope of an agreeable correfpondent, bjit I fiad 
you defign to rob me of that too ; for you feem 
inclined to mifconftrue the fentiments of an hearty 
touched with the mod lively efleem, for the ef!e£ts 
of a coquette humour. 

Will you not fufFer me to think of you but in an 

hoftile way ? Are you afraid I (hould love you 

too well) that you thus make it my duty to hate 
you ? I ought indeed to endeavour it at leaft ; to 
make a fuitable return for the fentiments you feem 
to have towards me. 

As to your hurry of bufinefs, I wifii I could (hare 
or alleviate that, or any thing elTe, which makes 
you uneafy ; but this, like moft of my wifhes, is 
fruitlefs. And I am poor, even in thanks, for your 
obliging compliment, but I dare fay, that fome new 
acquaintance will foon make you ample amends for 
the lofs of an old one. 

FRANCES. 



HIATUS MAGNUS. 
LETTER IV. 
FRANCES to HENRY. 

I WAS never paffionately fond of the country, 
but you have made me hate it. You know my 
nature jealous, and I cannot help confideiing 
MaiJenhall as a beloved rival, who monopolizes all 
your time ; yet, like a trne woman, fincerely long 
to fee icj not to admire but to depreciate a.) it's 

charms ^ 
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charms ; though much I fear there will be no room 
for envy fo to work, for I am apt to think that 
■whatever you defign and execute muft be perfeft* 

I have a great mind, if I thought it would vex 
you, not to write to you this month, for your fail- 
ing to anfwer my Tuefday's letter ; but I will be- 
lieve you did not receive it time enough, for I data 
Hope you would not fail me in a matter of bufinti... 
You may fee by this that my fpirits are much reco- 
vered, for, when they are low, I am always humble 
and defponding. 

You fay that f never, did, nor never will do any 
tiling you recommend to me; and I am picquedinto 

a principle of coniradiftion, and refolved not to 

do any thing henceforward, but what you defire. 
In (hort, you vile men have flrange ways with us 
poor women, and you want but power to be moil 
admirable tyrants. 

I muft repeat what I have often told you, that I 
never took ill any advice you gave me ; for I could 
not be fuch a child as to mifincerpret the kindnefs 
of your defign, tho' I might be feeble enough to 
refent the har(hnefs of your difcipline. I have, 
from my infancy, been u(ed to a fatal delicacy : 
Fatal indeed to me, as it has enervated every faculty 
of my foul, and fuperadded a choufand tender 
weakneffes to the Weakeft of the weaker fex. Yon 
were yourfelf, my dear Harry, as the lawyers term 
it, ** acceflary after the fa^," and helped to aug- 
ment this foible in me, perhaps beyond a cure. 
The tendemefs of your manners, the fondnefs of 
your expreffions, and the foftnefs of your letters 
joined to render my weak mind more delicate. It 
is tme, that, from the tranfitory ftate of fublunary 
things, I ought to know that our paffions are as 
variable as the moon, 

^< Which monthly changes in her circling orb/' 

B 3 and 
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and that we fhould not depcod on the tempers ot 
aflPcflions of men, wbkh can ebb and flow as frQ'* 
quent as the fea ; 

** But bid phyficians preach oor veins to temper, 
*' And with an argument new fet a pulfe," &c. 

I acknowledge myfcif obliged for the friendly con- 
cern you exprefs at my want of health. But, 

for Heaven's fake, why need you be fo anxious to. 
divert yourfelf of that little tendernefs which re- 
mains for me ? At your time of life to fet up for a. 
Stoick is fomething extraordinary indeed, and, with- 
out affuming that infenfatc apathy which they pre- 
tend to, I cannot conceive what glory you can find 
in an afFefted infenfibllity for one, who feels the. 
tendered friendfhip and eneem for you. Adieu. 

FRANCES. 

P. S. I fend you a paper much CQwaeiided hex^ 



^. 



L E. T T E R V» . 

Dear Fanny, 

'T'HE indifFereoce you mei^tlpa is, like other 
^ matters, unfairly laid to my charge., I fe^l 
no fuch mortal fymptom of a decay ia my love ;. 
therefore, my dear * Hygea^ you have, with reve- 
rence to your divinity, mirtakea my diforder. If 
I dp not indeed write ia the fame gallant gay ftyle^ 
as formerly, it is, becaufe no man ever continued to. 
do fo, except fome vaia fop, to (hew his wit, his* 
jeu d'efprit, or tour d'expreffion. I had, already- 
laid every thing, which a fond heart couW dictate ; 
and, inrtead of ranfacklng the poets for apt ex- 
preiSons, which fliew naore of fancy thaa of love, I, 
for the reft of my life, fmcerely meantj and purpofedr 

• Goddcfs of Health. 

to 
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to prove myattachmcDtSyby a£lions> not by words. 
Few words among friends are bed, they fay ; then 
fewer ftUl between lovers, whofe whole life ihoald 
be a repetition of filcnt minutes. 

** Where words meet words, ere from the lips 
** they part.** 

My former letters, to which you allude, were proper 
to pcrfuadc you into a belief of my paflion for you t 
But, when you feemed convinced of that truth, I 
thought it time to quit romantick flights for a 
more rational converfe. In the mathematicks fome 
generarl principles are, at firfl, demonftrated^ and 
then they arc taken for granted, through the re- 
mainder of tbe ftody; for, if they were to be 
repeated on every Qccafion^ fgience would be intQ- 
krably tedious. 

In fiiort, if my profelBons are not as frequent as 
isfual, or my expreflions as fond, ic is owing to what 
Shakefpcar fays for Cordelia^ 

*« Her full heart " 
** Reverberates ijo hollow found of emptinefs." 

The papef you fent me docs not anfwer the cha- 
racter of it ; or, perhaps, I may have thought it 
infipid, and inelegant, having read it juft after your 
dear letter. 

HENRY. 
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LETTER VL 

Dear Haery, 
'TpHE account of your adveatures diverted me- 
* extremely; for I am always pleafed when' 
yea feem fo. I wi(h you were not too wife, and 
too la^Ky to write a novel, for I fancy yoa could do 
k admirab^ i and it would be ao eafier talk for 

B 4 yott 
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you than almoft any man, for I think your whole 
life and charaAer have a great deal of that ftjde in 
them. I wiO) I had any thing equally entertaining 
to amufe you with, but my fet of acquaintance may 
be properly called a Set; for there is fuch a fame- 
nefs runs through them all, that they are hardly to 
be didinguifhed, but by their voice and features, 
and are liable to fuch a cenfure as fomebody blun- 
dered out when he wanted to compliment a collec- 
tion of portraits, ** All alike, all alike !*' When I am 
confined to fuch machine fociety, which is too often 
my fate, I fancy I am got into Powell's common- 
wealth, and am looking about for the wires to give 
them fome variety of motion. 

Oh ! my dear Harry, how cruel is it in you to 
torture me thus, to raife my tafte for higher joys, 
yet leave me condemned to fuch mean fociety I for, 
while I correfpond with thee, I fancy myfelf fome- 
what like Dives in the parable, condemned to tor* 
meats and coaveriiag \7itb Abraham. 

Adieu ! Adieu ! 



i«««i«9i 
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L E T T E R VII. 

Dear Harrt, DubUn. 

^ H O U G H yon nnkiodly denied me the^li- 
''■ berty of enquiring about your health laft 
night, yet, in a matter where my happinefs is to 
much at ftake*, you muft excufe my difobeying your 
commands ; by intreating you to let me know how my 
dear Harry does this morning. I will not be anfwered 
by the common return to impertinent How d'ye's, but 
infift on having, what I Qiali always give credit to, 
nay, what I efleem as an oracle. I hope you will 
not refufe me a line, to ^ve oe an afliirance of your 

health. 
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li«alih, and allow me to taftc of eafe, which I hafe 
not done fince we parted, though it is all I hope 
for till we tneet again, 

«* For, in thy abfence, joy is feen no more." 
I know not what I write, my head is quite giddy 
with my fears for you, which have not fufFered me 
to fleep an hour all night. You know, though I 
do not, the Greek name for— * felf-tormentor— . 
thenfave me from myfelfj and tcjl me, telling me 
truth, that you are welL 

F. 

Tuefday morning— eight o'clock. When was I 
up fo early ? 



I 



LETTER VIII. 

My dear Fanny, 

A M much recovered fince laft night, the' Mrs. 
's devil of a cauftick has made my throat 



as fore en the outfide as it was before within. I 
felt all night as Hercules did, after he had put on 
Dejanira's gift; not* 'that (he is any more to my 
Dejanira, than' I to HerCulcs, who referable him in 
nothing, but that I am 

** To a diftafF chained." 

< 

This day would perhaps difcourage a man in 
better health and fenfes froHi flirring out : But I 
have ordered my horfes immediately, to (hew the 
fteddy purpofe of my life; which tho* your com- 
mands diverted- me from lafl night, neither the 
fcverity of the weather or acute diforder fliall be 
able to alter on any other occafion. You have 
here a paraphrafe tranflatioa of the .£rft ode of 

* Heaiuontimorumenos ; the title of one of Terence^ 

ylayj.^ 

B 5 Axiwuwih 
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AnacreoDy which 1 wrote laft night after yon ttSt 
mc, to amufe my paia : 

My fiddle I would fain employ, 
To fing the chiefs who ruin'd Troy. 
To Cadmus too my fingers move, * 
But my Cremona anfwers Love. 
I change the firings, refign my bow9 
Praife on Alcides to beftow, 
I raife them high and firtke them rouQd>- 
But Love alone they ftill refound. 
, Adieu ye heroes and ye kings. 
Of Love alone my fiddle fiogs» 



LETTER IX. 

FRANCES to HENRY. 

T T has been a fortnight fince I heard from you^ 
^ till this day, during which time my life has 
been fo perfeft a vacuum, that I do not recollefb 
circumfiances enough to know whether I e&ified, 
during that interval. I am apt to think with the 
Pythagoreans^ that my fpirit, grown weary of its 
confinement in fo fmall a prifon, had a mind to 
animate fome nobler animal, which it was in fearch* 
of for fo many days ; but like the gadding dove, 
finding no place of refi, has returned again. I 
cannot fay, it has brought the olive-branch in its 
mouth ; though, like Mahomet's pigeon, it has re- 
turned with a letter, more calculated for war than 
peace, as it feems to denounce the lofs of your 
friendftiip, as well as your love ; but I (hall not Co 
eafily renounce the former, as my prudence iufpires 
me to refign the latter. 

You muft furely have loft all fenfe of either, 

when you could think fo meanly of me, as you 

fceni to do, in your laft letter. Have you forgot, 

5 with 
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%vith what Gitisfa£lion I received that proof of your 
confidence, which you would now withdraw ? Yoo 
tell me, I (hall hear no more of it ; but let me teH- 
you, if I do not, you (hall never hear the laft of it;, 
for I have fancied more joy, in embracing that dear 
little adoption, than ever you received in the arms of' 
it's mother. I have not, thanks to providence, yet 
reduced myfelf to fuch an abjeA flate, as to have* 
i^afon to bejealous of your amours, nor do Iheed^^ 

** If, here or there, his glances flcw^ 
•* Oh ! free, for ever, be his eye, 
** Whofe heart to me is always true. 

FRANCES.. 



LETTER X, 

Dear Fanny, 

1 RECEIVED * two letters from you finoe- 
* my laft, and am heartily forry to find you flill 
continue ill. You give me great comfort, however^ 
by faying you have hopes from regularity and thr 
waters : Becaufe I am very certain, they jointly will 
cure you. I have often told you fo, and it is'fome 
fatisfadion to find you, at length, profiting, like* 
Hudibras, ofRalpho's gifts. If I could perfeftly 
mafter the tendernefs I have for you, and only at- 
tend to the friendrhip I bear you, I (hould rejoice 
to hear you are fo far ill as to require fcvere anc£ 
fpeedy affiftance j as I was at the taking of Bergen,, 
and other towns belonging to the Dutch ; becaufe 
I was then in hopes, as 1 am nowfor you, thatthejr 
would exert their utmoft vigour and refolution, 
when deftru6lion was coming fo home to them,, 
tho' they were ihamefuliy carelefS| and lukewarm* 
about their fafety before, 

♦ One of the letters is loft. 
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I am forry to fiad you ftill continue to give aa 
unfair turn to every thing I fay, and do. In your 
firft letter, you twift a^ warp my meaning in the 
allufion of Prior ; and play Shuttlecock with my 
plain fenfe, meerly to amufe your own jeu d'efprit. 
In your fecond letter, you mifunderftand me greatly, 
nay, feem to forget intirely the goflipping afFair.-— 
But you are (Ick, and I am forry. 

Adieu ! 



H 1 J TU S. 

. L E T T E R XL 

Dear Sprightly, 

T RECEIVED your ballad, and read it to a 
-^ large company of wit and tafte, with proper 
ftops and emphafes. It was extremely liked ; and 
copies begged, which I rcfufcd, according to your 
commands. It really is the true ballad- flile, and 
has a very pretty turn of poetry in it. 

I read Cowley's tranflation, or rather imitatioa 
of Anacreon*s firft ode which you (ent mc, and am 
better pleafed with my own, than I was before ; for 
it is cloferto the original, is{hort,and has no afTeA- 
ed turn in it, but what is in the original. 

My reafons for with- holding (not refufmg as 
you call it) my friendfliip at prefent, are thefe which 
follow. 

I forget whether it is your favourite Rochefou- 
cault, or La Bruyere, who fays, *^ there may be an 
*' affej^ion between perfons of different fexes, 
** without any farther defire or thought, bat as 
** they certainly regard each other, as of different 
** genders ; this cannot be called pure love, or pure 
** friend(hip, hut is a mixed affeflion of a third 
** fort.'' Now, my dear Fanny, fince our friendfliip 
ctSDot be pure, let us flick to that paflioa which 

may 
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tnay be fo^ and is, ift efFed, but a wanner and more 
Intimate friendfliip. Your onlyreafoa for pre- 
ferring Platonics muft be, that 70U imagine they 
n>ay lad longer than love ; and, if we were Ante- 
diluvians, your choice might be prudent ; but hei^ 
that is born of the women now-a*days, has but a 
fliort time to live ; therefore it muft certainly be 
better 'oeconomy to make our joys exceed> in ex«- 
qnifitenefs, what they fall (hort of in duration^ by 
which means we are before-hand with old Time, 
and hehaslefs tocut'usoff from, when he draws his 
fey the. But, as they fay, time ftrengthens friend* 
(hip, and weakens love, you may, with a little pati- 
ence, fee your ftrange fcheme come to pafs at laft ; 
upon this afliirance, that I (hall always add to one, 
what I diminiih from the other, and perhaps we 
may become an hopeful old cOupIe in time; 

We ftiould do in life, as gamefters da in play, 
pu(h away for what they call the great game ; but» 
finding the run againfl us, we are then, and not till 
then, to play our cards for the after game. Now, 
when we find love beginning to decline, we niay 
fhuffle a good fober friendfiiip out of it ; but lave 
never was pieced out of a decayed friendfhip. So 
that indeed, my Dear, you feem to begin at the 
wrong, end, and have both reafon and nature againft 

you. 

I am, my deareft Sappho, , 

or tenth muie, 

Your's, &c# 



LETTER XIL 

ALF angry, half pleafed with my dear Har- 
ry*s fprightly epiftle, — I am quite divided, 
whether I Ihould make any reply to it, or not ; btit 
I have ftill fo much regard left for yon^ as tawirh 



H 
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to convince you that your opinion is quite erny* 
neons. Love, which is not fonnded on efteem, 
can neither be real, or permanent ; it is only the 
efieft of a wanton caprice, and is more likely to ter- 
minate in difgttft than friendfhip. Pure love, like 
pure gold, cannot fubfift without an allay, which, 
tho' it debafes the ideal value, enhances the true 
one, by making them both (love and gold) more 
fixed, and fit for ufe ; and I dare anfwer for it, that 
the love which does not begin in friendship will 
•never end there. But friendfhip is independent^ 
requires no mixture, no allay ; it's purity, contrary 
to the nature of gold, is it's ftr ength and (lability ; 
aoris it without it's elevations and tranfports; the 
mutual contemplation of truth, and the communi- 
cation of knowledge, being higher enjoyments than- 
mortal fenfe is capable of, and, as Young fays». 
upon this fubjeA, 

** True friendfliip warm^, it raifes, it tranfportSj 
" Like mufick, pure the joy, without allay ; 
" Whofe very rapture is tranquillity ; 
** But love, like wine, gives a tumultuous blifs, 
*' Heightened indeed beyond all mortal pjeafuresi 
•* But mingles pangs and madnefs in the bowl. 

As friendlhip then is independent of love, and' 
felf-fufficient in it's own nature, why may it not 
fubfift, from it's own purity, between perfons of 
different fexes ? tho' with the advantage of more 
delicacy on one fide, and more refpeft on the other, 
which is more likely to make friendfhip lafting than 
that- freedom and. equality which is generally be- 
tween male friends. This Platonick love, which I 
am defcribing, is of the nature of that aifeflion, 
which fubfifts between father and daughter, bro- 
ther and fifter, which conlifls of fuch a guardian 
benevolence on one fide, and fuch a gratitude on 
the other, as makes the moft charming foclety in 
Ihe world. 

Recant^ 



HENRY tfif^FRANCES^. 

Recant, thou profaae ! nor ofFend me again^ by 
to much as hinting at that love^ which is iodepea^ 
dent of friendAip. Adieu. 

FRANCES. 



LETTER XHL 

MydearFANNV, 

Y" O U R eflay on love andfriendihip^ lacknow^ 
^ ledge to be fomewhat too abAra£led and 
«FeHned for me. 

**^ So angels love— fa let them love for me ; 

** When I'm an angel, fo my love (hall be." 

Tn the mean time, my Dear, <*lct us e'en talk a^ 
•* little like folks of this world." ♦ 

1 know the objeftions to my natural fcheme are,, 
that it is vulgar and brutal ; now, by caHing it 
vulgar, they acknowledge it to be the common fenfe 
of mankind, and what all- men agree in muft be 
right. " Vox Populi, Vox Dei," is the adage 
for it. 

As to the groflhefs of the paffion, I think, that as^ 
brutes are indulged but once a year, and man, the 
year round, we may fairly conclude Providence to 
have.fet the mark of a rational pleafure^ upon^. 
what is mifcalled, a brutal defire. 

I believe it pofTible in nature, though not in hu«^ 
man nature, that there may be fuch a refined love 
as you defcribe; but then it mud be referved for 
that flate, where we (hall live without food, and* 
wi;apt up in hallelujahs, refign the pleafures of fenfe 
for a fong. 

I have been very ill, thefe ten days paft, but oa 
matter for that. 

♦ " You talk of fires whi(h (hine, but never burn, 

*< In this cold world theyll never fcrve bar turn." 

Mai 
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Mai que je fuis, je reticns mes efprits, 
£t badiner a jamais rApbtheme de m 



ma vie. 

Adieti. 



LETTER Xiy. 

HENRV/^ FRANCES. 

^T* H E account yon give me of MiCs ■ ■ i^s 
^ rival(hip is very entertaining ;' but' I return 
yoii tlie letter, Becaufe you feem td apprehend I 
ihonld make an improper ufe of it. 

When flie faid that ** Beauty is vanity," lier 
moral was certainly good ; but (he betrays, at the 
fame* time, that uglinefs is ^'> Vexation of fpirit.'' 

To be rendered an objeft of love is the gift of 
Nature, and very few are indowed with fuch a 
bleffing; but I think Providence has put it out of 
the power of fewer ftiU to make themfelves efteemed. 
—But emulationi not jealoofyymuft work this hap- 
py eSkA. 

Beauty is at beft but a flowery triumph, and that 
perfon muft have a very poor ambition, who does 
not flruggle for the Ipngeft and fureft Empire, 
Adieu. 

HENRY. 

LETTER XV. 

Dear Fanny, 

I DID not receive your fetter according to the 
date of it, and the delay muft have happened 
with you, for I was at the poft-office when your 
letter came inlaft night. 

Your account of Mifs *s week's route of 

diverfions made me laugh, and I was actually out 
of breath, by the time I bad^t to Saturday night; 

fuch 
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fuch a paiEoa for (hews and public places is natir- 
ral to young people, but there are many ridiculous* 
perfons in the world, who hurry through life, after 
the fame rate, up to their grand clima£terick ; ancf, 
m (hort, the generality of mankind feem rather ta 
have a fiomach, than a tafte for pleafure : 
'* Call it diverfion and the pill goes down.*' 

Which is entirely owing to the abrupt entrance 
into the world, which young people are too fooa 
indulged in, and makes them continue children ail 
the days of their lives i as hufwfves obferve, that if 
you broach a veflel of liquor, before it has purged 
oBTit's crudities, it will ftU) drink new, though you 
keep it on draught never fo long. I wi(h all the 
children of our kingdom, were made children of the 
public, as was the method of fome antlent flates ; 
but then without fuch antient Aatefmen my wi(h 
is as abfurd, as Horace's propoilng to fly from Rome^ 
as an expedient againft the corruption of the 
people's morals ; as if the vice was rather in the 
ftonesof the flreet than in the manners of thie^iti* 
2ens. He, who would reform publick politicks, 
muft fir ft reclaim private morals ; and I agree rather 
>^ith Plato, who founds his commonwealth on the 
bafis of virtue, than with Harrington, who affirnur 
the body 'politick to be a machine*^ 

Adien f 



LETTER XVI. 

Dear Fanny, DuIUh^ 

TRECEIVED your voluntary epiiftle, and anr 
therefore to return you double thanks; and 
that I do not perform fuch works of fupererogationt 
j5 i^ot, on the word of a chriftian, for want of a^ 
fuperlative devotion, but the meer moral want of 
power, perhaps the want of Grace. I am like a^ 
'^ bad) 
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bad pmnp, into which you nmft pour water, be- 
fore you can work it toeffed: But tbcD^alas! 
io return for your Pieriau fpriog, you have, froov 
me, but the rakings of a keanel. I am a mere 
£hoft ia wit ; and cannot fpeak, till fpokea to^ 
My higbeft boaft is, to be your fhadow ; and amft 
wak on your fubftance, in order to my own ap- 
pearance; and, if ever I put in the leaft pretence to« 
wit, it is owing to that faculty in you, which Fal- 
ftafF pretended to, of being not only witty yourfclf,. 
but the caufe of wit in other people. 

I am extremely concerned to find you in fuch a. 
gloomy habit of mind ; for Heaven's fake, why do 
you indulge fuch fpleen a moment, whifc you have 
the powers, from your own proper fund of good 
fenfe, and natural fpirit, and capacity of entertain- 
ing yourfelf, of chacing away the * Fou Fiend ? If 
Ihear any -more from you in this {train, I (hall recal 
the compliment I paid you in a late letter, of a^ 
tenth Mufe ; and rank you among the former odd 
number of mufty old crones, and give you the place 
of the worA of them all ; namely, a diabolical, ml- 
Ibrabte pelt of an old maid called Melpomene. 

I beg to hear from you conflantly ; and never 
wait the flownefs of my motions in writing, when 
you may be truly aifured that my heart, at leaft, 
keeps time with i^our's, tho' you may perhaps have 
more Love as well as more wit, at your fingers 

Your's in truttu. 
• EdgaK in Lear*, 



k 



HENRY and FRANCES. i^ 

HIATUS. 
LETTER XVII. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

JAM extremely pleafed to find you in fo chean- 
ful an humour, as your la(l informed me 
of; it, at the fame time, flatters my vanity, as i 
appear, in feme fort, to be the occadon of it^ and 
in this I triumph, that the tSc&. has, at lengthy 
anfwered the conftancy and fincerity of my endea- 
vours. Never fufpeA my friendftiip, or my love, 
after the aHurance I gave you once, that, when I 
grow ipndffi^rent in ekhcr, I will ingenuoufly coa- 
tefe it to you ; though, how (hould I have courage 
enough to declare a thing, for which I can never 
hwe a reafdn ? 

It concerns me iodteed to hear you ftill complaiUr 
of your diforder j but I often told you, your aid was. 
not fb jnach from medicines, as re^mcn, and peace 
of tjfiind. Let m.e have a better account of your 
health' in your next,, or dpn't fay any thing about k;. 
for tgllqng of thofe things but makes tl^m worfe» 
and muf): be uneafy to me as well as you.. 

I am the fame man ftill to you^ ixAy I blu(h to 
% it, the &me to myfelf too« 

HENRY. 
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LETTER XVlil. 

HENRY ti> FRANCES. 

JRECEIVED your letter : I (hall not fay 

favour. What you mention to me, io relation 

^ a lady, is part of the world's impertinence, 

theie many yearS} plaguipg me with one wife or 

othecju 
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other, which I never thought of; and the world' 
is very much obliged to you, for authorizing its 
impertinence, for I (hall bear it henceforward with 
better temper, when I find that a pferfon of your 
underftanding, and' good breeding, c&nnot avoid 
falling into the fame provoking raillery. 

If I was really fuch a good-for-nothing fdlo^, 
as you take me for, you have given me great encou- 
ragement, by (hewing with what good temper you 
can bear ill ufage ; for furely, if I was when in 
town» or fince I came down to the country, in any 
manner engaged, by contraft or afFedions, to any 
woman alive, I (hould have merited the hkjieft re*- 
fentnaent, to have faid^ or wrote, wh^flpUd to 
you* Were the merits and fortHoe o^he lady 
you mention, equal to my wifhes, and within thfcir 
power, the consideration of the friend you likewii^ 
mention would make me turn my thoughts another 
way, and fay with Tamerlane to Monefes, 

** I will not lofe thee poorly for a woman/' 

Thus am T obliged to your opinion, ft>r Being 
thought capable of two, the bafeft and moft difin* 
genuous a£ls, human nature can be guilty of; falf- 
hood in love, and diihonefty in friendlbip. 

While I labour under fuch vile fufpicions, it 
would pay you no compliment, the fiibfcribing my- 
felf either your lover or your friend. 

HENRY. 



LETT E R XIX, 

FRANCES to HENRY. 

]DOCHEFOUCAULT fays, « that nothiag 
*^ •* ought to make us wonder, but that wc 
<< ibould be Aili able to wonder at any^ thing." 
Sut, among all the things I have ever met with, to 

aftonifh^ 
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tftcmith me, nothing has equalled your letter, I 
fiiall not fay favour, any more than you. In fhort, 
the ftatue of Surprize, tho' done by Phidias, would 
but faintly reprefent my figure, by the time I bad 
got to the end of your *< well penned epiftle/' 
-** .And fall thefe fayings from that gentle tongue^ 
*^ Where civil fpeech,and foft perfuaflon hung !" 

How could you pofBbly return me fuch an anlwer 
to a letter made up of foftnefs, tendernefs^ and 
fears ? And where, for your happinefs, or advan* 
tage, I generoufly offered torefign that love, which 
you flattered me with ; and which, 'till I received 
the rudenefe of your letter, I 'had reafon to think 
might have made the happinefs of my life. — But 
we are now quit ; and your generofity is equal to 
mine, in throwing off the mafque, which might 
have deceived me too far; and it was extremely 
kind to open my eyes, before I was quite got to the 
brink of a precipice. You feem to underltand that 
maxim very well, '^ That the violence which we 
*< ufe to preferye love^ is worfe than infidelity." 

How (bouid I imagine, that your marrying that 
lady was a. breach of friendfixip ? I rather thought 
that, whom you honoured with your friendfhip, you 
honoured with your alliance; and he would be 
unworthy your attachment, who did not think fo. 
And, as for my own part, I endeavoured to repre* 
fent what you faid, or wrote to. me, merely aa 
the effeiSls, or efTay of a certain -vague gallantry, 
which men cf wit and fpirit exercife. upon every 
filly woman who comes in their way. 

.If you do not credit me in this jaftification, you 
may, at lead, believe my pride, which would fcorn 
to harbour a bafe or mean opinion of one, whom 
even that very pride eileemed. 

I have thus condefcended to make an apology for 

the letter, which has offended you ^ but more to 

vindicate 
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vindicate Qiyfd£» thaa to fatlsfy you ; and I itsdl- 
tioQ the word) c$ndefcenfion^ from no other idea of 
lieighthy or fuperiority, but what the injured havte 
over thofe who wrong them, by having it in theif* 
power to for^ve, which) as it is a thing yoa ma^ 
^Imofi plead a prefcripttve right to, I Qiall not b^ 
"difappolated, if I receive &o thanks for. 

FRANCES. 



iWbi 
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HENRY to FRANCES. 

^ee^ how amazement on me Jits ! O Praxiteles ! 
HY, my little pet^ and a fpolled pet thod 



art ; what reafoii in the world had yon td 
tefent ttiv letter, except as children do being 
ivhipt, wnen they do mifchief ? 

I mud have been extremely unworthy your leaft 
regard, if I had not refented being thought a triflef, 
^t leaft; which indeed was the fmalleft part of 
your chaise againft me; abd I muft haVe thought 
y«u unworthy 'mine, if I had hot been highly 
piqued at being thought fo by you. 

You ftill carry on your unkindnefs, by charging 
me with rudenefs in my letter; whicli I remember 
hot, at lead I am Very fure, I had no fentime^ 6f 
ill-breediog in my mind about you; but if the 
i'oughnefs of my manners has offended you, I a(k 
your pardon. 

Then you tell me I have thrown off the mafque, 
JBcc. &c. In (bort, I make fuch a paultry figure, 
thro' the courfe of your anecdotes, that I (bould 
be a(hamed to re-ojSer you my love and friendfhip, 
if my inclination did not get the better of my mo- 
defiy \ to afiUre you> that they are both* at yonr 

fcrvicej 
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fervlce* whenever yoQ think them worth your 

acceptance. 

^ HENRY. 



*t0^mmm^ 



H I ATU S. 
LETTER XXL 
My dcareft Harry, 

T RECEIVED your fond dod elegant letter, I 
^ ineaaof the 29tfa date; for thofechara^eridicks 
. could haixily difttDguifti which of your letters I 
nUude to. 

I am pleafed to find, I am, at length, brought to 
fuch a ftcady tenijSer of mind, as to be able to bear^ 
without emotion,, thofc giddy heights, to whiclt 
yoiur ptaife ufedto raifeme; fo that your approba- 
ti9Q now rather makes me emulous than vain. 
However, I owe this ftpength, not to my own feofej 
but td your conftancy 5 as ufe prevents our being 
afFeAed with elevated fituations. 

Whatever fonfe,, accomplifhment, or merit, I 
have, were infpired from your precept, examplfej 
tod inftrudion ; andy like Pygmalion, you are be- 
come inamoured of^tfae works of your own hands. 
How doubly kind is it in a mafter, firfl to make hid 
pupil perfedl in his art, and then commend him fo^ 
his excellence in it ! Farewel, my guide and fafe- 
guard too, through all the dangerous paths of life. 

LETTER XXII. 

My dear J^anny, Naas* 

\\7^ might have gbt farther to night, but 1 

^^ chofc to ftop here, for two reafons; the 

firft was my impatience to write to you ; and the 

next, that I was heartily tired of tny companion, 

who 



«4 lr£TTER.S bitwem 

who was too welltnoanted, to efcape from od die 
roady-^bnt I have locked myfelf up here. 

He is one of tbofe mAtter-of-fa£l men, whoy 
being incapable of firiking out any thing, or idea, 
from their oWn fenfe, or imaginations, are eternally 
talking of what they have feen or heard ; as if ih&j 
were reading over a memorandum ,book ; and 
whofe whole converfation is, a diary off their lives ; 
for which reafon, they are never tired of talking, 
because they are themfelves the chief fubjefl-matter 
of their difcourfe. I afked him, a little peevi(hly, 
this evening, whether he had ever committed mur- 
der, that he could not bear his own thoughts for 
a moment i 

Perhaps I fhould have borne him, with more ]»- 
tience^ at any other time; but, having fo lately 
partdd from your charming converfe, I became 
more nice about my company, and lefs capable of 
any entertainment, except this of writing to you ; 
while the happy wretch is prating below flairs, to 
the waiter. 

I have not time now to fend you the rules, or 
maxims, you promifed to conduA yourfelf by, with 
regard to your life and health ; but, if you confute 
your own reafon and underftanding, I flatter my- 
felf, you will have the.eiTence of them all, before I ^ 
can reduce them into, a dull form. 

Adio Cara. 



H 1 J TU S. 

LETT EJl. XXIII. 

Dear Harry, , ' '* 

HAVE no news to write, but what I believe 
is none at prefent, that I am very angry with 
you. Now, do but obferve, fpe: atora, whnt an 
innocent countenance be puts on, fucb gentljsnefs 
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of manners, and d^mnrenefs of features, that it 
t^onld require proofs, equal to mathematical de« 
monfttatioo^ to convid him ; and yet I know this 
|)lanflble man to be worfe than a devil ; becaafe he 
has art enough to hide hi^ cloven foot. But, alas t 
rage is the (hortefi paffion of a woman's (bul } and 
I find (to quote a paflkge froih 6at <>{ your letters) 
^hat ^* * abfe*Bce to lovers, like death to enemies. 
•* buried eV€l7 fatilt, and enlivens ctery virtoe.** 
However, I am glad you are in the country, that I 
ftiay have the pieafure to think df you, in the nioft 
amiable light $ though it is poffible I )ye ; for, per- 
hapsj I have done nodiidg eife, bat with you back^ 
<ver fince you went. Yei it is a vain talk to think 
of rivallifligyour Naiads, Dryadesy and Ham^dr^^aAs^ 
fo, in allufion to your $ fong,. I muft *^ make n 
** virtue of neceffity,** and be cooteat. 

I am quite afliamed of this vile-f eoned fcrawl« 
not of quality ; but I hope youwHl excufe it, when 
I tell yon, that this pen was made by Noah, and 
plucked from the wing of that uogratcful Ravepf 
which flev(r frbth the Ark, and returned not again ; 
and -has been worn to the ftump by old maias, ki 
making anecdotes of tea-table taik ever fince. 

Adieu* 

* That letter is loft. 

J The foUovving foog, wrote extempore by Htenry, 
many years ago, u^on a particular occadon. 

DuJce ejl iifipere in Im* HoR. 

AL L hail the HrK of April ! to folly facred 
day^ 
AnA may We all enjoy it, for ever and for aye> 

And a fbolihg. we #iH go, we'll go, we'll go, 
And a' fobUtIg let us go* 

Vol. I. C ThereS 
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'l^berc's Socrates the wifeft maa, that e'er was bred 

in fchool, (felf a fool. 

'When at the height of wifdom • declar'd him- 

And a fooling, &c« 

Erafmus too we all. know, avcrfe from melan- 
choly, ^ (of folly. 
Employ'd his wit and learning, to write in J praifq 

And,a fooling, &c.. 

In love affairs 'tis always fools who have the beft 

fuccefs, . (Icfs. 

The wife refine on plcafure, fo make enjoyment 

Then a fooling, &c. 

jrom all oar boafted Wifdom, what advantage do 

we gain? (pain*. 

But to give ourfelyes and others a more ingenious 

•So a fooling, &c. 

Then pox on all reflection, and let us merry be, 
'i*or what are fage philofophers ? but graver fools 
than we. 

And a fooling, &c. 

Since all are fools, or firft or laft, then let us with 

one voice, (choice. 

Make virtue of neceflity, and fo be fools by 

And a fooling, &Ci 

^ '< All I know is, that I know nothing/' was an 
apothegm of his. 

X The Moxiae encomium. 



LETTER XXIV. 
HENRY to FRANCES. 

T D I D did hot write to you before, becaufe I 
*^ thought it a folecifm in good breeding, to pay 
you a vifit, en paflant, as country gentlemep call it, 
making an inn of one's houfe. Befides, it would 
hav^ been no compliment to you, to have wrote 

from 
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flromaaina, Avhere I was dull and idle; fo deferred 
it, 'till I came here ; where I have a world of bufi- 
nefs, and the higheft entertainmenr, that a number 
of agreeable women can give to a man of my conAi- 
totioD. And, to raife the compliment higher, 
(** car il eft bon de fe fair valoir") I affure you, I 
have a ftruggle with myfeJf, at prefent, about writ- 
log to you at all, left my letters ihould fall into 
aukward hands, during Tom's illnefs ; but my in- 
dioations^ with regard to you, have always beea 
too (Irong for my prudence ; fo on I venture, with 
a " Hoping thcfe few lines," &c. 

I cannot forgive your making Noah's meflcnger 
a Raven, a bird of ill omen ; ^x^hen you might hav^ 
made fo many pretty allufions to the Dove, emblem 
of love and peace. I beg henceforward your quills 
may be gently drawn from the pinion of the fond 
cooing turtle, and that the harfli croking of that 
boding fowl may never once afTauh my ears. . 

Here I might bring in a fubje^- matter appll* 
cable ; but (hall poftpone it 'till I am fure there are 
none but friends by. The fame reafon (hall pre- 
vent me from giving my thoughts upon the bufinefs 
you mentioned to me at parting, till I hear Tom is 
able to walk abroad ; fo (hall conclude, at prefent, 
with an extempore tag : 

Vive la joye, et Tamour, 

Et Diab!e emporteles Cafcurs ! 

Adieu* 

HENRY, 



w»am 



LETTER XXV. 

MY dear Harry's letter, at laft, relieved me 
from ten th&ufand anxieties, while you were 
on your journey, which are better felt than expref- 
fcd. If you koevir what pain your negligence gives 
me, I am furc you would be a little more pun^ual 
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io your corrcfpondencc ; but I aloioft deifair df 
crer makiog you feofible of the delicacy of my 
femlmeots, and am forry to find that you are iliU 
UDknowing ia my heart. However^ I accept your 
apologies, for *^ with eafe, alas ! we credit thofe we 
** love." But I beg henceforward, that yo« 
would not be guilty of i^Iuntary faults and omif- 
fioos, merely to Ihew, with what addrefs you caa 
^xcufe them. 

I do not at all doubt your beiDg.perfe£Uy happy« 
in the company of agreeable women ; and more fo 
than other men can boaft, in being approved by- 
them. But, " why am I told how Pyrrhus loves 
*' or hates V unlcfsnt be to mortify my vanity, or 
ftint that my letters may be an impertinent inter* 
Tuption to your pleafures at Elton* Yet I am en- 
couraged to write more particularly at this time» 
becauTe, perhaps, you may more readily come into 
my Platonick fcheme ; and that we may, without 
lois of time, enter upon that charming fyilem,! beg 
that, by return of the poft, you will fend me a* 
full and true hiftory of your giddy wandering- 
heart, from the time it laft trembled at a rod, tw- 
it's prefent fluttering at Mifs Rawley's feet, whom I 
know to be one of your company, and probably the 
faireft ; but I (hall purfue this fubjedl no farther, 
for 1 find mj-felf beginning togrowgrave, which is 
the next ftep to growing dull. 

I am offended at your fcemtng to doubt my 
knowledge in Sacred Hillory ; fo (hall refer you to 
the 7th verfeof the 8th chapter of Genefis^ where 
yon will find, that the firfl: Jiving creature, which 
fallied out of the Ark, was that very identical Raven, 
mentioned in my laA letter. I difbiaim all coqi- 
merce with the Dove, beqaufe it reiurne4with aa 
oUve-brancb, and I here declare waf w^tb your 
whole worthlefs fex i be you alone exccpieA froia 
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ny general refeotmeot. I wilh you that foft re« 
foky which ha» been, this week paft, a (Iranger to 

Your oWn 

FANNY. 



HIATUS. 
t E T T E R XXVI. 

Dear Fanny, 
'np AKE notice that this letter is dated the t^th 
* of April, 1747, Old Stile, that you may fee 
how pan6tual I am, in anfwering yonr's. For, by 
your faying I was* a week filenr, I fuppofe Tom 
forgof tny letter in his pocket, and I was really juf^ 
fifiifig dowiT to erfqoire whafXvas become of you, 
when I received your's. I aflTure you, I never fuf- 
fer a port to intervene between our correfpondence, 
and I w^ill date my letters henceforward to coA- 
vinde you of it. 

I anfi fdrry yon are iil-— I am not much better 
ihyfelf ^ and am r^daced to fuch ^ degree of low 
fpirits, as I (hould be afhamed to own, but tlMK I 
never difguife my foibles to you. i hope that it id 
owing merely to my diforder, that your letter ap« 
pears very unreafonable and unkind-; but that a ad 
other matters be referred to our meeting, whicb 
{hall be as foon as I am able to ride up to town ; 
and, though you flint me the pleafure of your com- 
pany to half an hour. I (hall find nothing new ia 
that, for I never thought I had that happineb 
longer in my life. 

1 thank yiu for the trouble you have had about 
my things, and have here fent you a bill for the 
cofts : I have not feen them yet, but am refolved 
to like them, except the green you have chofen be 
a willow, which from your letter^ I have reafon to 
apprehend. 

C 3 Iron 
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I may hear from you once at leaft, before I (hall 
be able to fet out, and hope to have a better account 
of your health, to know when you have fixed for 
your journey, and whither you are going. Adieu. 

I am your's, in ficknefs or in health. 



1 



. LETTER XXVII. 

My dear H-^arry, 

A M extremely forry to hear that you are ill, 

either in body or mind ; and I fincerely wifti, 

that my prefent fympathy could alleviate yourpainsj 

for I could with pleafure fay, «i( 

" Ah ! more tha.n (hare them— give me all thy 

griefs " 

I took the air three or four times in a vile hack ; 
and this has encumbred me with two new diforders, 
a cold and tooih-ach. I have quite loft my appe- 
tite \ and oh ! how long are the nights, and how 
fhort my (lumbers ? I am quite feeble, and my 
fpirits fo low that I can hardier fpeak, to give nc- 
ceffary direftions about myfelf; and you know 
what a helple(s family I am in. Oh ! hafle thee 
quickly to my aid, and bring Hygea with thee, 
more welcome, as alone enjoyed in thy loved prc- 

fencc, and admired converfe at leaft, oh ! fend 

me a ray of her divinity in your next letter, by tel- 
ling me that you are recovered. 

You call my laft letter unfeafonable and unkind, 
and (iiy ypu are preparing the willow. If to efteem 
you with unwearied conAancy, and to preferve the 
ftrongeft friend (hip for you, even tho* you do not 
merit it, can be called unkind (though I acknow- 
ledge it tol)e unreafonable) I (hall then own your 
charge is juft. Yet, notwithftandingall thisweak- 
nefs in my eafy nature, I am determined not to fee 

you, 
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you, but for the time I propofed ; and I hope to havp 
courage enough to keep a refolution, upon whicbj 
perhaps, the happinefs of my life depends. 

My head is fo bad, th^t 1 aii) hardly able to hold 
it down any longer, tho' I have a tboufand things to 
fay ; butj^ if I am able, I will write again by next 
poft. 

I beg you will let me know, when you intend to 
be In town ; for I have a qqeftion to auc you, whicb 
is of fomc confeq^uence to my repofe. 

** And oh. ! what anxious minutes* count they o'er, 
** Who doat, yet doubt y. fufpe^, yet fondly love/* 

Do not a(k me what it is^ for I will not tell yoa 
tOl we m.eet, 

Farewcl, Farewel. 

FRANCES. 



LETTER XXVIIL 

My dear Fanny, 

T AM very forry for the account you give of your** 
'' felf, and is it not,' at the fame time, an ex- 
traordinary thing, that I (hould wifli it were all 
true ? for I would rather you had real, than ima- 
ginary ills ; as one is much eafier cured, than the 
other ; and 1 have often had reafon to fufpe^ you 
of fpleen and vapours before now. 

I am quite recovered, and defign going to Dub- 
lin in ten days; but think it needlefs to carry 
Hygea with me ; " Nee Deus interfit, &c." for 
you poflefs her already, and bear her about a$ 
* Jupiter did of old, for Hygea is but one of thc: 
names of Minerva. 

* Minerva was bora of Jupiter's brain. * 

• C 4 A» 
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As fooQ as I get to towa^ I (hall wait iipoQ yos^ 
to talk over your extraordiaary and cruel fcheme 
of baniftiing me from your prefencc for ever ; aad, 
as to the queftion you meaa to a(k iBe» I will laf 
open ray heart and mirvd as freely to you in any 

f articular yoi; have a curio/lty to inquire into, as 
would to heaven, ** from whom no fecrets are 
«' hidden i" for» indeed, I know nothing, merely 
relative to myfeif, which I need, or would chufe 
to conceal from you ; aiDd> for what concerns otb^ 
people^ you can have no reafon to be anxious. 
I skia, my deareft, beft^IoVed girl» 
Your conftant and ' 

Beft-loviog Lovcr.^ 



•^T' 



LETTER XXIX. 

T AM extremelj pleaftd to fiad thal.JDjr daar 
"^ Harry has neither forgot his prooiife, nor bi» 
Fanny. YjOu fee my.puHe keeps eq«»al time with 
your's : I wifh I could fay, they made as hcalibful 
muflck. However, you may be aiTbrcd, yoar let- 
ter has been th^ n^^ft efficacious naedicioc I could 
ipfli^y hav^ oasct with. — As the mind has often aa 
pffeft ^po^ t\y^ bo4y to its defrimont, which yoa 
hint fo be my c^ » k 10 but fair k fliould all^ 
h^ve the iap^ towards its good ; and as there has 
j^een a fyqop^tihgr between us, ia iicknefi, ic would 
be a provoking cifcumftaace, if it did aot cootione 
ia h^aJth. 

Forgive n^ if I an Ucooick to-night, fop I write 
^ a ropm., where there are as maajr differenc 
fpngnest ^ the apoftles were infptred with ; thc^ 
I tbi^Ic ^he «Hu goQ would have beea jaAer^ if J had 
nentioned the building of BabeU 

I thank yon for your refined compliment, which,. 
thoT I have npc vajuty enough tdgivc credb to, I 

* aia 
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am however plcafcd at ; as I am with any thing 
which gives yon aa opportunity of (hewing that 
lively wit, which is elegant even in trifles ; and 
perhaps that pa/{ag« in yoBr letter was defigned 
as a fupplement to the * Morjs^ Encomium of 
Erafmus. 

A Well-bre^.young man threatens to read my 
letter \ fo I will clofo it« to fove 70a from tba 
fcandal of having b ftopid a correfpondeiit. 

• In praifeof F(dly, 

LETTER XXX. 
HENRY to FRANCES. 

Y HAVE been abroad about bulinefs, thefe two* 
* days, ihd' not very well able to go; and aa» 
jnll returned to Maidenhall, which I call coming: 
to myfelf again ; and the firft thing which occurs 
to tne^ ofcourfe^ muft be the apptyrng myfelf to 
you- 

Your letter was, as ' you fay, laconick 5 but I 
fiiould have thought fo, if it contained a quire o^ 
paper. However, I ki/Ted your laft bilTet,' as it 
was; in fome ibrt, an emblem of yourfelf, (horta d 
£weet. 

I fincerely wifti there was fuch a fympathy be- 
tween us, as you hint at, of mutual afTeftlons and 
paffions ; but all the dFeft, I feel, is like what is 
perceiVabJe in iron, touched by the loadftone; £ 
am fenfrble of an attr'aftion ; but alas f my needle 
points ftiH to the North, which ts the region of 
your chaflky. 

I will makc^my letter a§ (Sort as yours, to (hcw^ 
you, I can keep to a patrera^ tho' I have not been* 
able to p^ut as good fiufF in thcfiiU, Adieu* ! 

henry: 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Dear Harry, 

BECAUSE a furprize is an agreeable novelty 
in this iame repetitious world, I would not 
give you the leaft hint of our intended frolick. 
Kitty and I fet out on Tuefday morning for this 
place ; which we reached much fatigued that 
night, partly by ftage, and partly horles, which 
her brother brought to meet us at MuUingar, 
which town was all in flames, as we pafTed through 
it, but our virtue carried us fafe through the fire 
Ordeal. 

Djre£^ for me at Mullingar, for we fhall be all 
next week at the aflizes, which are expeQed to be 
very gay. I have often thought this a very odd time 
^for diverfion ; and that a jury (hall now pafs a 
rerdifl of death, and then go dance. There is 
alfo a fort of cruelty in it to the miferable wretches, 
whofuffer death or banifhrnent at fuch times; for 
the weight of all ills is increafed by comparing 
ourfelves with thofe, who feem to rejoice in health 
or happinefs. 

We (ball return to Dublin in ten days. 

Adieu ! 



HIATUS. 

LETTER XXXIL 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

IH A V E delayed aafwering your letter till the 
poft is jufl going out, that I might have as Itule 
time to fpare for that purpofe as poffible, left I 
(hould anfwer it too fully and circumftantially ; 
therefore fhall only fay, that, if you will recoileA 
yourfelf, yoo will find, that, fince the firft of 
i our 
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onr acquaiotaDce^ there has not been an ^Et of 
di&onour, unkiodDeTs) or even the lowed bafenefs 
to be imagined, which yon have not, at feveral 
times^ charged me with ; my love, my friend/hip, 
my honour, my word, my oath, all fu^eAed: 
and the higheft and often repeated teftimonies of 
them all dilcredited. 

" Are thefe things fo V* and are you furprizcd, 
I (hoold warmly expoftulate about them ? which 
was, in truth, all 1 did in that letter, that has 
moved you to fach intemperate refentment. 

When I prefs you home, about fome particulari 
in your former letters, you pretend to be in jeft t 
—Is this ingenuous dealing ?— -when I invite a large 
fet of company to pafs the (iimmer at Maidenhali, 
merely to fave appearances la your coming, you 
tdl me you underftand this, but as a pique of ho* 
nour. But indeed, Fanny, if I had not more true 
love for 70U» Uian I find I have credit for, the ca- 
price aud unreafonablenefs of your behaviour, ]Q> 
feveral inftances of our lives, would have left me no* 
neceflity for preferving fuch a pique. 

I (ball fay no more 'till we meet \ nor then, I 
hope, one word upon this^ fubjefl ; for I believe 
half an hour's reflexion, upon the fabdance of this* 
letter, will prevent all occafion of fuch alterxraiiom 
for the future. 

I am, my deared Fanny, notwithdanding 
the mortifications I have met with, 

Your's indeed^ 

HENRY. 



C6 



LET Tim XXSatt; 
PRANCBS to HENRY. 

^ What is the realbo that you ufe the thtts ? 

•* Bat 'tis ao matter— 

<< Let Hercules hlmijelf dowh^ be ma;, 

;* The Cat will oiew^aad'Dog will have his diy."^ 

ShAK£SB£AR«. 

IT IS a provokiflg thing, that I have not any 
perfoa to whom I dare appeal^ upon a diffe* 
vence^ or difpote between us. Tet it would avait* 
me nothing,, if I had ;. for that provoking, infincere» 
plaufible, phik>(bphick temper of yours, would 
prejudice any judge m yodr favour. In fliort, the 
veafonablenefs of my anger cannot always appear ; 
but the ealmoefs of your refentment may ; for^ 
while I am raging like one btt by a mad dog, yot» 
are looking as demure and wife as a phy^cian feel<* 
ing a pulfe. Thus fuperficial obfervers are impofed 
upon; bt^ the fearcher of hearts would find me all 
the time overflowing with tendernefs and good-na- 
tnre, your*s rendered callous by deliberate malice 
and calm rancour. 

I know you will be angry at this ; but lb yott* 
hivQpleafid to be with, almoft, every fecond letter I 
ever wrote to you, and every fecond or third con- 
verfoiion has been a quarrel. 

I find we are both very apt fcholars at a game- 
they call Snap-Dragoa; but it (hall not be my 
fault, if we do not leave, off before we have burnt 
oiir fingers j therefore, for the fake of peace and 
ft^wnd&ip, let our corrcfpondcncc end here* 
Adieu ! • ^ _ 

raANCEs. 
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LE TT BE xxxnr. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

yjT Q U began your laft with a <|uetatioo which 
^ aptly defcribes the life we h»relsd for (brae 
ritne paft -, but that I thiak our's is more unaccount^ 
abie; fo^t tbo^ a dog^and eat begin with fquab- 
bUngf yet ufe fi)OQ recoBciks them to each other ; 
and I haire (ectn them, ia a /hort time, quietly occnpjr 
each a cbimney*coroer» as becomes domeftic aol^ 
mals to do« While, on tlie contrary^ we met, at 
firfi, with that mutual love and good liking, which 
inight promife » long and conftant harmony ; yet 
were not one a^mth acquainted, before; /»ii/}, in hei 
majefty, had her back up, and curr fell a fnarling^ 
asWF ufe, habit, or cuftom>, whofe conftant Anft i$ 
ag^inft nature, naade a fport of reconciliDg antipa* 
tbies, and deftroytpg fympathiea. 

But, to quit this allegdry, I *beg, my diear, yod 
will confider, I never reprimanded you for any 
thing, but what I thought fome injury to your for« 
tune, cbaraSeF, pr health s moftiy the laft ; for the 
firft is too fmall for oeconomy, and the fecond toa 
good for ics^ndah But you are conllantly complain^ 
lag of bad health, and yet always doing the very 
things which deflroy it; you are eternally taking 
medicines, and, at the fame time, doing irregular 
things, to prevent their operation. Now it is pro- 
bable that there are but few drugs in an apothe- 
cary's (hop, which may be faid, if they do no good, 
to do no harm ; fo that you may £nd the bed medi^ 
fines, without a regimen, turn to poifon ; and^ 
though frequent parties to Chapel-Izod *may be 
extremely agfeeable to the rules of novel, — they 
are, I,afllire you, quite contrary to the laws of 
phyfick. Such irregularities, or excefs of any kind, 
may not probftblyi fafopa as yow imagine^ aofwer 

the 
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the end yoa have fometimes fo wickedly wi(hed for, 
the end of life ; but may, perhaps, take that ffaock^ 
ing turn, I meatioDed.to.you lately, 'from an hint 
of your phyficians, who fald you lometimes fpoke 
like a perfon who was going mad, and, with re- 
gard to your health, you afled like one that was 
fo. 

If, from all thefe apprehenfions, I fhould endea- 
vour to exert, perhaps, a little too roughly, the 
power and influence I thought I had over you, 
and which I never will make ufe of, but for your 
own advantage, I was in hopes of having the reafon 
and nature of the thing calmly and diipafConately 
confldered, and expe£ted your thanks (tho' I a(^ed 
Dot on fo poor a motive) rather than your refent- 
ment. 

But I have done, and do here promife you, that 
1 will never give you any farther offence this way ; 
for I find you will have no regard to your health, 
for your own fake ; and am afraid you have not 
kindnefs enough to take care of it, for mine ; fo I 
(hall, at leaft, keep the fentiments of my heart to 
myfelf, however I may be made uneafy with the 
aifeiSlions of it. Adieu ! 

HENRY. 



HIATUS. 
LETTER XXXV; 

^ My dear Fannt, 

1 DID not mean to trouble you about fuch 9 
* trifle, at a time you were ill, and only defired 
Tom to afk where you had bought the filk, that he 
might match the colour. Let me know what the 
charge is, that I may not owe you paltry debts,' al- 
ready fo bound and mortgaged to you. 

I am 
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I am extremely forry, aoy tbiog in my letter 
ihould provoke you, or make you uneafy ^ though 
I need not make any apology for being guilty of an 
errorvaoy body, who knows you> might be led in* 
to, the believing you never fay or do any thingi 
without a meaning, or defign. What I hinted at, 
w^e paflTages out of your own letter ; and though , 
upon my honour, I did not take them ferioully, I 
thought, at leaft^ you meant io make me uneafy by 
them ; and, not having the malice to difappoint the 
de/ign, I thought it would be fome amufement to 
my little Snap* Dragon, to find her fcheme was 
knfwered. 

: You have a right, I think, and a power, I fwear« 
to make me uneafy, whenever you pleafe ; and I 
fhall henceforward never repine at your preroga- 
tive, but when you extend it, as you often do, to 
the cruel height of rendering yourfelf unhappy in 
health or fpirits ; which is a method of wounding 
me> beyond the power of temper or philofophy. 
I am, my dearefl Fanny, becaufe I would not 
help it^ if I could, 

Your's eternally, 

HENRY. 



HIATUS. 
Lr E T T E R XlKXVI. 

Jug. I2tb« 

■XXZ H E N my dear Harry left town, I flattered 

^^ myfelf, that I Ihould enjoy *' a cool fuf- 

•* pence from pleafurc and from pain," and that 1 

ihould recover my (battered fpirits and broken 

conflitution, firmly refolved to live foberly, quietly^ 

and righieonfly, all the days of my life. But fee, 

the jftraoge perverfeaefs of my iUrs, more in fauU 

than 
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fhail I, wtuch driv« nie on the rock I tRottglit to 
fiitto; for I hare mit been one ereotng at homc» 
fiftce I (kw you ; but hatipe been continually iainierfsd 
in noife, folly, and hurry; dragged about in me^ 
kncholy parties of pleafm-e, where, as Popefays^ 

** I fit, witfe fad civility i I hear, 

«< With honeA anguiih, and an aching, ear/' 

And furely it ia a vice, which the devU was not 
fool enough to poffefs us with> to facrifice one's life 
«ad health, without fome joy in doing it. I wi(h 
you had died three years ago, for, if I had not 
known you, the now infupportable Aupidity of half 
the world would not have been foiffkCaflae toaie^ 
fop nothing is good or bad, but by coa^partfoni 
You will oblige me extrenoely, if you will tetd mt 
a diflkrtation upon fools; why these fiioiild bc fuch 
^iffisrence between men of the fame family, and 
fiime education, as may fc^quently ht obferved s 
and, at the fame time, explain to me the eaufe, foe 
feafon there can be none, why wome& aregeoerally 
fo fond of them. Yovi mu& know that a lady^ 
whom you foo^etimes have heard me make whim- 
fical mention of, has, in one of her flights, taken a 
mod unfortunate paffion for me ; and, as love is 
importunate^ fhe has not let m^ reft aa hour uk 
peace, fince that unlucky aera; though what I fuf- 
fer from her is not the worft pkrt of the adventure; 
for the oddneis of her chara£)er is* not unenterta n- 
}ns ; but fhe is generally furrounded by a gronpe 
0f miferaUe young ^ men ** of wit and humour 
** aboui fiown;*' wSb,by theway ofbeingfprlght- 
ly, talk nonfenfe by the hour, then, by way of 
galaofiry, crdm us into hacks, and away to Chaple- 
laod^ where I have fupped with the fatti^ fet, twice 
this week; and, 

«* Woe is me ! 
V Tobav« feen wiMC I have foefri feting wha( I fee f* 
6 Bnii 
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But, now I thtok of it, why did you not write 
la/l poft ? I confefsy indeed, that your fprightl/ 
letter had more fine things in it, than I fhali be 
able to pay you back in a thoufand years ; but, ta 
feme the Gods have given fortitude, &c. and, fince 
writing is not m; taknt, I think you would be 
more uoreafonable than the Egyptian ta(k-ma(lers» 
if you expected a return from me ; but, to play bacH 
the pertncfs of your own exprcfiion in one of your 
fetters *, " You may be afTured that my heart, at 
** leaft, keeps equal time with your's; tho* 
** you ipay have mpre wit, as well as love, at 
** your fingers ends/' And tho' I cannot pay yoa 
eff in your own coin, you may fee, by the length 
of this letter, that I make you the only tender I 
have in my power ; aDd,.Rkea compounding cre^ 
dilor, you muft accept of quantity for quality. 
' We have dreadftd wcjKhir here; long, tcdIons> 
^el, winter days, and (hort nights, which hardly 
givens time to warm putfelvcfs in ourbed^beforethe 
gfaoftof Phoebus re turns, to haunt tis with another 
uncomfgrtablcday. The ftrfeetsare not inucb abovp 
ancle dejep; which is an ^temiomg circtimftance 
to thofe who' have no equipages* In fhort, I am 
tlmo^ft ruined with the expeiice of chair-hire. 

I wl(h you could prevail on youriHf to write of- 
tener than once ^ week : for, if I am reduced, I 
▼ow, I will print your letters — X think they will 
keep me HI tea, clean linen, and plays; which, yon 
koo^^ l;s all my food, my apparel^ or my amufe<t 
mcnt. 

Adieu ! and thir^k often of 

Youf aSeAionate Faajpet* 
♦ Laft paragraph of Letter XVI^ 
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LETTER XXXVIL 

My dear Pauper, 

I RECEIVED yaur pretty lively letter, and am 
'■ .now fet down to confider of the queftion you 
flarted in natural philofophy, relating to fools. 

As Nature is faid, to have made nothing in vain, 
>vhat apology then for fools ? This difficulty, which 
has fo long puzzled the learned, I will oiFer. you 
two folutions to anfwer ; one by denying, and the 
other by admitting the faft. 

Firft then, I deny that Nature ever made a fool, 
but as fhe makes any other moafler ; not by 
^cCign, but through fome accidental imperfeftioa 
in the organs of conception, or cafual event, hap^ 
pening afterwards to the infant In the cradle. 

Next, I admit fools to have been made by deiigo^ 
and, no offence to you, (hall take the liberty to 
offer to you this hypothefis of the matter. 

Providence made man; and, feeing it not good, 
that man ihould be alone, made woman -, then, 
feeing it not good that womao fhould be alone, he 
made a fool ; before which time, it is faid, (he 
amufed. herfelf with the Devil. From which time 
knaves and fools have divided the favours of the 
fair. 

Let me now attempt a metaphyfical account of 
this extraordinaay matter, which has fo much fur- 
prized natural philofophers ; That two men, who 
have had the fame education, and, upon diffedlioo^ 
have been found anatomically the fame, have ^et fo 
greatly differed in their underflanding. For this, 
tee the Metempfichofis, or tranfmigration of fouls, 
according to Virgil's account of it. He fays,.iQ 
thefixih iEneid, that the fouls of thofe who- die, 
return to this world again, to animate other humaa 

bodies i 



HENRY ««rf FRANCES. 43 

bodies ; except fuch as, having completely acquitted 
th^mfelves on earth, remain in Eiyfiiim for ever. 

Now, iinceasmany, or more, are born, as die; 
therefore it is necefTary to create a number of new 
fouls, to fupply the place of thofe, who have fini(h- 
ed their courfe. Thus I conclude, that what is 
Ailed fenfe, or parts, in meif, is but a recoUedioa 
of former experience; and their having no confci- 
oufnefs of this matter, need be no objeAion to the 
truth of it i for men have often, in their fleep, ex- 
ercifed the arts they have been bred to, without 
any recoUeSion of their former praftice. The fools 
then of this world, I take to be fome of thofe new* 
fajhioned fouls ^oQQ2i£\QXi2\\y created, who muft ner 
' ceflTarily pafs thr6' an infancy of threefcore years, 
and be re- born to every (lage of human Jife, before 
they can arrive at an adult underilanding, and find 
reft for their fouls in Elyfium. 

The fecond part of your, propofition muft be 
deferred, to be confidered the next poft. 

I am, my fair querifV, 

Your faithful refpondent, 

HARRY. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

1 N anfwer to the fecond part of your quere, I 
(hall obferve to you, that fools are generally faid 

to be * ** « % % «»*«•• 

As I ha^e not my books, by me, I muft leave this 

fedlon imperfed, and proceed to another natural 

reafon \ which is, that thought and refle£iion much 

wafte the ftrensth, aqd diffipatethe animal fpirits ; 

which weakn^fs, fools being efpecially free from 

■■ ^ , here again I am at a lofs, — — — , fo I ihall 

quit 
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ijuit this fubjedb^ after having made one relfledtoft ; 
that» as women are faid, in general, to be extreme^ 
hf fond o£fools^it is forpriakig, that men of fenfe^ 
find fo little favour from (hem, as they are allowed- 
Id be iocemparably the greateft fools in- love. Fbr 
mnsutoffenie muA beat a fool, all tanotfaing, even 
ill faHy. But this remarkable di0tn£lloa, with 
women, muft be owing to their extraor^oary 
piety; paying greater regard to ideot& delivered 
iromthe hands of their Creator, than the fools- of 
Am own making. 
< £aough of thiff^ idle fiibkf^*^-'-^ Adieu F 

henry; 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
FRANCES tp HENRY*- 

vT\ O ST thw eirped: to Kvc^ afttr aJl this pro- 
^^ phanq fareafm tgatnft wwDea ? Or do yo<h 
hope that Hefiod 9r Orpheus wtre !to be the lafl 
facrifice^ to km\^ jnfticel. Obferve that I enter 
the Ms, and draw my pen, as champion, for ijie 
^honour of my injured fex, in which I fliaii proceed 
ftfter ye«F owa method : Krft^ by dcnyii^, amT 
then by admitting the faft. 

Firft, then, I aArm that fouTs are not of difFeren^- 
i[eQ«fers : Therefore, ia the metaphyfical nature of 
the qneftion, your fex has, origtnally, so advantage 
^ver our's. I have, indeed, fometimeS heard fuch 
*n arbitrary diftindiion made, as viiftues mafca* 
Kne*, and virtues^ feminine ; bat the ancients, who- 
fcft ciaifed all heman properties, were of a 6\fSi' 
»«t way of thinking, and tacitly confeflbd, that all 
Jirtoous qualities belonged moi-e properly to our 
2J 5 for I have heard you fay a very flattering 
»ng^ thati ^ in aU the karHed languages, the 

W>r«J e&eeUefidttS' w^e touhs of the feminine 

•< gender.** ^ 
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^ gender." If yoi| Bofmdt for Ki^reck and Latio^ I 
TvilJ do the fame for Fi^ocfa aad Italian ♦. 

This fliews, at ieaft» the ge&eral fenfe of lettered 
l^ibfophers, as alfo of great aad warlike natioost 
ia our favour s and what led them natnrally into 
this way of tfaipkiog, was, the otftcrring that att 
refinement in fenfe, and all improvementin manners^ 
^as entkely owing to t>ur influence over yomr un« 
couth natures, who aftejrwirds j>oli{hed tbofe vir^ 
tues, which we firft in^ired,^-'**— -^^^ ye had beew 
brutes without us/' 

Eut, not to iniiil oa' any fuperiorhy in this mat-' 
ter^ would it not be crisel and prophane to fuppofe 
that ihe Creator fliould require as great virtues 
from as, and Xubje<^ ois to as (evere trials as men, 
without iofpiring our minds with equal Arengthy 
or making pur iottts capable of as high moral per* 
feftion ? 

Your own readkig can farnifli you with iiiftancet 
in women, of ev^ery manly virtue, even of perfonal 
courage, and contempt of death ; fnfiicient to prove * 
the force of my reafoning; which, however, I 
ihall not einimeraie, left, my memory failing me, 
you (hould pertly- ^, thefe examples were but juf): 
fufficient to eftablifti the contrary rule, by their ex- 
-ceptions. to it. Inanfwer to which, I {hall make 
the reply^that $. a Isoai did once to a man, ^* yon 
*^ keep the art of painting in your own bandd.'^ 
But, grant that the inflances of female heroifm are- 
but few i are^AOt the opportunitaes of exerting it 

• It was fome Dutch wittcd grammarian who, la his 
c^hapter of genders, faid* that, the mafculine was^nore. 
worthy A»rt the feminine. 

X The ftUeteHs us, that a man and a lion had once 
a difpute, about th« fupcriority of their natures : of on 
which.^ the man prodactd the pidure of a I ton. con- 
qjdeied V^y amait; and the lion sudo the aofoer alluded 
to ajl^ove. 

as 
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as few alfo ? I mean with regard to anions publick, 
and fhiDing enough, for the notice of hidory* 
which, however, are neither moi^ amiable, or more 
difficult, than many virtues, you, vile men, give «s 
the occafion of exerciiing in private life ; to which 
you have arbitrarily confined the fphere of our 
^ftivity. 

Now even thofe few extraordinary examples, 
which you all admit of, fufficiently prove, or de« 
dare, the original excellence of our natures ; for 
reafon, or philofophy, may perfect virtue, but can* 
not create it \ though a narrow and illiberal educa- 
tion may fo deprefs and obfcure great qualities, as to 
give that paltry tenour to our chara^er, which 
you fo unfairty reproach us with ;—— which brings 
me to the fecond part of my propofition, and which, 
according to your example, I (hall make the fub** 
jcft of a fecond letter; — fo a truce, till next poft, 
but no peace, till jrouare fairly conquered. 

FareweK 

F. 
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LETTER XL. 

1 N anticnt times, when mankind began to frame 
themfelves into focieties and flates, the male 
part, perceiving they were born with greater bodily 
fircngth than the female, vainly concluded, they 
were originally indued with greater fenfe, and 
nobler fouls ; fo, partially arrogated to themfelves 
the fuperiority, at the fame time that they refafed^. 
very unfairly, the fame law of reafon, to aa horfe». 
though they acknowledge him to be an animal of 
greater ftrcngth than they. 

Now, in order to preferve this unjuft dominioti 
^ themfelves, and their heirs male for ever, they 
concluded no Salique law fo cffcftual, as to fetter 

and 



HENRY and FIIANCES. 47 

^M inflave our nuDds, by fuch a narrow, domeftic, 
and partial education, as /hould bury the feeds o^ 
feofeand pbilofophy, and byas our opinions towards 
a notion of their fuperior, ** manly fenfe and rea- 
fon." * 

Thus uneducated, and unimproved; or, what 
is worfe, condemned to a wrong education ; it is a^ 
unfair to cenfure us for the weaknefs of our under- 
itandiags, as it would be to blame the Chinefe wo* 
men for little feet; for neither is owing to the 
imperfeflioQ of natnre, but to the conflraint of 
caftom. 

When wotnen then aflfociate themfelves with 
men of moderate underftandings (for I think you 
too hnmble, when you brand thofe with the title 
of fools, who fall fliort of your own fenfe) it is on- 
ly becaufe it is natural and reafonable to prefer that 
degree of fenfe, which they comprehend, to that 
which is beyond their apprehenfion, and this is no- 
thing more than you would do yourfelf ; for I do 
not know what pleafure you could have in com* 
pany with a Rabbi, merely for his underftanding 
Hebrew, of which you hardly know the type. 

I believe that women, caterls paribus, . as Tom 
fays, always prefer men of the bell fenfe, as far as 
the limits of their own underftanding extend ; be- 
yond which, it would be enthufiafm, not rational 
affeftion, to carry their regards. I confefs, indeed, 
that there muft be an intire equality between the 
rivals, witti regard to fortune, titles, drefs, perfon, 
&c.— befcfre the fuperiority of underftanding can 
have the chance of Toeing coniidered. But then 
this is owing to thefalfe byafs of female education, 
which direds us to wrong means of happinefs ; and, 
inftead of being cenfured for our error, we ought 
to be pitied for not being rendered capable of judg- 
ing right. 

* Maria in the* Nonjuror. 

Henceforward 
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Henceforward therefore, I iaterdi£l yod, uifi 
foob} from, the oojoflQeis of «ny fatyr agmft 0|ir 
iex, till you have, by a proper and more liberai 
-edncationt ^iven our noble and ingenuous' natures 
fair play to exert themfelves. Do this, if ye dare, 
ye imperious tyrants, and ye (hall fee, how fmall 
we will make you. Oh ! let us once be free ; for 
know, that arts and . fciences cannot raife thdr 
iieads under defpotick fway. 

I (hall mentioa but one thing more, which ap« 
pears to me a very natural thought, that Provi- 
dence certahily intended women, rather than men^ 
lor the fludy and contemplation of philofophy and 
fcientific knowkdge ; as the delicacy of our frame 
feems fitter for fpecnlatioo, than a£Kon ; and our 
home- province aJFurds us greater kiftire than men^ 
who, from their robuft and a£Hve natures, feem 
calculated more for bufinefs, labour, and rnecha** 
nic arts. Out then, ye vile ufurpers of our nate* 
ral rights and liberties ; and -di ! for an army oi 
Amazons to vindicate our wrongs. 

FRANCES. 

N. B. St. Evremond fays, <^ that a woman is a 
more perfe6l creature than a man, fuppoTing eacli 
to have attained to their higheft degree \ foth^ 
thought it more poflible to fiad the flronger reafba 
of man in a woman than the cbarma and endear-, 
ments of a woman in a man.^' 

There is this reafon to fupport bis fentimentr that 
roafculioe fenfe is an excellence in womeB^ but fe- 
minine manners ridiculous in men. 
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LETTER XLI. 

HENRY to FRANCiES. 

** VcniheCilcti furens^ rmdiifq', in mi Hi bus at del ^-^ 
" Btllatrix : audetq^ vit is concurren Virgo,** 

There is more Latin for Tora. 

TAM charmed at the fenfe and fpirit of your 

letters, and fitid it eafy to recant from an error, "^ 
which was never feriouny my opinion ; and you 
roay forgive the fpleen of a * provoked lover, who, 
3s is generally the way, abuics the whole fex, to 
fliew his refentment to one. But I cannot help ob- 
serving, how gcneroufly, and like a knight-errant, 
you have behaved, to fly to the Aiccour of a weak 
combatant, by whofe fall you cculd no way be 
afFcfted. 

" Since fatirizing thofe, is praiGng you." 

To this you could not be induced, by any rtate 
policy, ^to enter into an alliance for your own de- 
fence ; but, like the Hnglifli, bravely ingai^e in the 
war, to prcferve the balance of pouhr; and, like 
them too, furnifh the whole expence j^ourfclf. 

For my part I declare, that, in general, T both 
like and efteem women better than men, they oftea 
excite the exercife of the mofl pleafing virtues, 
generofity, honour, and compaflion, they infpirc us. 
with the whole petitf's Mcrales^ as the French not 
unaptly term them, of complacency, politcnefs, and 
gendencfs of manners ; without which, as you fay, 
We had been brutes indeed. 

I never feel myfelf intirely chearfnl, but in their 
company ; for fpiightlinefs and good humour more 

• Alluding to a former amour. 
Vol. L D ^ particularly 
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particularly become you, than us, as your gayer and 
more poetical reading, >vith almoft an entire vaca- 
tion from bufinefs, enable you better to exert them:: 
In (hort, what was faid of mufick^ may very juftly 
be applied to your fex : 

** JVomen^ the cordial of a troubled breaft, 
*' Thefofteft remedy, that grief can find : 
** The gentle fpell, which lulls our cares to reft, 
*« And calms the ruffling paffions of the mind.** 

Your fcnfe too is of a prettier and purer kind, thaa 
ours ; un-incumbered with logical diHinfiionSy and 
uniainted with the fubtleties of the fchools, *^ you 
Xlrike each point, &c." * 

Your virtues alfo are more conftant and perfeft, 
as they flow from a natural delicacy of fentimcnt, a 
chaftc education, and a more implicit fenfe of reli- 
gion ; while our morals, being -firft obfcured by a 
libertine youth, are to be brought to light by the 
labour of thought and refleftion ; then pafs thro' 
the hands of legiflators, who fo mix and blend them 
with human policies, that tlie very fpirit is evapo- 
rated; or elfe they are fo fubiilized by the refine- 
ments of the philofophers, that the intire fubfiance 
vOf virtue is deftroyed. 

I (hall fay no more now, on this fubjeS, but 
that^ as 1 formerly hated the whole fex, on account 
of one woman, I (hall henccforwarcf love them all 
for the fake of another ; in confcqn^ice of whichj» 
I here throw this palinode at your feet. 

HENRr. 

♦ There is a text in Proverbs, which, by admitting a 
turn upon one expreffion, give> the preference, very juft- 
ly, to female erudition, ** The wife in heart (hall be 
" called prudent, but the fwcetm/s efthtU^i increafeth 
" kanning.'* - J-J. 
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^* S. I cannot reiift a piece of pcrtoefs, hi an* 
^wer to the laft paragraph of your laft letter \ bj 
obferving, that, whether knoVrledge was origioally 
defigned for woman, or no, I <aaiiot tell ^ bu^t Ihe 
^certainly was the fir ft who tafied^ it. 



H 1 A TV S. 

LETT E'fe XLn. 
HENRY to FRANCES. 



J) « CHE F A U e A U L T, or fome other maxim- 
" monger, has thefc words : ** It is a comnioa 
^* thing, with fome people, to exclaim againfl in- 
** conftancy, at the fame time that they are pleafed 
** to have an example of change ; for fometimes 
*' the warmeft love and ftrifteft friendfliip infen- 
**' fibly flacken, and we then feek a quarrel, merely 
" to have fopae pretence tofet ourfelves at liberty." 

This, my dear Fanny, feems really to be your 
"Cafe ; for, TH be fworn, there is not the leaft colour, 
io any of my letters, for fuch a charge againft me. 
I have not found fault (becaufe I would not wrong 
you) with any of your words, or adlions : I have 
not taken it into my head, that you feem tired of 
the commerce between ns, either in converfaiioa 
or correfpondence J nor have I ever fought a prc^ 
tence to put an end to it : So far from it, that 
though you have fo fairly (fay unfairly) put one in 
my way, by your laft extraordinary epiftle, I will 
not take the advantage of it; though it has a re- 
commendation, which could make me do almoft 
any thing elfe, iiamcly, your requeft. 

You dcfire too, that 1 would return you all your 
letters, for indeed I have them all ; bm this too I 
muft refufe you, for I (hoiild part tvcn with yom- 
v^riunf^s with more ix-'r^^an-cc, (Jan ir iL-.r.^ v i 



51 LETTERS between 

^ , • 

-would have, in refigning mine, and their auihor too, 
to help out the bargain -, which I do not think an 
tquivalcnt for the exchange you require, and I am 
too poor in wit, to part with any thing for lef^ 
than its full value ; though, perhaps, it would be 
but.flightly prized, if known how little I gave for it. 
Though i will not part with any thing of your's, 
you fee how readily I give you what belongs ei(her 
tomyfelf orotjiers : I fend you inclofed a lock of my 
hair, which you defued, when I faw you laft ; and, 
to pay the higheft cofDpIiment to female vanity and 
triumph, I alfo fend you a locket to put it in, which 
ivas given me by a very pretty woman, whofe hair 
I have taken out, and burned this day in the midft 
of fome of her letters, which I had by me. Adi^u \ 

HENRY. 
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RECEIVED my dear Harry's letter, and am 
much belter plcdfed to acquit, than condema 
you ; for, as fornebody fays, I think it is Pope, 
*' To fay I have changed my opinion, is no more 
^' than to fay, I am wifer to-day, than I was yeHer- 
" day." I am doubly pleafeJ to have my know- 
ledge increafed by a confcioufncfs of your regard ; 
but, in return for the maxim you quoted, give me 
leave to ufe one of the fame author's, where he fays, 
" That the violence done us by others is often Icfs 
*< painful than that we do ourfelv«s." Now, my 
dear Harry, if this be the cafe, I am dill unhappy 
in your correfpondence : For, be affured, that my 
fole motive for defiring to put an end to it, was, 
that I imagined it grew tircfome to you : and it 
would mortify me extremely, if I thought I owed 
more to your good- breeding, than your good- will. 
1 his opinion of mine, however, did iK>t proceed 

froia 
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from any fufpicion of your conftancy, but from a 
conrcioufnefs, that I had neither a natural, or ac- 
quired fund, fufficlent to return your charming "nd 
frequent letters, with that fenfe and fpiiit they 
required ; and, if ever I ner^'ecfted a polt, it was 
from that awe, which has often made me filent ia 
your company. But, if you have inJced conde- 
icenfion' enough to read the dictates of my little art- 
Itfs heart, with a more than partial eye; if they 
fometimes give you pleafure, even of good natured 
criiicinn, and that y(;u (HI I regard me with friendly 
apricks, I wiih no higher fatisfadiion than the con- 
tinuance of your entertaining and improving cor- 
refpondence. 

it humbles me fometimes, when I fu^eft that you 
only write tome, as Moliereufed to read his works 
to his houfe- keeper, that he might be fure there 
was natural wit, in whatever was reliOied by her 
untutored tafte. However, yOur condefceafion 
has, any way, its efleem with me ; and pats n>e in 
mind of a beautiful fimile, I have fomewhere met, 
quoted from the antients, " that a man of merit 
*' refemblesan ear of corn, which Hoops the more 
** it is loaded with grain.*' 

I thank you for the lock of your hair, but am 
angry at what you call a compliment to female va- 
nity. I afTureyop I do not feel any joy on this 
(hort lived triumph, but rather look upon it as a 
mementa 

** Of that hard fate, which fhemuftoneday prove, 
•* Who hopes, from Henry's vows, eternal love." 

Befides, I (hould have fet it in a more elegant 
manner, for your former miflrefs feems to have had 
but an old-fafliioned tafte; but I will now keep it, 
as it is, for its own intrinfick value. 

I fliould be tempted to fenrd you a locker, to re- 
place the one you have parted with j but if beauty 

D 3 could. 
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could not keep us Otaatlonnear yoar hearty I fear 
yoa would not let any thing, which belonged to- 
me, have any place about you ; nor even give it fo 
honourable a funeral, as that of the antient Romans*. 
I wifh, however, I could prevail with you to deal 
With my letters as, y>au fay, you have done with 
her's ; for I can't be eafy, while you have fo 
inany proofs of my folly in your keeping. Adieu ! 

FRANCES* 

Pray feud me fome more of your poetry. 



LETTER XmV. 
HENRY to FRANCES* 

1AM very well pleafed to find you ai^ atfctjgtK 
recovered to a right way of thinking : I fwear 
you wronged me much, if you really toagined, I 
could any way be tired of a correfpondencc with 
you, if you was kind enough to Wefs nae with one, in 
every fenfc ; nor can I believe you had even theloaft 
fafpicion about it ; but had a mind to make a far- 
ther effay of my fondnefs for you, like people, who 
rife to go away, in order to be preffed to ftay. 
Thefc are, my dear Fanny, icHe, romantic experi- 
ments, and I beg you will never make ufc of them 
again, as they fuit not with my fincerity and plaiQ- 

nefs. . , - 

As to the facrifice I made you,, it was neither 
out of inconftancy, or ingratitude ; but (he has been 
married fome years, and lives very happily; lo I 
burned her letters, and deftroyed her bracelet ; be- 
caufc I did not care to keep any thing of her's> 
tvhich might, at any time, give caufe of unjult 
fufpicion, or give me occafioato ECCoile<a aay thing 

aboAil 
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about her. By which means I thought to acquit 
iriyfelf with honour, both to her and you. 

The jBclofcd I wrote the other day upon my 
friend's illnefs ; which I ftiould not think worth 
fisndtng you, if I had not received your command3,> 
laft poft, to this effeft. 

Adieu ! my pett— write often, and oftcncr. 

H EN R Y. 

When firft Amyntor caught difcafc. 

My fympathiaung heart 
Could taHe no joy, till he had eafe. 

But felt an equal fmart. 

Far greater were my griefs than theirs^ 

Who wretched exiles Jive ; 
Slncerer were my filent tears 

Than hopelefs lovers givei* 

A Home, or mlftrefs, all may find^ 

And only fools defpairj 
A wife man's love is unconfin'd^- 

His home is ev'ry-wherc. 

But one fincere and faiithfnl friend; 

Is the beft gift of Heaven ; 
And all his wifhcs there fhouid end>^ 

To whom that blifs is given* 



H I jI TU S. 
BETTER XLV; 

FRANCES to HENRY. 

'T^HERE isfomething very provoking in your laft- 

* letter, which I have obferved in fevf ral others, 

upon like occafions ; and, in fliort, there is, in your 

wbole behaviour towards me, fometbing .which of* 

D- 4^ tea< 
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ten diflreffes me to the higheft degree. You firft 
fay, or do fomerude» flighting, or unkind thing to 
me; and when I refent it, by fpeech or letter, you 
throw yourfcif into your provoking calmnefs, and 
are mafler of fo much politenefs, addrefs, and power 
of connrciiunce, that you almoft perfuade me it was 
impoflible for you to offend : Which is fomewhat 
like the archnefs of an academick, who, when he 
has burned your fingers, will give you logick, to 
prove there is no heat in Hre ; which, tho' it amufes, 
does not prevent your fmarring ; and, when I 
think to relieve myfelf by complaining to others, 
they do not believe rae, agalnft fuch gentlenefs of 
manners and fpecious fliew. 

In the.hiftory of Reynard the Fox, there is a 
Aory told : That, once upon a time, all the beafls 
of the field rofe in arms againlt our hero, On ac- 
count of fome rogueries charged upon him; which, 
they thought, brought a difgrace on there brutefhips. 
But, when rhey came to his den, they foUnd hioi 
reading his Credo, and concluded the inforjnation 
to be malicious. When Nero was feen playrng oq 
his harp, who could have thought it was he who 
had juil fired the city ? 

In (hort, my dear Harry, I wifh you would re- 
folve to be either an angeU or a devil, (for yDU caa 
be ei:her) and prefeive conftancy in your option; 
becaufe this fufpence, you hold me in, is the moft 
uneafy ftate in the world, as I cannot determine on 
any certain fcheme of loving or hating you : So I 
fhall c. nclude, at pre;fent, with a tag from one of 
Martial's epigrams : ' 
^' There-is no ILviog with you, or witbout^you 

Adieu ! 

TRANCES' 
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LETTER XLVL 
FRANCES to HENRY. 

'INHERE is no news in this town, butwhat, to Be* 
-■• fure, you have heard before, that ■ ■ is 

gone ofFwith . I pity her extremely, for^ 

as file is very pretty, and very young, ftie has pro- 
bably a Jong and (hocking fcene to go thro*. Had 
ihe erred with any other man, flie might have had 
the common excufe of being deceived ; of a depen- 
dance upon his honour, &c. But (he abandons 
herfelf to the vileft infamy, 

' *' Who fwells the triumph of known perjury.** 

If a woman fliouldbe tempted to forfeit her own' 
charafter, (he ought at Iea(Vto take care that the* 
man has fome characfler to lofe, fo as, tKo'* ffie be^ 
Gomes a private viftim, (he (hall not be made a* 
public facrifice. If I was to do an acS^j which I 
could not ju{\ify to the world, I would, at leafl-^ 
take care to have fomethihg to excufe me to myfclf. 

But poor Mifs has nothing of all this to* 

palliate her indifcretion ; fbr (lie has, as Young; 
movingly exprefTes it, 

'* Set- out to fea upon a (hatter'd plank, 

•* And puts her truft in miracles for fafety***' 

rfeel a mortified pride and indignatiorr -upon alll 
occafiQos like this j as. I fuppole you men do, whem 
you hear the ftary of a coward ; . left it (hould bring 
a reflection upon human nature ift general . for : uf- 
tom, though not ethicks, or rel?gioii, has put cou- 
rage in your fcx, and cii^aftity invour?, upon the 
(am« footing*. How inequitable a law that is, may 
be proved from ihis^ one confideration • I hat u)u 
have but feldom any occafion of exerting your ima- 
ginary poiat^. of honour 5 whili poor weak womcc 
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may have, every day, an eoemy to combat, ei'tRer 
within, or \i4thoiK; and fametimes, hard fatef 
may be attacked by both at once* 

Some French writer fays, *' Qu'cHe eft: a plaiodre, 
<' qui a en meme temps, Tamour, eC la v^rta !'*' 
but I fay more juflly, ^^dle tft a fbtlndrty qui a 
fke l^ amour feultmintf 

I am aftamed at having ceded fo much ra this- 
trgument, but there is no dlfguifing^our fdntiments^ 
to you natcrral philofopher^; and, to thofe who are 
acquainted with the fratse of humaei mitare, I 
tbidk it prudent to own the truth, left our anions 
might be deemed as difingenuous, as our words;, 
which puts me in mind of a very juft remark of 
your's, upon, a certain occafion : " That none but 
^' cowards ever denied their being liable to fear/' 
And it was a noble faying of Turenne to one of his- 
generals, who took notice of an extraordinary emo-> 
tion he obferved in himi the morning joft before a< 
defperate engagement : ** This coward-body trein'« 
*♦ bles, at what the brave foul dares this day.'* 

I fhall take care to forward the letters you in** 
clofed to me laft poft; and think they are wrote^ 
with that feafe and virtue, which is fo familiar to • 
you, as to appear in your moft ordinary a6tions. 
I am fond of your good wiflies for their happinefs,« 
as you Juflly limit it to thdr merits ; had yen gifea^ 
them one grain more, I fhould have been extremely 
angry, as it would have been impioufly preftiming to, 
be more merciful than God himfelf. However, 
not to make too fevere a law againft myfelf, I hope 
you will not deal fo, debtor and creditor like, witK' 

Your very fmcere aad ai&fHonata 

FANN-Y. 
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LETTER XLVII. 
HENRY to FRANCES. 

Monday morning, 5 o'cloclr; 

T* AM juft returned' from performing my ufaal' 
•^Ambarvarlia in the morning ; and have roofed 
sii my labourers to work, except thofe who are ill;, 
whom I have vifited, and affifted both with adioce 
and money. Sometimes, when I take thefe rounds^ 
I mend a fence, drive cattle out of their gardens,, 
and do many fuch little benevolent offices ; which ^ 
are extremely pleafmg in the exercife, and flatter 
my mind too, as if I was a fort of guardian angel, 
aflifling unfeen, and watching over thofe that flept* 
When lam, as' it were alone, awake among the* 
brute creation) I feel myfelf, like Adam, fole lord^ 
of this globe; and this refle£lion camions me,fromi 
his example, ^< to take heed left I fall." In (hort,. 
I'have often looked' upon early hours to be as ne- 
ocifary.to virtue, as they are to health; for I be-- 
llevemoflt men are wicked,. raihcr for want of rc- 
flef^ion^ than want of- principle ; and the charming' 
Icifure, which rifing early affords for contemplation 9. 
I take CO be a great help towards the improve- 
ment both of morals and religion^ How natural i«' 
true devotion, when the mind is at liberty to re* 
fleft, with gratitude and admiration, upon the' 
bounties and beauties of Providence T and I am< 
Ttry fure that the fedocer has infinitely more power 
over a roan immerfed in the world, than over on©: 
who has fecluded himfelf from it; infomuch, that- 
I' never* knew a very contemplative man, a wkked 

• A certain; annual feftival^, among the Romans, when 
they perambulated the bounds of thoir farms^ and facri-* 
ficcdtoCercst 

D6^ 
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one, Cncel have been capable to obferve upon the 
manners of maakiad. It is in fuch retirement, that 
the confcience has fair play to exert iifelf j and 
that a man> has leifure, as it were, to conn over hrs 
leflbns of philofophy, morality and ^religion, before 
he \% called upon to repeat them, when the fchool 
of the world is met 5 by which means, he rouft be 
more perfeft in his part, as he will have an oppor- 
tunity of getting it by hearty before.he has occafioQ. 
to put.it ia pradiice. 

<* Oh! loft to virtue! loft to manly thought f 

*^* Loft to the noble fallies of the foul, 

" Who think it folltudfe to be alone ! 

•* Communion fweet ! Communion large, andliigK! 

** Our reafon, guardian angel, and our God ! 

** Then neareft thcfe, when others more remote;. 

** And all, ere longj (hall be remote, but thefe. 

Young's Night ThoughtSi. 
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. LETTER XLVIIL 
FRANCES to HENRT. 

V^ OUR thoughts upon the nature and pafllon of' 
"• refentmcnt, are philofophical and iogenious", 
and wrote with that fenfrble calmnefs, which I al-* 
ways admire in you ; tho' I am fometimes provoked 
at it. In fhort, I have often thought it was your 
peculiar htippineft to have been ble/fed, by Provi-* 
de'nce, with a ju«dgment to direft you right, and 
an heart to purfue its dilates ; for you really do 
cot- feem to be born with-a fpirit fuflUcieat to adu— 
ate. 3 our virtue without it*. 

• v> But, 
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But, in anfwer to your laft letter, I thiuk; I may 
ebferve this, that you feem rather to argue agaiuft 
the paffioQ of anger, than the principle of revenge. 
1 hat we are to fubroit to the viciffitudes of fortune, 
with chearfulnefs and refignaiion, as they are pre- 
fumed to be the difpenfatiuns of Providence, who 
knows both what we are able, and what it may be 
for our advantage to bear, is a point we are both 
agreed in ; but, whether we are to look upon thofe 
misfortunes, which proceed from the ingratitude, 
perverfenefs, envy, hatred, or malice of mankind, as 
the chaftifement of Providence, fo as to confider 
our enemies as evil agents, diredled to good pur* 
pofes, as divines tell us is fometimes the cafe, is a 
doftrine, which does not appear quite fo plaufible 
to my underflanding. Why may we not fuppofe, 
that human fraihy, or the inftigation of the Devil^ 
fometimes prompts men to enmity with their fellow- 
creatures ; tempting them to communicate fome- 
gortion of that mifery to others, which the evil f pi- 
rit of mifchief torments their own hearts with ? In 
this cafe then, I look upon revenge to be not only 
natural, but moral too; for the difappointment of 
malice, or the retorting of it with vengeance, is a 
more likely method of cuiing the vicious habit, than 
non-refiftance and forgiveneis, which but nouri/h 
the diftemper. 

Your fenthnent, "That we fliould behave well 
*' to our friends out of love, and to our enemies 
** out of picque,'* is certainly very noble ; but give 
me leave to obferve, that this is but a partial v^r^ 
tue, as it regards entirely our ov/n advantage, but 
lends not tathe reformation of another's manners. 
This may have an effect, perhaps, upon fome inge- 
nuous natures, but about luch onr late letters havd 
not been- converfant > and^ in truth, they are fo 

. few. 
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f^w, that this can only be cofifidered as a partica^ 
lar, not a geoerai rale *. 

I may be wrong in my opinion, but Natare nevtfr 
itrriy and, as the brute creation is infpired with fuch* 
s pafBony we may fliie it the fecond principle, as 
felf-prefervation is the firft ; and I dare fay, that 
Seneca, dying in the bath, would have fmited, in- 
his laA moments, to have feen Nero pale and 
bceathlefsat his feet. Perhaps too^ it was fome idea- 
of revenge on Ca^far, that nrompted Cato to ptic 
himfelf to death (otherwife he afted very unac- 
countably) to difappoint the conqueror's triumph^ 
and to draw ofF the acclamations of the world, iQ< 
fccret murmurs at their hero's fate. However, tO' 
compound this difpute upon revenge, I will agreb' 
with you, that, as a paflion, it is a vice, provided' 
you will admit, that as a principle, it may be a-' 
virtue* 

Adieu I 

F; 

♦ Charier the ^th made a good diflinflion' upon this- 
febjca; he faid that «* Clemency, like the fun's hca^ 
melted wax, but hardened day.!' 
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LETTER XLIX. 

HENRY to FRANCES; 

'^ffANKS to your enquiry, lam much better iii 

health and fpirits, than I wns yefVerday ; which 

1 atiribine chiefly to your vifit If you really have 

»oy thing to fey, as you hint in your letter, are you 

fr^* ^*^"*' ^^^ ^^*^ ^^ ^^^^"^^ ^^' '^«^* you are firft 

ci^'^'lb!^ T ' "^'^ y^" ^^"^^ ^"^y g'^« «>« the 

^ »a»t 1 naay be able to uacc your labyrieth : 

For 
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For I am not ingenious enough to unriddle your 
meaning without it. In ftiort, my dear, you have 
fo fpeculated away your fenfes, that one muft have 
theintuitiVe fcience of an angel^ to eonverfe with- 
jou, by the intelligence of fouls; 

As for the antithefis of your regards for me, it is 
no other ways to Be accounted for, but by fuppof— 
ing, that you have either impofed on me, or youn- 
felf. Jf you ever loved me, you do fo flill : I need' 
fiot add, that you have more reafon for it now, if 
reafon Has any thing* to do in foch afi&irs. If yoa< 
never loved me, you ate only grown indifferent to* 
me ; and, being aihamed to own it, as that is a.' 
ftate, ^hich lovers never come to, you pretend to* 
liate me. 

Pray who are thofe friends youhint at, who have- 
merited more from you than I ? None, indeed, thoa* 
child of fentafy and caprice^ e?tcept, by greater me- 
rits, you mean greater perfonal worth ; and, in thi» 
particular, I muft confefs myfelf the meaneft of your 
admirers, tho' the fincereft of your friends. You^ 
have certainly a very whimfical .manner of playing- 
with my pafflon for you ; and after the kiodncft' 
and condefccnfion of your vi/iryefterday, I con- 
fefs myfelf furprized at the unaccotrntablenefs of 
your letter this morning; h (hall do myfelf the 
pleafure of yaiting on you this evening-; and, if t 
have the happineis of meeting- you alone, and ae 
leifure enough, I defign to have fome converfat'iojl; 
with you farther upon this fubjc<a* 

Adieu, ma Bizarre ! 

HtNRV. 



»»..-.- 
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LETTER L. 
FRAN CES to HENRY. 

I AM extremely obliged to you for your fprightif 
poem ; there is an uncommon fancy in it which 
pleafes me ; and it is fomething of this ftile in your 
chara<Sler which attaches me fo remarkably to you j 
for, were you but like the beft of other men, you 
xnight find me often yaunihg in your face, as I do 
at them The only variety 1 find, in the circle of 
my acqwaintance, is jn the cornet, who is grown fo- 
lively of late, that, as Bayes fays, he has "elevated 
« and furprized me;" and, as a man of gaiety, 
without a miftrefs, is, in the opinion of the town, 
no man at all, he lias bethought himfelf of throwing 
his devoirs at my f-^J^t ; and, taking advantage of 
your abftnce, proceeds with fo much unwonted 
gallantry, that your poor Tphigenia may be in dan- 
ger of being fmitren by her Cymon ; or, like Pyg*- 
m^lion, become enamoured of a ftatue of her own. 

enlivening. 

Perhaps yon are very little concerned about all 
this danger-, and, ki\ you fhould lead the way in. 
the high road of inconftancy, I think it would be. 
prudent to take Fiior's advice : 

** Change thou the firft, nor wait thy lover's flight. 

Befides, it is a good maxim, that they who are 
firft cured, are beft cured ; which, I hope, is- pret- 
ty much my cafe, thanks to- fome part of your late 
behaviour ;. which has been the moft efficacious 
medicine, and, perhaps, the only one, which could- 

noffibly advance my recovery;. fo far I am your 

much obliged debtor. 

I wrote to you laft Tucfday •, but was then fo 
much in the elegiack ftrain, that, I fear, it W4 sa dif- 

mal 



>» 
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mal penned piece. I am not much in a gayer mood 
at prefent, than at that time ; but why (hould I 
complain, where I can hope for no redrefs, but 
merely to have my griefs infultcd by philofophick 
le(5lures ? 

** IndiiTrence, clad in wifdom's guife, 
** All fortitude of mind fnpplies." 

It is eafy for us to bear what we do not feel ; 
and they are beft capable to give advice, who are 
not ccmernfd. However, I cannot help acknow- 
ledging the generofity of your behaviour upon fuch 
occafions ; for furely it is kind to take evenfo much 
trouble in matters, where you feem to have no fort 
of inter eji. 

Adieu ! my dear Stoick. 

Your's, 

FANNY^ 



I 



HIATUS. 
LETTER LI. . 

A M extremely forry for the diforder you com* 

plain of, as I know your frame delicate, and 
your conftituiion tender; your prefent ftate of 
health is indeed a proper apology for your lownefs 
of fpirits, but, at the fame time, a ftrong reafon for 
your exerting them to the utmoft. 

As for the gentleman who, you fay, has attemp- 
ted in fome particularities, as the phrafe is, to take 
me off; I beg you in return, will prefent him with 
my thoughts, upon his pantomime art, in the fol- 
lowing eflay. 

If fools are not the only mimicks, -they certainly 

are the beft in the world ; for having no charadlers 

of their own, they can, with more eafe, adopt an- 
other's^ 
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other's ; like the Cameieon, which has no colotir it- 
fcif, and is reported to catch the hue of any objeft 
Dear tt. 

To (hew the trivlalnefs of this art, children are 
obferved to be the mod natural mimicks ; and a 
girl in leadiog-ftFings will £hew ypu bow mamay. 
and how dada» dances or takes fnufF. 

Even in mimick life, where one flEiould expeft 
this praAtce to be in mofl efteem* among Hage- 
players, the mimick is held among the loweft clafs ^ 
for» in the fame proportion as the reprefenting 
the excellencies of human nature is the nobleft party, 
(b is ridiculing its foibles the meaneft. 

A buffoon, who values himfelf upon this imper' 
fe£fio% has the fame pride with a baboon, who it^ 
felf the moft ridiculous animal ia the creation, is, 
Botwiihflanding, the highefl caracatura upon jtbc 
human fpecics» 

Adieu I 

HENRY^ 



LETTER XXIL 

\y| Y dear Harry may fee, by the quicknefs of n^ 
^^ difpatch, the pFeafure I take in obeying hi» 
commands j for, tho* I have not any thing to (ay, 
yet I fhould think it a breach of them tp omit a 

f' oft. But, not to take more merit upon me, thait 
deferve, I will honeftly own that felflote di<fiates 
moft of my letters, and I undergo the fatigue of 
writing many a tedious page, in order to purchafe 
a few lines from you, ** Point de rofe, fans pique ;'* 
and am as well pleafed, with the exchange, as the 
French and Spaniards have reafon to be with theit 
traffick to the Indies, where they purchafe gold 4nd^ 
jewclsL, by toys and baubles* 

I war 
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I was a great deal worfe, wbetil wrote laft, thaa 
I owned at that time ; for I apprehended an inflam- 
mation on my lungs, which, 1 was in hopeSj would 
have proved mortal : 

** For I am weary of this earthly day, 

" Want higher joys, and long to wing away.** 

My reafon for not telling you, was, becaufe I was 
tinwilling 10 anticipate your plcafure on the occa- 
lion ; befides, when people are furprizcd, they ge- 
nerally make a (Imile ; and, tho* I could not be 
fenfible of what you might have faid, I have too 
Hiucl^ regard to poftcrity, to prevent their profiling 
by your wit. I am dill as ill as a violent cough, 
fhortnefs of breath, fore throat, and lownefs of 
fpirits can make me ; and yet 1 am mightily afraid^ 
I fliall recover ; fo I fufTer to no end, but 16 make 
medefpife life flill more, if pof&ble. 

I aflurc yott this is not raillery, for I was fo feri- 
ous, as to make my will ; and left yon every thin^ 
in lif» which I thought valuable ; 1 chiefly mean^ 
yonrowh letters, for, alas I I have little elfe, that is 
worthy of your acceptance. 

Farewell my deareft Harry, living or dying. 

I am eternally yoar*8> 

Pli 



LETTER LIII. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

1 RECEIVED two letters from you, laft pofl', 

' of different dates ; and find you are returning 

again to the Melpoihene ftrain, and are as great a 

riddle as ever. You trifle with yourfelf very idly ; 

for fure, if life is not worth your care, health is. 

I felt your diforder^ before 1 heard of it ; for I 

have 
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have been in the fame way myfelf, for fome time 
part, I am forry to find the fympathy of our bo- 
dies fo great at this diftaa^.e but, I find, 

the fphere of your af^ivity is very extenfive ; nay, 
more powerful than any of the fixed fiars ; btcaiiie 
you can influence, as far as you are capable oi bt- 
ing c()Di:em plated. But no more of your malij^n 
afpects; and I be^r that all your future letters may 
be wrote ia a chearful ftrain, tho' it (hould be evvn 
a Ji a:n to you; — forgive the quibble — for, be af- 
fured, that nothing keeps off either natural of 
moral evils, fo well ascheaifulnefs ; fomebody calls 
it, *' the heahh of viitue." And I will venture to 
carry it fo far as to pronounce,, that a man who is 
not chearful, is either a knave, or a fool. Take 
notice, that all. diftempers fooner feize on us, whea 
we are low fpirited ; .and all ill luck, and misfor- 
tunes, afHi6t the coward mind, more than the brave. 
Chearfulnefsl take to be the beft Ijyma we can 
ofFec up to OjUr Creator, as it (hews gratitude aa4 
acquiefcence \ while melancholy betrays repining^ 
and defpairat the ways and difpenfations of Provi- 
dence. It is a degree of the greatefl. crime man can 
be guilty of, fuicide, and the greateft degree of it 
too ; for deliberation is the higheft aggravation of 
a.crime. 

One of the ftrongefl: articles of guilt alfo, inftanc- 
rd in the crime I mention, is, the depriving thefoci- 
ety of a member ; by how much more then the 
vi6iim*s merit is, by fo much greater rouft the de- 
ftroyer's fm bc« ■ ' Think of this and tremble. 

HENRY^ 
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HIATUS. 

LETTER LIV. 

Dear Harry, 

1H © P E you have, Before this, received my con- 
gratulatory epiftle, on the day that gave you birth; 
and, I think, I ought to condole with you now, for 
liaving entered into the oid-faftiioned fcheme of 
houfe-keeping. I thank you for your obliging 
wifh, but am angry with you for fufped^ing that I 
(hould be tired of the place, for I could fay, with 
Cowley, 

•* With thee, for ever, I in woods could reft, 

*' Where never human foot the ground has preft : 

** Thou, from ajl (hades, the darknefs can'/l exclude, 

** And from a defart banifti folitude.'* 

So much by way of anfwer to the civil part of 
your letter ; but, 1 confefs, I am quice at a lofs to 
know what return to make to the remainder of it. 
I have fo often fpoke my f&ntim^nts to you upon 
fuch occafions, that I have fcarce any thing lefi to 
iay, but repetitions ; which 1 am not fond of, upon 
fo ungrateful a fubje<5l. 

Jf 1 knew any method to convince you I am fe- 
Tious, and refolved in what 1 (iiy, I would, upon 
my honour, attempt it with the greatefl pleafure; 
iho' it were parting with a limb 5 as it would 
thenceforward fave you a great deal of necdlefs 
trouble, and me from a world of anxiety and morti- 
fication. This might, perhaps, give fuch a turn to 
your regards for me, as 1 could wi(h ; or prevent 
your ever thinking of me at all j even which I 
fhould prefer to thinking of me as you do. I (honid 
then be at liberty to love you, without hating my- 
feif ; bccaufel (hould then have an efteem iox you. 
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which might jaftify my paiEon. I (hall only aaa, 
that if you have a mind to convince me you defire 
either to fee, or hear from me again, you will never 
mention fo unkind, fo ungenerous, and fo unman- 
ner'd a fubjd^ more ; for I ftiall nev r anfwer an- 
other letter of your's wrote in fuch a itylc ; which 
if you fometimes ufe to &ew your wit, you have no 
excufe for, as your f*tnd does not require the aid 

of liber tinifm. 

That I do love you, I own, and confcfs it more 
freely, fince I find I have, thank God, fufficienft 
flreogth to acknowledge it with fafety 5 for, I an 
glad to find, I do npt love you better than myfelf 5 
and, tho* I would chearfully facrifice all that is 
periftiable of me, for your happinefs, I fhall take 
care to preferve that part of me, which may make 
you, at feme time of your life, not aihamed of hav- 
ing loved me. In (hort, if you bear any affinity to 
that Omnipotence which accepts a contrite heart, 
you cannot meet a more fincere devotee; but, if 
you are like one of thofe heathen deities, which 
irequired a human facrifice, I declare^ 1 have no 
offering for youi altar* 

FRANCES 



LETTER LV. 

Dear Harry, 

THO' yotf .have ventured upon that fame fub- 
Jeft again, yet you have done it with fo much 
addrefs, that I need not hold my refolution of not 
anfwering your letter. The fudden change in your 
morals, I confefs, furprizes me ; but too prompt 
converts, they fay, are feldom fincere; and it muft 
be a goofe indeed, that is not aware wb^n a fox 
preaches, 

2 Now, 
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Now, I think, even your former letter more to-» 
9erablc thaci this ; for there you declarfd opeo war, 
liere you would circuravefit ; and it would humour 
my pride, rather to be over- powered, than to be 
-over- reached. What you propofe, would do well 
enough for a woman, who only waited for an ex- 
•cufe : Bur, in my opinion, this would only mend 
the matter, like hypqcrify added to vice ; or, at 
beft, a fort of don't know, as it were, neither this, 
nor that, nor one, nor t'other, nor good, nor bad ; 
i^but hanging, like Erafmus's paradife, between Hea^r 
4^en and Hell ; without vice enough to repent of, 
or virtue fufficient to boaft. — Away, away — PUl 
iia'none on't, 1 11 ha' none on*t.^^ 

I am not fo unreafonable as to take it ill, tha^ 
you do not offer what, I know, is not, at prefent, 
within your power and prudence ; but, I have reaU 
ly great reafon to refent, that you ihould attempt 
'to offer me any thing (hort of it. 

You rally me, very unfairly, upon what you call 
•my Platonicks : For, I never pretended to carry 
^ffedation to fuch a ridiculous length ; fo that I 
ionly declare myfelf a Platonick in virtue, not ia 
•romance. 

Your fcheme is, perhaps, a very plaufible one 
tfor the world, if I fhould have occafion 

* " To tell them by and by, how the rogue 

ferved me 7' 

But, notwiihftanding, there is wanting to me' a 
.certain felf- con virion, without which, all your 
fenfe and logick ferve only to puzzle the will, not 
.to determine it. 

You have, without doubt, a very extraordinary 
art, which I never perceived in any 01 her perfon, 
4iod which it is impof&ble for me to defcribe with* 

* The ta^ of an old fo^g. 

out 
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Cut a paradox 5 it is a faculty of convincing the 
reafon, without fatisfying the mind, I know, be- 
fore- hand, your ready anfwer to this, that it fhews 
people's prejudices ft ronger than their reafon : But 
be it fo, for me, — when prejudices are on the (iife 
fide, it is a virtue to liften to them ; and I have jufl 
now luckily recollefted an admirable fentiment, I 
heard you once quote, from fome antient ethicks, 
•' That we (hould never venture upon any aftion, 
** where we have the leaft doubt about its being 
*' honeft, or difhoneft 5 for this very;doubt declares, 
" at leaft, our own innate confcioufnefs about it, 
** which is higher, and prior to logick and cafuift- 
«c ry».»» This, and fuch other good things, has my 
dear Harry often faid, read, and wrote to me ; for, 
when you are not on your guard, I have often dcte£ied 
you to be a man of honour and virtue ; and, when- 
ever you appear othervvife, I am convinced that it 
is more the vice of the times, thaii of the man ; 
which was the apology made for the puns of Shake- 

fpear. Indeed, I tremble often, to think how my 

dear Harry may be *' beaten" with many ftripes.'* 

I have burned your lalV, and former letter, upon 
this fubjedl ; left they ftiould ever happen to appear, 
to the difadvantage of your charafter, or to ihe 
prejudice of mine. 

I would have preferved the wit of them, if I had 
been chymift enough to feparate the gold from the 
drofs ; but they periftied together in tfie flames, the 
natural confequence of keeping bad company. 

Adieu ! 

FRANCES. 

• Sluoi duhitas^ nc/ecerhfM the old adage for it. 

Henry* 



HJENRY and FRANCES. 7J 

HIATUS. 

LETTER LVI. 

T ROPE my dear Harry Vill excufe my felfift*'' 
^ nefs, when I boaeftly confefs, that I am better 
pleafed his negligence mofnld be owjflg to a] mod 
«my caufe, than this forgetfulnefs of me. Do not 
infer from this, that I am unconcerned at your ill* 
neis ; for, indeed, I have felt itferer^ly^ and donbt 
has added a thoufand fears, which I hope will never 
exift, but in my tortured fancy ; and, furely, your 
negle£l of writing could not be worfe timed ; for, 
2 really wanted fomethtng -to fapport my fpiriis, in 
die fcene of forrow I bare gone thro', iince we 
parted. Were I to repeat ihe circumftances, which 
have happened, I dare fay, yoor good nature and 
geoerofity would bg (hocked, therefore I /hall be 
iilent ; — let it fuffice to tell you, I have fuffered 
dearly for my indifcretion, and, '* as to mention is 
^* to ftiffer pais/' I fliall continue this fubjeft no 
farther. If yon are curious, Tom can give you all 
the particulars, who has behaired, with great good 
aature, in the affair ; and I would not have, men* 
tiooed it at all to yon, if I did not fufpefl that he 
would do it himfTelf, tho* i bad his promife he 
woold not. 

My aunt is flill ignorant of'your having been ia 
town : but, I fear, Will not long be To, as there 
wants only this, to compleat the affair; But this 
and all other ills vaniOi, when I compare them to 
the lofs of your life, which I had rcafon fo lately to 
apprehend ; or to the loft of your love, which I 
live in conftant ^pprehenfion of. Yon dedre me to 
write often, to aniufe you ; but my letters are a fligbc 
return for the pleafure of yours ; tho* Sappho feys^ 

<* The lefs my fenfe, the more my love appears."! 
Vol. I. E WhlcH, 
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Which, by the way, is no great compliment to 
that paffioQ ; at leafV, this is not fuch a paflion as 
you are capable of iofpiring. However, I have 
often doubted ofyour tenderneis, from the opioioQ 
I have of your underftanding, and have fometimes 
aflced myfclf, 

<( From whence do all his foft exprefGons come? 

^' Sure not from love, for that, they fay, is dumb. 

'' But fuch a paffion may I never prove ! 

'* Give me a fpeakiog and a writing love ; 

'^ One that can with juft eloquence perfuade, 

-'' And juftify the fondnefs of a maid. 

Adieu! 

P. S. Upon recolle£Kon, I beg that, if Tom has 
fiot mentioned the affair to yon, you will not write 
to him about it, and you fhall he^r it all from m6, 
when we meet. I have a reafon for this, which 
did not occur to me, when I gave you leave to 
afk him. 

I fent ofF the things, you defired me to buy, by 
the ftage ; I hope you. got them fafe, and approved 
my chdce and bargains. 



LETTER LVII. 

\ 

llh dear Fanny, 

< 

T AST poft I received yours, in anfwer to mine, 
■*^ from Carlow, and I aflure you, the hints you 
gave me of fome uneafioefs you fufFer at prefent, 
lay me under the fame circumAances; and more 
fa, becaufe I cannot guefs, what it is which afFedls 
youi Tom QOt having -mentioned a fingle word of 
it tQ me, as you apprehended ; and has fo far 
proved himfelf a better confidant to you, than a 
friead to me. Now, I muft infift upon it, that 
you will give me a fuU account of thU matter in 

your 
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your next letter, and not keep me any longer in 
fafpence; on that condition, and no other, I will 
not inquire about it from Tom ; nor (hall I ever 
mention a circumftance relating to it, to any perfoa 
living, if there be any thing in the ftory which 
requires being kept fecret. As to my ftate of 
tiealih, which you are fo kind to be anxious about, 
I am, I think, growing better every day, rho' but 
flowly ; I am however pronounced by the phyficians 
to be out of danger, and am refolved never to fall 
again, except at your feet. I have difchargcd my 
doftors, and iTimefliall be the only phyfician 1 will 
make ufe of, for the future, to perfeft my cure ; 
for as he comes generally unfent for, I may fpace 
my fees, of which I happen to have lefs, at pre- . 
fentj than even of health : Time has this in common 
xvith moft phyficiaus, that, tho' he fails to cure his 
patients, he can givis them an opiate, which quiets 
them, till the day of judgment; and how it may 
fare with us then, time only can fhew. 

The things you bought for me, are not come to 
hand yet, which happens to be very inconvenient 
to me. Your negle<fl of fending them by Mr, 
Wheeler, was the occafion of this mifhap; and 
** the moral of the tale I fing,*' that ill luck mufl 
attend every thing you do contrary to my advice-; 
^vhich brings' me back to my firft fubjed^, and may 
give you 'a fufficient hint, not to delay informing 
me fully of what you allude to in your former 
letter; which that you may the fooner apply your- 
fclf to ihe difcharge of, I fhal! trefpafs no longer 
on your leifure, but conclude, what 1 (hall never 
otherwife conclude, except with life. 
Your fincere and affe£lionate lover, and yourfrlencj, 

P. S. Pray fend me twelve yards of white callic#, 
by the next Aage, for a friend ja my neighbouc- 
iiood. . , ' 

E 2 



y6 LETTERS ietween 



LETTER LVIIL 



Dear Harry, 



L 



AST poil brought me the pleadog account of 
your recovery; farcly fome Sylph, whofe 
charge I am, contrived that it (hould then arrive, 
even in the blacked hour of my life, when my 
fpirits Were funk to fuch an ebb, together with my 
own uneafinefs, and fears fpr you, that nought 
within this fublunary fphere, but thou alone, 
couldft raife them. 

Now, give me leave to tell you, that nothing, 
but the joy I feel at your returning health, could 
make me bear the remainder of your letter with 
patience ; if your phyficians had not pronounced 
you out of danger, I (hould have done it, from 
your writing in fo peeviQi a manner; for you fay 
of yourfelf, and I have once or twice remarked it, 
that, when you are ill, you feel more tendernefs, 
humanity, and good-nature about you, than at 
any other tinie ; which is contrary to the general 
obfervation, thdt perfons in ficknefs, pain, or age, 
even at thofe feafons when they moft (land in need 
of the comforts of fociety, and the alEftance of 
friends, do- then more particularly, and abfurdiy 
too, contrive to deprive themfelves of both, by ill- 
humour and pervcrfenefs of temper. Perhaps, 
providence has wifely implanted this weaknefs io 
human nature, to take off fomewhat of the con- 
cern, we (hould oihcrwife be too fenfible of, for 
the ficknefs or death of our friends, or parents ; 
^hich is fomething like the good-natured expedient, 
»^€ard made ufe of by a gentleman, who fre- 
quently retired to the country to fee his fethcr, 
auTing his vacation of bufmefs at Dublin, and had 
* ntiie brother there, who was fo extremely fond 

of 
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of hitn, as ta cry far -a week after his departure; 
being informed thereof, he ever after contrived to 
pick fome qaarrel with the boy, the morning Re 
was to go away ; this fucceeded fo well, that the 
Httle fellow ufed to call for his horfes, and cry, 
*' Well, I am glad you are not to ftay'here another 
** day." But, indeed, I generally obferve, you 
fcold me when you find me melancholy ; at leaft, I 
perceive it more then ; as if 1 was a crofs child, to 
be chid into good humour. If the meflenger neg* 
leAed to deliver your things, I cannot help it; and» 
as I thought mine the quicker method of convey-- 
ance, I am no farther anfwerable for the delay : I 
fhall not anfwer your inquiry about the matter I 
hinted at, for, if I had thought proper to write it, 
I (hoald have done fo at firft, without waiting for 
yoar^ peremptory commands ; and 1 muft be, for 
once, ^.abfolute as you, in defiling that you will 
not mention InorPom. Let itfufEce to tell you, th«nt 
the fiorm is now blown oyer, and that prince 
Volfcius was the perfon who raifed it ; you (hail 
know more when we meet, if you reft content with 
this for the prefent. 

You did not tell me whether you would have 
the callicoe, yard, or yard and half wide ; fo I 
(hall not buy it, Mil you are more explicit, led; 
you (hould pUafe to be angry at another innocent 
blonder of mine* . 

Adieu ! 



LETTER LIX. 
Dear Fanny, 

YO U rejoice me extremely, by fayfng the 
affair of prince Volfcius is blown over : and I 
approve myfclf for my own forecaft, as, I own, I 

E 3 fufpeftcd 
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fufpeAed fomething relative to hiin, in the matter,^ 
-*-I perceive by part of your letter, and by recol- 
leftion of feveral others, that you are very fond of 
an amufement the French call faire la Guerre ; and 
often imagine unkindnefs in mfc, fpr the pride of 
forgiving it : and indeed, without fome fuch con- 
trivance as this, that noble faculty in you could 
never have an opportunity of jexcrting itfelf, from 
any occafion offered by me. I only meant to rally 
you about the difappointment of my things, which 
I have iince received fafe, and well approved of: 
and wanted to tempt you lo let me know the af&ir 
you hinted at, which you have not told me ; but I 
am eafy, becaufe you fay you are fo, . I fhall not 
call on Tom for any farther exphnaiion, nor prefs 
you on that head more, till I fee you ; and I am 
forry to fay, that will not be fo foon as I defigned^ 
for I (hall not be able to leave the country this 
fortnight yet, on account of fome bufinefs which 
has occurred fince I wrote laft. The caUico is ta 
be but yard v^ide. 

My health is a'1mo(l eftablKhed, thanks to your 
good wifhes : I hope I may preferve it at our afliizesY 
to which I am juft fummoned. Health and hap- 
pincTs attend my dear Fanny, and take me in their 
train ! 



LETTER LX. 
My deareft Fanny, 

T VENTURED no farther than this^ to-djiy, 
'*' for I had a great deal of rain on the road, dnd 
Was afraid to pulh on thro* the night air, for the 
three reafons I gave you this morning, as the foie 
things which CQuld oaake me uueafy at the tbougbu 

o 
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of death. I am now very well, thank your a(kiDg> 
have juft dined, and am drinking your health. 

I thought, with great pleafure, of your meeting 
nje at Laughlins-town, upon my return j. but I do 
hereby releafe you from that promife, for, coming 
by the houfe, I faw, even this bad day, three 
genteel coaches, two hacks, a poft-chaife, and two. 
four-wheeled chairs unharneffed beforq the door ;, 
now it is pofliblc, and very probable, that fomc* 
perfoD, in every ope of thefe equipages, know^ 
both you and me ; and the pleafures I enjoy, in 
your love, arc not from open vanity, but fecret" 
piide, and>. 

<* Like a good confctence, foUd joy fupplies/* 

Of which,' whoever, could boafl, never knew the* 
(Weets. I would, fteal'*to*7our. love, as mifers to 
their wealth; left the fufpicion of it might tempt 
others to " where my treafure is;* for there, in- 
'* deed, nny heart is alfo." . You fee, what a Pla- 
tonick you have made me;'for^ I,fpeak of in- 
telledual joys now, as warmly, as I ufed to do o( 
the pleafures of fenfe. But^ in (hort^ what I 
Clean by all this, is, that, iince our meeting at 
Laughlins-town, would not have the * charming 
confequences of fuch a frolick appearance, I (hould 
not chufe to adl ** Hypocrify againft the devil,'* 
and leave the world room to imagine me, more 
happy than I am* 

At fome diftance from this town, I amufed my- 
fclf with one of the moft curious pieces of exquifitc 
bad lafte, I have ever met with ; and which pu^ 
me in mind of that epiftle of Pope's which we read[ 
together, the other evening. It was the decepti^ 
vifus of a (hip in fail, on the top of a mountain, 
which, I. fuppofe^ terminated the viito of Some 

E 4 abfard 
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abfurd fc1tow*s ummprovewent i\itTt2hoviXs\ whicK 
fhews miftrefs Johnfon's exprcffion*, hmied ia 
one of yoar f letters, tho* a tautology ia fenfe^ 
not fo mach fo io terms. This may be ranked 
among the tmnatural pleafures, I mentioned to yoa 
lately, with whkh the daemon of Caprice has pof- 
feflcd the human brutes of this world. The cu- 
rious artift too, left any of his merit fhould be 
loft, by the natural appearance of the objedl, bad 
placed it on the left hand, white the fea was 
roaring on the right, that the paltry contrivance 
ifilght be obvious to the meaneft capacity ; or, if 
there was any defign to deceive the view, it was, 
by fixing the &iip among a parcel of horrid rocks, 
fo that one mighl fuggeft to himfelf a fhocking^ 
objefl of diftrcfs, thrown up there, by the raging 
of a temped, or the violence of an earthquake > 
which but heightened the Tdea of falfe tafte, and 
put me in mind of feveral famous pieces of paint- 
ing, Which have difpleafed me greatly; fuch as 
ilorms, battles, chics on fire, executions, chained 
flaves, &c. which i never could endure the con- 
templatiort of, for a moment. The only thing 
which can recommend, ia fuch pieces, is, their 
being well drawn ; but this only renders them 
fliil more ftiockjng, as a bad man needs but fenfe 
and courage, to be a deviL 

There are fome much admired pafTages in poetry,^ 

which I am jdiflaiisfied with, for the fame reafon ; 

and that a relifti for fuch things Is an inftance of 

!p '^^c, I think may be deduced from this one 

ird • • that providence has fo wifely and juftly 

i:an^'°^^ ^^' ^^^^ nothing, which gives us pain, 

po/Iibly give us pleafure i except overcoming 

• Improved for the better. 
• ^fte gf the letters whidi are loH. 

tilt 
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the <nftcinpcrs. of the body, or the vices of tb^ 
aiind. 

Adieu f my dear Moralift, and believe me- 

Ever your's, 

HENRY. 



LETTER LXr. 

Dear Faknt, 

T Received yours, and hope my laft letter vrllf 

* fafHclently explain the miftake of the poft. 

I do a Aire yon that you have no rival at Maiden - 

hall, but one, which is at preftnt fitting on the 

table, and endeavouring to fnatch the pen out of 

niy hand ; but, according to the fafhion of the 

World, you have nothing to apprehend from her, 

for (he is not one 1 love^ but only one who loves^ 

n^e. Jn ftiort, file has taken a moft unnatural 

affeftioff to me, for every other Cat in the houfe 

flics for it, when I appear ; but Sultana Pu/s^ from 

a kitten, has foilicited my regards, followed me 

about the houfe, and mewed at the door, when I 

was (hut up in my room. She lay with me too for 

fome time, till her fnoring difturbed me. She is 

an odd animal alfb, in other refpefls; for ihe 

really* is very low fpirited fometimes, and her 

nerves are fo weak (which I attribute to her 

drinking tea in a morning without eating) that the 

leaf! loud word fets her trembling; fo that I dare 

not chide an aukward houfe maid, for fear of 

putting madam into one of her hyfterics. I de/jga 

taking her to town with me, for advice' of phy- 

ficians ; and perliaps a creature which is reported 

to have nine lives, may at length fiod benefix from 

thtor kill or cure prefcriptions. 

E 5 Ihasre 



I have pften langhed ai the fio^plicity of Mo]>* 
taigoe playing with his cat, bat (hall heaceforward 
accept him among the philofophers. 

Ma cherey adieu! 
Et croyez mot 

^e je futs^ 

Sans contreditj 
Le plus fidele de vos Amis. 

m^ ■■ ■ ..^ .^ ■■-. . ^ m. I ^ n ■ ■■■■■■■ I ■ 

LETTER LXII. 

T AM extremely glad to find my dear Hariy a 
^ votary to Montaigne ; he was always a favourite 
of mine ; and I am greatly furprized that I never 
thought of introducing him in our epifiolary con« 
verfations. I know not whether he is numbered 
among the philofophers, but I tbink the very 
nmufement^ which you have copied from him« fpeaks 
Kim a more pra£)ical one than any I have heard 
of. For, as to fubdue our paffions is the end of 
all philofophy, he gave the higheft proof of having 
reduced his to a ptvic& calm, when he was contenc 
with fo trjHlng, an employment as fiddling with his 
cat. However I have yet one -doubt, which 
poffibly may derogate from his merit, whether he 
had not paflcd his grand climaSeric, before he 
found out this charming amufement. J have oftea 
been delighted with him, even when I was a child* 
for remarking, ** That there is a certaia general 
'^ claim of.kindnefs and benevolence, which every 
** fpecies of creatures has a right to from us/' 
And think it much to be regretted, that this ge- 
nerous maxim is not more attended to in the affair 
of education* ; for , thij reafon, I admire you for 

* ■ ■ p imoque a capdc fcrarucn 

IncaluiiTe putem maculacum fanguioe ferrum. 

Ovid* 

en- 
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eofdeavouring to obtain the befl advice you can, 
for the recovery of your favourite's health ; fince 
the mod refilled philofophy allows, that we have 
reafoQ to believe the fenf^tions of the fmallefl 
animals and infers are, in fome cafes, as exquiflte 
as thofe of creatures of far more enlarged dfmen- 
fions : my darling Shakefpear feems to be of this 
opinion, when he lays, ** The poor beetle that 
** we tread upon, in corp'ral fufFerance, feels a 
•' pang as great, as wheq a giant dies," But what 
amazes me is, that ypu, who love retirement fo 
much, have not found out a more rational com- 
panion than your cat ; for I am of Balfac's opinion, 
V Que la folitude eft certainement une belle chofe ! 
** Mais il y a plaifit d'avoir quelqu'un, qui en 
ffache repondre, a qui on puifle dire, de terns 
en terns, que la folitude eft une belle chofe *." — 
But I muft not forget, that, as often as I wi/h for 
your company, you may as often wifh to be alone, 
and that 1 may perhaps be, at this inftant, breaking 
in upon one of ihofe hours, which yoli defire to 
etijoy without interruption, I fliall no longer de- 
.tain you, than while I add, that 

I amj and ever (halj be, 

afFetSiionutcly youis, 

FRANCES. 

*"Tul]y has a ftrennrer femiment upon this {bbje6l. 
Verum ergo id eft, fi quis in coeluin afcendiffet, na* 
taramqye m-undi ct pulchritudinem fiderum pcrfpexiflet, 
ifiiuavem illam admirationem ei fore, quae jucundiiTima 
foiiTet, ii aliquem cui narrarec habuiiTeti 

Cic. dcAniic, 



E 6 



S4 LETTERS htwait 

LETTER LXIIL 

Dear Fanky, Calllcdcrmor,. 

^np H E rata overtook me at KilcuileD^ and there 
^ I wi(hed for you (as I fear I (hould have dooe, 
though you had been prefeut) ia vain ^U night, 
the life-loDg night. Between that (bge and this» 
tlie rain fo moiftened my clay again this morning* 
that here I am obliged to vnQi for you> both day 
aud niglit \ but, in which term I defire you moft, 
I do aiTure you, lam fometimes doubtful ; for you 
aloQe of all your fex, yx)ung and handfbme, ever 
brought it any thing near a moot point, whether 
I (hould chufe the polfeflion of your love or friends 
Ihip; if, by naming one, I (hould be precluded 
tram the other. In fuch a dilemma, I Aiould 
confkkr myfelf, like the paradife of Eraiinas, fut- 
peaded between heaven and hell ; for though en- 
joymeat, eiiher of your converfation or perfou^. 
would be heaven to me, the deprivation of either 
would be hell. This equality of fentiment b not 
owing to any luckinefs ia my compofition, (etting 
the balance between the rationale and irratFonale of 
my conftitution ; but to your extraordinary merit^, 
which makes me think the enjoyment of your per* 
fon would be almoft rational; and, in return, the 
fprightlinefs of your converfe, and- poignancy of 
your wit> << darts through tb« foiil^ and almoft 
J* gives enjoyment," 

I left town with a cold, and my freqtsent wet- 
tings have (b much increafed it, that I am, at 
prefenr, as ♦ ** ho^arfe as bondage.** I (hall uhcrc* 
fore ftay here to-night, and quack, my felf; for to- 

* ^' Boodage is hoarfe, and may not fpeak aN)ud.'' 

Homed and Juliet. 

morrow 
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norrow I will reach Maidenhall, coute qui coutep 
becaofe I expeft to receive a letter from you there ; 
and befides the impatience I have for hearing from 
yon, I have To much good breeding, with regard 
to every thing which relates to you, that it extends 
itfelf even to your letters ; which I feel myfelf 
afliaffled for, if, by any cjiance, they He on my 
table, for 'a moment, before I kifs the feal, and 
raviih the contents. 

I falute you now in (ack whey ~-^ Oh ! thac it 
were the pofIet» 

Adieu t Adieu I 



LETTER LXIV. 

Dear Fanny, 

I SE N D you the lines I mentioned to you lateljK^ 
' fomewhat more correct than I could repeat theai 
from memory. 

On Ablence. 

Dear to my foul, while thouVt away, 

I rather pafs, than fpend the day ; 
Thy abfeAce clips the wings of time> 
And every clock forgets to chime.. 
With thee L'Allegro is my fong, 

II Penferofo tunes my tongue 

Wbeo thou art gone — the midnight ma(!y3^ 
The wanton dance, and fprightly flaflc. 
The joyous friends, and flowing bowr. 
Have loft the power to warm my foul : 
But, like Prometheus'* man of clay. 
Ere he had felt the folar ray, 
I ftand unmov'd, and wait in dull fufpenfe. 
Thy htav'nly charms to warm me into fcnfe* 
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LETTER LXV. 
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RECEIVED my dear Hajrry's letter ♦ lurdi 
fpite of my refeQWeat at your tedioas filence, I 
find I muA ' forgjir^. I wa^ 4eternMned aever to^ 
write to you again, but you have too ofteo proved 
the weakaefs of my refolutloO) aud, as Prior i&y9»> 

" Forc'd to doat on tbee thy own way,, 
« I chide thee firft, and then obey." 

, I thanH you for your poetry ; I think it ex- 
tremely pretty, but am jealous of the perfon it was 
firft addreffed to, tho' her right was prior to 
mine. 

In the fecond line, I find you have aptly alluded 
to Addifon's diftindlion between /pending our time, 
aqd letting it pafs. The fecond couplet is truly 

J)oeticaI, *' Clips the wings of time, and clocks 
* forgetting to chime.'* 1 think you have, with 
great beauty and judgment, obferved that rule 
mentioned in the Ef&y on Criticifm, that the 
words fiiould feem an eccho to the feofe : as for 
example, •* With thee, L'AlIegro is my fong," 
goes off brifldy, and the line is ihort. *" II Pen- 
** ferofo tunes my tongue when thou art gone."-— 
Here the words move heavily along j and, in order 
to lengthen out the line, you have fufpended the 
cadence till the -middle of the .next. The fame 
criticifm, I think, may be made through the 
whole, and the lafl; line but one is a fine one ia 
this ftyle, " I ftand-un-mov'd-and-wait-iQ-duU- 
fuf- pence." ■ I fancy I fee the ftatue, 

I (hall be quite piqued, if you do not efiay 
fomething in the poetic tafle,- in compliment td 
me. I am fuch a Lilliputian fubjedl, that the 
poefy of a ring would fcrve me ; I mean to exprefs 

my 
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rt^f misHts r t)qt I fl)ouI4 daufe yoit would ratbev 
expatiate oo my £aalts» as the oiore copious fubjefir 
would give you a better opportunity of -fliewingp 
Tour wit : aod take notice, that if you ever again 
Lint any thing of that kind, in plain profe, I ihall 
call it downright fccdding. 

i (bould not finifb this letter fo foon, but that I 
fiad yoii expert half a dozen Cor one; fo I muft 
huiband what little I have to &y, in the beft man# 
fter I can, by dividing it into to many pofts. 

Adieu V 
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LETTER LKVI. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

AM not at all furprizcd at your ftory of 
Mrs. — — — 's fecond failure ; for indeed I am 
not apt to be fnrprized, when I hear of fuch things 
at the firft. This is not owing to any flight 
opinion I have of women/ but to the knowledge I 
have of human nature, which, with my obfer- 
vation upon the carelefs and improper education 
riven to mod young women, gives me rather fre- 
quent furprize, that we do not more often -hear 
ftories of this kind. 

Rochefaucault, who is a fevere moralift, as moft 
of the French are, fays, ** There are many women 
" who never had an Affair, but there never was 
** a woman, who had but One;" Which fhews, 
that he thought the firft 11 ep the only difficulty, 
Yet I h^TC known fome devout finners, who though 
not able to 'defend themfelves, while yet in a ftate 
of innocence, vainly ipiagine to recover virtue from 
thqJr,faU; like the fable of Antaeus, who is faid tp 
have gained frefli ftrength, when Hercules threvr 
faim on the ground* Ovid is fevere too on this 

fubjeft. 
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fubjed, ** Lafa pudicitia eft, deperit ilia leiirct r*^ 
Which paflage is too grofly tranflated, to be quoted 
fccre. Rowe has a flroog Kne ia his Shore : 

^* They fet, like Aars which, fall to rife no more.V 

However, I do not judge (o hardly, in this matter^ 
as the generality of people do : 1 agree with them 
indeed, that, when women fell fFom wantonoeTs, or 
vice, it is very probable they may fm on to the end 
of life ; but a woman may be overcome fo manjp 
other ways, excefs of love, too great conlfidence ia 
the lover'-s honour, circumvented by fraud, or 
overpowered by furptize, that an adventure of this 
kind does not always betoken a failure in virtue ;. 
and a perfon, injured in any of thefe ways, may 
poffibly recover ftrength from their misfortunes, as 
a bone is faid to knit firmer in the broken pact than 
in the found. 

The ftory you tell me of ■ CarprijLts me 

more than the other, tho' It is of a piece with his 
known charadler ; for, of all human vices, avarice 
aflonifiies me mofl, as it appears to me the moH 
unreafonable, and unnatural too. I fhould think^ 
that mifers may turn prodigals, upon this principle^ 
ibat they may do fo without coft, for be who 
fpends his own fortune, certainly lives ai the ex» 
pence of his heir f- 

You are welcome to buy the books you mentioa 
for me ; for tho* I have read them before, I think 
they will not difgrace my fludy ; and this will give 
you aa opportunity of reading them youiielfl 

Adieu I 

HENRY. 



t Cun^a roanos avidas fugient Heredis^ amico q 
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LETTER LXVII. 

Dear Fannv, 

1 A M cictremcly angry at Mrs. » for nwf* 

' reprefentiog the fiory you allude to : I faid in- 
deed the words to her, and quoted them from a 
fprightly lady of my acquaintance^ but mentioned 
no name ; and, as there was certainly wit in theni» 
ihe might probably attribute them to you, and 
meant to Compliment you, with fuppoiing you the 
author. It was Mrs. ■ who made ufe of thofe. 
expreflions^ on the occafion I tpld her. I declare^ 
that, in any part, either of our converfation or cor- 
refpondence, I never remember you to have ufed 
any exprelBon, '' lefs modeft than the fpeech of 
** Prudes^** or to have hinted, or even ieemed ta 
relith the lead double entendre ; and I afliire yon* 
I; have often wondered that a perfon, who has a& 
much wit, fpirit, and wildnefs in her imagination, aa 
any one I know, fbould have, in realitys more de«« 
Jicacy in her fentimeots, and more decency ia 
her expreffions, than I ever met with in any othec 
woman. 

It is upon this acicount, that I give you the ere* 
ditof more wit, than other women; as that beauty 
muft have greater charms, whopiea&s a man, whea 
/be is cioatbed, than are tieceflary to move him^ 
when ihe Js naked. 

But indeed, I think, in general, that when lewd- 
nefs, or prophanenefs, are called in, as helps to wit,, 
they but betray the weaknefs of it; as narrow wa^* 
ters mark their limits, by expofing the (hallows. 

Cowley fpeaks very prettily upon this fiibjedj, 
but I need not quote, becaufe yon have him by 
heart. 

Adieu I 
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LETTER LXVIU. 

My dear Fanny, '^ 

TF'AM, thank God, qukc well t(> day, but mnfP 
"^ be cautious : I (hall ftay at home moft paTt'of 
die day, and only take a chair for an hour, to'drink* 
tea with you, and return the manufcripcs. It Wasr' 
an entertainment to read over moft of the letters V 
had wrote to you, fince the commencement of our' 
acquaintance, duriog the oourfe of a correspondence 
rismarkabie for its regularity and conuanc^y. h 
read them in a confufed manner, bec^ttfe t-here are' 
but few of them dated; and J was forry I had not 
yours in town, to bring them fice t'o face; whicb 
would have been a great amufement to me, during^ 
this confinement, as my head was nor well enodgii* 
to' venture upon more abftrufe ftudies. I find you* 
have deftroyed a greUt many of my letters ; for I- 
remember a folio of advice, which I fuppofe you^ 
mi(K)Ok for fcolding, and threw into the fire. I* 
haid a. mind to ferve the reft after the fame manner,: 
and only fpared them, beeaufe you had done fo. 

I fend you Weft on the Employment of Time^: 
which is worth reading ; not, fdr (aying 9ny thing^ 
new, but for colleJHng together, u|>oli fo importtint' 
a fubjedi', the fenfe, not opinimsy of mankitSd, the* 
thinking part. Read the prtfac^ Ikft ; which, I' 
tbink;^ might be better fliled an appendix. 

Eanev^l^ 
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LETTER LXIX^ 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

Wrote on the death of J. K^ Efq; 

Ij E was a man of moft excellent compofition.— 
^^ His charaderifticks were many and extraordi- 
nary. He was gencrons, without extravagance ;. 
moecoaoouA) without parfimony ; had pride., with- 
out vanity j, and was friendly > without profeffing;. 
a libertine, without flee ; . religious^ without bigot- 
ry; ^nd %Q Qftthiuruft, wixb^i^ f^naticifoiM '' He 
'^ was a Q^a* take him for all. in ail, you (fa^U not 
^* fia4 Kis fdlow '^'\ or« u> have exafBifted him by* 
Sart£, you would have fouad.ea^cb character p6r£e£jb ;. 
like t^e divifioo oi, n^tjtei?, wb^re every atom^ coui* 
tains, in itielf, the dimenflons of foliditf, . ^ 

Hit is deady~bur thou arc atite ! Th^ Lord^s 
ViU w^ dpn^ id tb^ firft inftancei and mine in thtci 
liecood. Ac(;em ^^ ^ undivi^Qd h^ea«tf and Uvo 
long to help ^ to forgot my grk£i 

HENRY, 
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HIATUS. 

LET T E R LXX. 

'T^U'K pleafure that I received fromi my dear 
*" tiarpy's letter could alone com^nfate tor the 
pain I felt from your uauffualfilence ; but you havfr 
made me large simetids, and I can readily forget all 
^hatis paA, pvovidedycfu do not repeat your fault; 
I am ib thoroughly perfuaded of your teadernefs for 
ae^ that I kn«w, I need bat tett you how much yout 
fiience aCefls m^ nover to feel the eflfeAs of it 
tnorc. * .* .. - • 

lUL 
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To (hort, my heart's dear Harry, I am qnite 
charmed with, that madly fondoefs^ tl»t el^ance 
of love, which you exprefs in yoar jail dear letter ^ 
aad, for the future, I ffaall fa^ with Emma*, 

*^ Doubt (hall for ever quit my flrengtheii'd hearr> 
*^ Aod anxious jealoufy's corrodiog fnaart; 
^' Nor other inmate ihall inhabit there, 
^* But foft belief, young joy, and pleafing careJ 

In fpite of medicines, I grow worfe every day j 
and am really reduced to a moft melancholy (late ; 
but you, my deareft Harry, have brought bacic 
calm content to Vifit me, and ail may yet be welk 
I have not known a flight of fpirks, (tnee you left 
town, till I received your \z& ; and then I could 
not help burfting into Othello*s exclamation, *^ If 
^ I were now to die, 'twere now to be moft 
** happy, &c." 

I cannot help thinking that fate feems averfe to 
my recovery \ for the *fuQ, *' as if the fun could en- 
^ vy,'* denies his wonted beams ; nor with more 
regret beholds am drooping, than the bells of lillies* 
I have, for this month paft, had a fevere cough, and 
conflant pain acrofs my cheft ; I am worn to a 
(keleton, and yet look as well as I ever did ; but 
far more delicate. My diforder Is extremely polite, 
for, tho' it deprives me of the reality, ic leaves me 
the appearance of health ; and I am fo much a 
woman, to forgive the (ubftance, for the (hadow. 

I think you have done the flri Aeft judice to oar 
fair friend's charaAer ; (be ts indeed a charming 

girl- Pray tell me whe& you think of coming ta 

town- I fear you are grown fo paffionateiy rond 
of Maidenhall, that you have no wi(h for any thing 
befide ; nor even fend a iigb, in pity to your ba- 
niihed friends. However, let the time of our exilo 
be limited, for when we hai« a goal in view, thft 
race wiU feem lefs tedious. 
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My hand trembles fo violently, that I can fcarce 
hold my pen : I dare fay, you will find it difficult 
to decypher my Hebrew characlcrs ; f will there- 
fore leave puzzling, and in the plaineft (which are 
^nerally the fincereft terms) aflure you, that 
i am., and ever (hall be. 

Your faithfully afTeftlonatet 

FRANCES. 



{Some letters are loft here.] 
LETTER LXXI. 

My dear Fanny, 

t RECEIVED yours this morning, and do aflbre 
' you, without compliment, that it wanted no* 
thing but your being in the right, to be the beft 
' wrote letter I ever read. I commend every thing 
but the injuftice of it ; like a certain exile from 
Athens, who could not forbear applauding, and re- 
peating to ftrangers, an oration of Oemofthenes, by 
which the wretch was baniOied. The caufe of 
many of our quarrels has been owing, as at prefent, 
to your never coniidering any thing, but the mat- 
ter before you. When you receive my letters, yoa 
find fome things to difpleafe you ; but never recoi- 
led your own, which gave the provocation. You 
wrote me lately two t)f the moft mortifying letters, 
vhich could be well imagined, and now feem fur- 
prized I (hould refent them. Confider that the 
height of our picques is, always, in proportion to 

our love 5 and, if had charged me with all the 

cruel things you did,Uhould not have oHended 
her, by any reply, inconfiftent with the natural 
compiaifance I have for eveii the moft difagreeable 
of your fex. You fay feveral things, which when I re- 

<juire an explanatioa of, you cot me fiiort, by aa- 

7 fweripg 
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fweriog me, you was only in jeft. Thefe things 
are certainly inconfiflent, at lead ; and fureiy, if 
you had reflected theleaft on them, when you iay 
** you (o firi£lly examined your whole conduA, 
I am perfuaded, you wouldhave been generous, and 
ingenuous enou^ to acknowledge, I had good 
reafon to be provoked at being puzzled by contra- 
difiory appearances, and jefted with, in matters 
' which both mortified and alarmed me. I confefs, 
Indeed, that I have many faults; but do not* my 
dear, fo vainly acquityourfelf of any. 

I really think you have many valuable qualities, 
and a great number of agreeable ones ; and I have 
been always endeavouring to Tecern them, from 
fome irregular flights, and romaqtlck whims/which 
are, by no means, any ornament to your undcr- 
flanding. I was but aiding the good farmer's parr, 
and winnowing the chafF from among the wheat ; 
for, could I but rid you of a few light errors, I 
think you need not the addition of one merit, to make 
you perfe£t. I have therefore, on many occaiio&s, 
retrained and difguifed my love and tendernefs fpr 
you, like a cautious parent, left it (hould but in- 
creafe thofe irregular whims, and romantick 
dreams, which I have often wiflied out of your 
charming Compofition. My a£iions, I think, kept 
on fiiil one conAant tenor, and always fhall ; be- 
caufe my principles are in my own power s my 
expreiTions and manners indeed often varied, as 
your behaviour affeded them ; becaufe my paiEoos 
are in yours : You can increafe, or abate my 
fondnefs, but it is not in the power of the reft 
of the world, or, what is more, even of yonrfcif, to 
alter the ohftiiute and determined purpofe of my 
adlions towards you ; for where, as I have reafoa 
jto apprehend, f|om the ftrong bints you gave me ia 
your laft letter, the poverty of my nature, and ut|- 
generoufnefi of my priociple9^ ,flial| leave me weak 
.i 'for 
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for fo good a wot k> I will even borrow the fem- 
"blaoce of thofe virtues, which may beft aiCft mes 
to acquit myfelf as a man of honour to you : 

** So ihall diiTembling once be^virtBoos in me." 

Tconfefs, that the manner of tny invitation to 
Maidenhall, had not all the decorum, it (hould have 
had, at another time ; but confider the mortifica- 
tions and picque, I laboured under juft then, from 
your letters and behaviour, and it will convince ydu 
of the truth of v^rhat I have juft faid, that your 
adions cannot leflen my kindnefs, tho* they may 
Jeftrqy my contptaifance. 

Parewcl I 

HENRT* 



LETTER LXXIL 

Dear Fanny, 

T AST poll I received a letter from ■ , the 

•■^ anfwer of which he defires may be inclofed -to 
you, becaufe, he fays, you know where to dire£l to 
.him. From which hint I gather two things, both 
equally difagreeable to me; that you correfpond 
with him/ and that he fiill knows you write to me ; 
and you know, it was without my confent or ap- 
probation, that he was, at firft, let into the fecret. 
That either of thcfe things gives me offence, njy 
dear Fanny, proceeds plainly from an high fenfe of 
honour, and a generous r.egard for you. If I could 
bafely indulge a vanity of this kind, F do not kno^v 
any thing could anfwer the end fo well, as the le(« 
ting your correfpondence with me be publickly 
known. That it was not, as I find now, a parti- 
cular favour to me, luight indeed humble the va- 
nity of it, but would not ielTea thepleafure^ for I 
8 take 
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Take this opportunity to aflure you, that the' yoxa 
Jetters fiiould come, even thro* the prefs, to my 
hands, I do not know any thing could give me a 
more agreeable eDteruiomeat ; and I (honld then 
only chide yoo as Alexander did Ariftotle, for 
puhlifiiioig his works ; becauFe what was before his 
particular fludy, aod the higheft of his retired plea- 
fures, more eftimable than all his co&quefts^ was 
then become common to afl the world. 

It Is the nature of man, to render himlelf oif^en 
mlferable, merely for the vanity of being thought 
happy ; but I declare, I would rather rejoice at 
being thought unhappy, than even fufpeAed to be 
other wife, at your leaft expence. If my love, my 
. friendlbip, did not incline me to this, honour, nay 
common manhood, would require it from me, in 
'^e nice circumftances of our loves, at prefent. 
My chara£ler is libertine, your fortunes are fmal), 
your experience of the world but little, your age 
youngi and your guardian old. In fuch a fitua* 
tion, you fhould take cafe, not to truft to the cha- 
ritable opinion of the world, wjio will hardly be 
• brought to believe, that cither our converfation or 
correfpondence, are upon fuch innocent fubjeds, 
as in truth they are *, and if any furmifes fhould 
arife to the contrary, as I fear this indifcretion with 
regard to> (whofe notions arc not much out 

of the common road of things) may give occafion 
for, it would not be in my power to juftify you ; 
nor indeed can any thing a man may fay, or fwear, 
upon fuch occafions, either condemn, or acquit a 
woman, in my opinion; for, if he traduces her 
chara£ler, I (hould think he might do fo as well 
out of faiftiood, as bafenefs; and, if he vindicates 
it, I might apprehend that he (hould do fo as much 
out of honour as truth. When I fay, I am dif- 

pleafed with your writing to , I am not jealous 

of jour love, but your character, which I have very 

honeft 
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boned reafoDs to be careful of. If you nnderftand 
me right, in any reproof I ever gave yoo, it would 
but improve your love and efteem for me; which 
will be a fair return for that warm paflion and fin- 
cere friendfhip I at prefent feel towards my heart*s 
deareftFaooy. 

Adieu ! 



LETTER LXXIIL 
Dear Fanny, ' 

'T* H E alliances you mention from tbe pubHc 
*■- prints, . either by marriage, or poUtrcal treaty 
cannot, givp JJ3. that fi:cucitj for ^^neraj peace, 
which,you j fo piaufly , wi'ifh fof. No fyes, ' but its 
owo; Gate policyy govern pven tne. ^efti; .and no 
principle, but ambition fways the'worft of princes. 
It is certain, that political morals, and private, 
may eafily be evlncied the fame ; and the obligr;«> 
tions between flate'and, itate, the fame as between 
man and man. ; Nay, niuch fironger the xeafoa 
may fceqa yipqu, the former j yet, it Is aflqhlfhjngi 
tbat.ap'(4>inioa .l9^^obv.ious mould ftill be new; 
for -there are ifcw/^utjhors who confine political 
maxinjs,. or what they term reafons of ftate, to the 
fame ftriftnefs they do private morals », I hope 
it is more owing to a wrong judgment upon this 
fu^eft, than to .the depravity of human nature, 
that fo much injiiHice, and cruel havock, is made- 
in the world, by the' lawlefs ambition of princes ; 
tijat liberty, property, or Tifcv are fafe^ ho IcXng^r 
than ou;- fironger neighbour is pleafed to .be at 
fed I and that the fons of the earth, like the army 
of Cadmus, rife up, only to deflroy each oihen 

• Sextos the Vlth. faid, " It is fhort thinking ihat 

'' makes confcience impraflicable, and poliuclis to f&ll 
* foul upon morals.*^ * 

Vot. I, je The 
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The laft article of the French paragraphs Is really 
fo ridicaloas,-that I caonot detcrmiae whether the 
publiflier is ia jeft ai' earneft. Adieu ! « 



LETTER LXXJV. 

My dear Fannt, 

Hjt B. S; --— -—^tBehafidol' Will cerwhriy confira 
-*^^* the wdrlil -s O]£iii0D ctflierfDriome time paft. 
True virtue is inodeft in its defence; but frailty« 
like cowardice, puts on tlie air x>f a buUy, to dU^ 
guife its weaknefs *• 

There is nothing whldi wamen pefeof fb highly, 
ds the free manner, with ^hich the world judge 
and fpeak of their a6l;ion$. I own that I have often 
myfelf joined With tfaem, in condemning liich hafl]^ 
cenfures; but, upon more general refleftion, I 
can't help agreeing with the n^orld, that few wo- 
men ever lofe thfeir repdtarion, tiH they have, at 
leaft, deferved to do ib; for, tho' Jbme may efcape 
the^Aual guilt, who have fuSered the imputation 
6f it, yet their indifcretjons muft have jaftly drawn 
tpon them the cenfure of th<: World; and, having 
gone fo far, they have done their part; and to fpeak 
like a man of gallantry, it is the lover's fault if »chey 
go no farther. 

As 1 have really a great tendernefs for xhtfiair 
fex^ it often provokes me to hear fome people, ei- 
ther ignorantly or malicioufly, pretend to jnftify 
their dharafters, at the fame time that they acknow- 
ledge all appearances to be flrong agalnfl them ; 
for this is even to allow they had the vice and 
folly of a harlot, but wanted her only virtue, cou- 
rage. How cruel and fevere mufl it be, to Iv^^ t 

♦ 7ujlii pr9 crepitus an art 
Under a towgh, to flar ^ *— — Hvo. 

. ,WO«un 
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^oman had no one quality, or principle, to pre- 
itcrve her from perdition, but cowardice! and how 
unhappy mufl it be for her too, when (he finds this 
*^ hypocrify againft the Devil" will not avail her, 
cither in this world, or the next 1 for as the " fu- 
*< pervifion" is feldom indulged to the fpeculatioa 
cf the curious, people, can only judge, as lago ex- 
preflesit, <^ by circumftances leading to the door 
*' of truth ;'* and, as for the next world, I fear 
Heaven needs no overt afl, to prove loofe morals 
treafon. 

You fee, my dear, what a difi^rent fide of this 
quefiion you have reclaimed me to ; you have not 
only won my heart, but my morals too ; not that 
the <:owardly defpair of conqueft would ever have 
brought my indomitable fpirit to yield, 'till, by 
wreighing well your worth, agaiuft your perfoa, I 
thought I (hould gain, like * Porus, by my defeat. 

* He was conquered by Alexander, who in reward 
^f ht& virtue and bravery, beftowed'a greater kingdom 
on him than he had loft. 



LETTER LXXV. 

Dear Fanny, 

1 RECEIVED your letter from Liverpool, 
* which, like moft of your letters ofkte, was very 
pretty, and very provoking. If you had. as much 
iDgenuoufnefs as ingenuity, we fliould have beea 
always upon better terms than we are. However, 
you are honed enough toconfefs yourfelf a woman ; 
which, at the fame time, accounts naturally for 
your inconfidency, and gives me comfortable hopes, 
that we may again be very good friends ; for I have 
^reac fympathy in me with meer mortal women, but 
have the mod clumfy addrefs you can imagine to- 
wards your infallible divinities. 

F 2 I do 
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I do not know any perfon who can tell a Hory 
better, and to whom it is more advantage to be put 
upon the dcfenfive ; your letter is a remarkable in- 
llance of this ; for it is equally filled with literal, as 
"Well as metaphorical turns. However, I ihall not 
dwell any longer on this head, (ince yon are be- 
come a « Oman \ but conclude this letter with refer* 

Ing you to the Ode of the book of Horace, 

which you may meet with tranflated by feverd 
bands ; to which, defiring your anfwer iiacerely, 
I fabfcribe myfeif 

Your confiant friend, lover, 

and humble fervant. 



LETTER LXXYL 
Dear Fannt, 

1A M juft returned from tny circuit, and found 
your letter here, which I was doubly pleafed at-; 
to hear you were well, and to hear you were re- 
turning to Ireland. I laughed a good deal at my- 
feif, juft after I had wrote my laft letter to you, to 
think of my careleflhefe about the number of the 
book, and ode of Horace, I alluded to. I did Bot 
cxaftly remember chapter and vcrfe, when I was 
writing; but left blanks to be filled up, when I 
returned to my ftudy, and forgot it, 'lill the day 
after my letter went. However, I am extremely 
fatisfied at my miftake now, as you fo quickly 
found out the alluHon. Le Sage entend a demi 
mot ; and that I hope from thence, it was from a 
ftrong fympathy between us on the fame fubjeft. 

(( Donee gratus eram tibi," &c. 

I am forry, iho% to hear you call ihrs but an 
armflice, for^ 1 aflure you, I fincerely meant a laft- 

ing 
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log peace } but I fuppofe you know your own tem- 
per to be fo like the French, warm, lively, and 
refllefs, that you look on all terms made with you, 
as with them, to be only truces; gaining breath to 
renew the fight. You fay modeflly, you have no 
hopes of regaining my friend fliip, and you are in 
the right of it, in ftrl£lne& of (pccch, for you have 
indeed never loft it, nor are you likely to do fo ; 
for, as I have fometimes faid, or meant to fay to 
you, I find you have my friendfhip, in fpite of 
yourfrff, and my love, in fpite of myfelf. And oa 
thefe terms we (hall always be, from a happy difco- 
very 1 have lately made, that you have been, and 
ffaall always be, in the right, in every article of your 
iife« Not that this truth appears to me with all 
the flrengih of demonftration 1 could wifh; but I 
read you, as I do Euclid ; impatient to come to 
fome pleafant praftical problem, I take all the the- 
orems for granted, which lead to fo charming an 
end. 

I delivered your fetter and pantin to my fitter ; 
Ihe leaves me foon^ and Will anfwer you, I believe, 
in perfon* 

Adieu ! 



HIATUS. 

LETTER LXXVII. 

WHEN laft I wrote to my dear Harry, I muft 
coofefs myfelf to have been a good deal dif- 
ordered, both in body and mind. I am ftill very 
ill i but much recovered, by your laft letter from 
the lownefs of fpirits, into which your former had 
thrown me. I own I have too much pride to bear 
indifference with patience ; and that calm philofo- 
pby, which you have manifefted in fome inftancet, 

F 3 where 
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where it coald not be feigned ; and that tmconcerfi^ 
cdoefs, with which you fometiines talk of death or 
parting, hare too moch the air of it. 

•* Indiffcreacc, clad In wifdom's guife, 
•« All fortitud6 of mind fupplies.'* 

I took the air this moroiog to Chapel-Izod, with 
my aunt and fame other company; from whom 1 
infenfibly ftrayed to that part of the river, where 
I fuddenly recollefled you firflfpoke to me of love; 
and upon comparing the difference between yoar 
former and latter behaviour, I burft ijito tears; 
and with much difficulty prevented myfelf from 
being difcovered by the company, who then came 
upon me: So that I had but juft time to make 
this (hort, but melancholy refleftion — That thofe 
tender fentiments, and fond endearments, which 
you then cxprefTcd, were as irrecoverably k)fl ta 
me, as the waters, which at that time, glided at 
our feet ; and that what you profefs now, is only 
the fame in appearance, as is the prefent current* 
Oh ! for a power, without guilt, to difpatch the 
prefent time, or to retrieve the paft ! 

Your philofophy, perhaps, may fmile at my 
weaknefs ; but I find a fort of honeft fatisfadion in 
lay my whole heart open to you, with all its follies ; 
perhaps I have a pride in it too, as I am confcious 
that it contains not a thought or fentiment, but 
wh^t your virtue would approve j tho*' there are 
foibles enough to be the jef); and fcorn of your 
** manly fenfe and reafon.'* 

I don't know why I write ; they fay it eafes an 
bpprefTed mind, but t am fure that I feel mine much 
heavier than when I began— There are to whom a 
ilate of doubt is fecondary blifs,^ whofe fanguine 
hopes preoccupy pofTcffion: To me 'tis mifery, 
whofe boding fear^ foreftall each difappointment. 

Adieu ! 

FRANCES. 
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Jbft aboot this time Frances was informed by a 
ftiead, that Henry bad (hewn federal of her letters 
^ a perfoQ) who having \mt ene way of thinking, 
feemed to conArue tbeiti' to the difadvaotage of her 
ehara6{er. This alarmed her, and in high refeni* 
Bient fhef Wrote the following letter to him. 



. LETTER LXXVIIL 

SIR, 

V^ O U have behaved with great diflionour. You 
* have (hewed my letters to -^— . — , and you 
conld not have any temptation to this but what was 
difingenuous : For it was impoffiblefor a perfon of 
illiberal education to form any fort of judgment 
Bpou them, except what mud be to the difadvan- 
tage of my cbarafter. 

Farewcl for life, 

FRANCES. 

On the receipl of this, Henry polled up to Dab-, 
fin, and went to pay a vifit to Frances, which was 
refuted. The next morning he^rote the follow** 
ing letter. 



LETTER LXXIX. 

MADAM, 

T A P P RO VE of the refentment you have Ihewn; 
^ and am fo pleafed with the propriety of your, 
behaviour, upon fo nice an occafion, that I readily 
forgive the haflinefs of your cenfure, and (hall do 
you the juftice I owe to your merit, by vindicating 
myfelf to you from any bafenefs in the particular 
you hint at. 

F 4 The 
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The perfon yoo mefHion has been aa old friend 
of mioe; I have a good regard for him* He bad 
been for fome tkne eogaged io a PlatoDick amour, 
vhich, tho* ther^ was Dothkig criminal in> I often 
advifed him agaioft, as the indifcretion of it might 
poflibly. become fatal. I found that the principal 
thing that attached him was the lady's letters, 
which he challenged all titeratare to produce any 
writings equal to. From a meer impulfe of friend- 
ihip, i read one or two of yours to him, which foon 
convinced our inamorato that his correfpondent was 
not fuch a heroine, as he imagined, in fenfe, (tile, 
fade or fentiment. 

I did not mention your name, upon my hpnour : 
but, if yon doubt that affiveration^ let the vanity 
you fccm to fufpc£t bear teflimony for roe. Your 
writings mud have hinted an higher rank in life for 
my fair incognita, than either your ftation, fortune, 
or education intitle you to. Bat his knowledge of 
your name was owing ro an imprudence of your 
own, when he and I were lately in Dublin together. 

Whatever improper ufe he has made of this dif- 
covery, he is aafwerable to me for, but I ftand ac* 
quitted to you of any thing difingenuous or bafe. 
I came to town for no other pnrpofe bat to yiKifj 
my(e)f before you ; 1 attend your commands, and 
am with true refped, and iincere regards, ma* 
dam, &c. 

HENRY. 

To which the following (tort anfwer was re- 
turned. 
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LETTER LXXX. 

S I R, 

T A M (brry for this adventnre — perhaps, I ought 
-■- not to be forry for it. You hint very jaftly, that 
I have neither rank or fortune > I have therefore 
nothing but charafler to depend upon ; and thefureft 
method which my prudence infpires me with, to* 
defend that bed, that only treafure, is never to con* 
yerfe or correfpond with you more. 

If you have any fpark of honour remaining^ you 
will not refufe to exchange our letters; and as thi^ 
is, probably, the laft requeft I (hall ever make ta 
you, I (hall be obliged if you'll fend me your mint*> 
ature piflure, which I refufed before— f mean it as a* 
talifman, to guard my toofincere, andunfufpeAing 
nature, agatnft the arts and bafenefs of every other 
man. Due look of that piece, like Medufa's head, 
will harden my heart to ftone ; for in love, contrary 
to religion, 'tis want of faith, that faves us. 

May fuccefs attend you in every vktuous^icheme 
of life. Amen I 

Adieu I 

FRANCFS. 



LETTER LXXXI. 
HENRY to FRANCES- 
MADAM, 
1 SHALL obey your commands as fbon as T re**- 
•* turn to the couoiry. I rfcmember the reafon for' 
your refufing to accept of my pifture was, that you? 
did not think it like. It will be^ therefore, a very 
proper appendage to attend your letters, as I am- 
convinced they were as little the tranfcript of you» 

F 5 ^^^ hcar^ 
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heart. True love would have flood a ftronger 
trial than what you have been weakly tempted with. 
As there are fome (logular coDflitutions^ that taeVer 
catch the fmail-poKi there are alfo fome more ex* 
traordioary natures UDfufceptibte of love. This» 
however, being an imperfe£lion in their frame, they 
feel themfelves often afBi£ted with very aukward 
fenfations ; a vacancy in their hearts, an indetermi- 
nation in their minds, and a certain tedioofnefs of 
life I to relieve which, fuch anomalous perfons are 
obliged to aflTume an amour, and by frequent feign- 
ing, come at laft to deceive themfelves : As a man^ 
who turns often round, will feel all the glddinefsof 
one who is drunk \ but both thefe cheats are imme- 
diately detedled, if they (hall venture to ad or fpeak 
rationally^ under fuch perfonated charaAers. I deny 
your allufton ; religion is love, reciprocally, and a 
deficiency of faith cannot be orthodox. Fanny has 
im}x>/ed upon herfelf, but has now undeceived me« 
I wifti you fecurity from knaves, and a man of 
aerit futcefs in your favour. 

Farewel. 

HENRY. 

P. S. I (hall return your letters without ex- 
change. You may burn mine. 

As foon as Henry went into the country, he obeyed 
Frances's commands, and wrote her the following 
letter at the fame time. 



LETTER LXXXII. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

JSfltmntm 

t HAVE brought your letters thus far, that I 
■■' might flatter myfelf with the poffeffion of theffl, 
half a day longer j and that they may be thelefi time 

between 
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between your hands and mine, as I can intercept 
the Stage this day, at dinner. 

I was fcveral times tempted to break my word 
with you, for the firft time, I declare, left the re- 
colledlion, which thefe dear memorandums may 
give you^ of your having once loved me fo well, 
may provoke you now to hate me, even more thaa 
you do. I return thdm theti to yoa as the only 
<quii^Ieat I could ever make you, for their value i 
dad fr^m a. principle, I have fom^ where before men- 
tioned, that I (hall never defire any tye over the 
perfon.! love, but their own inclinations ; and this 
is the reafon, perhaps, that I never married yet, 
tho' never tempted to it, but once in my life } an4 
for their fake, more than my own^ rqjoice now that 
it never hapjDened. 

' In reMara for your letters, you offered me mine* 
but 1 defired you to burn ihem ; which I now re- 
voke,"rcaving them intirely at your difpofal; for 
the only reafon i had for deflroying them was, that 
they might never be aftiamed, in company with 
yours; but, as I defire you will ketp them fafe, 
Daioe may^fervetodxplain or lilufiratefome paflagesr} 
for fiAh they need not. 

I often reftifed you your letters^ and (hould icv^r 
i^ave troiitiaued obftinate in that point, while I had 
«ny hopes of {>leafin:g yon x>tfaerways ; but, in that 
defpair, part madly with the only thiogs, which can 
pleafe myfelf now. 

In order to make this iacriiice the ftrongcr, I 
read over all your letters^ before I parted with 
them i tho' this was a fond folly, a» I am very fare, 
I bad every Ofie of them by heart before. And now, 
mj ever beft- beloved gh-l, aocept thefe returnei^ 
dear pledges, as a facrifice fit for. the gods ; rellgt- 
oufly fo, as I flatter nxyfeif, front firmer recollect 
tion, the heart joined in jhe addre/s. L^t them 
boaft gf infpiration, if heavenly fprrits can tafte of 
'*"' • f ^ vanity; 
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▼anity; of this loan you have acquitted yonrielf 
back with intcrcft ; for the rays of infpiration, like 
fun beams, give light in the dircft line, but. owe 
their heat t6 refle£VioQ. 

I kept all your letters, as they were wrote by 
you ^ and reftore them now, becaufe, I believe, yoiit 
repent your ever having wrote them. 

«« Ufelefs charms, without the heart..'' 

I fhall always remember, with love, and gratitude?,^ 
any kindnefs yon ever (hewed me ; I unfeignedly 
forgive the fevcrc treatment 1 have lately met witfti 
from you, and (hall hereafter reft fatisfied, in what- 
ever light you are pleafed to regard me. 
As z, lover, friend, companion, 
^r raoft humble and obedient fervant, 

HENRY; 

1^ I — I ■■■ m ill ■ I I ^■^i^— — ^M^^M^a— ^1^^— ^^M^n^^iw 

LETTER LXXXIII. 

SIR, 

^T* H 0' your politenefs forbad your defiling an. 
^ acknowledgment of the moft trifling favour 
with regard^ to yourfelf, and the moft material one- 
Wxth regard to me, that you have perhaps ever con*> 
lerred ; yet, as I never meant (tiro! I may have 
lailed in«the e3becntionof mydefign)'tob6out«done 
in generofity, I now think it incumbeilt on me tp 
offer my thanks ; not according to*tbe value of the 
.prefentvbui to the defig&of the giver. — i— Were-I 
aoc afraid; of' appealing iafuknr, or ungraurful, I 
need nOt have had recoui^e.to tSiis method <»F (hew** 
iog mv gradtilde^iinoe I could, with more-^eafe to 
myfeir, and (I am^ funs) pleafure to you^ luive re^ 
turj^ied the obligation an. hundred fold ♦ ;, but the 

*• By rctiLi fling bis Icttork 

, '^ ' * • * ^ * ' '• author,. 
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smthor, whom I have ofteneft quoted to yoH, and is* 
of courfe my greateft favourite^ fays, <* It is the 
^ higheft adt of ingratitude to over-pay an obligation t 
*• which we receive from an equal ox fupertor.^^'^-^ 
In which of thefe denominations you are pleafed ta 
ftile yourfetfy I (ball oa this Qccaiion> fubfcribis 
Siyfelf, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moit obedient fervant, 

FRANCES. 



•■• 



LETTER LXXXIV. 
HENRY to FRANCES. 

MaidinhalK 

I SHOULD have anfwered your letter fooner, but 
•waited Yill I came here ; both becaufe I have 
fome pleafure in wrrtiag to you, from the fcene, 
whence moft of my letters were dated to yon ; and 
that I hope the inclofed ♦ will be fome apdogy for 
the freedom of writing to you now ; not from the 
value of the prefent, but from the obedience I (hall 
always be proud to fliew to any requeft of yours. 
After the fecri-fiCe I have lately made, you could 
have no reafon to doubt of my compirahce in this 
•parttculai: ; or that I fhould refufe you the Jhadow 
of that fubftance, which, while it (hall be enlivened 
with a fpirit of fenfe, refleftion, or gratitude, mull 
be ever your's. Conftant lovers njeed only the 
exchange of hearts ; but fickle ones have need of 
tokebs* Accept then of this, as it is the only way, 

1 .fear, is left me, of reftoiing my image to you. 
'And having a1rr<idy, Fortune de I'amour, loft what 

2 loved, as well, and liked infinitely better than my- 

• His piStuxe«. 
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ft\f, I AaB find no difficulty ia parting with this 
fecond felf, fince you are pleaftd to aft a part ia 
JEfop's fables, and quit the fubilance, to embrace 
the ftiadow. 

You fee, I am refolved the cbrrefpondence (hall 
not drop on my fide, and indeed, I fliall, with real 
tranfport, take advantage of every occafion, which 
will not appear prefumption on my former happi- 
Befs, of afluring you, that 

I am with fincerity, 

tfuth^ and conftancy, yours» 

HENRY. 



L E-T T E R XXXV. 

SIR, 

I CANNOT recolleft any period of my life, 
wherein I found myfelf more embarraflbi than 
at this moment ; as there is nothing I with more 
earneAIy to avoid, thao a repetition of what now 
appears the moft '' alTured weaknefa," I b?er did, 
or can commit, — addreffing you by letter.— 

At the fame time^ the complaifaoce yon have 
Jhewn to my requeftsi obliges me to think, (tbo* 
my thanh can hardly be deemed an acknowledge* 
ment for your late favours) it mufl appear like in- 
gratitude, not to offer them. 

Accept then of the poor, but only return, that is 
In my power to make } and let me add my fiocere 
wifhes, that I may be able to preferve the pi£htri 
you have fent, much longer, thao you fufiered me 
to do that^ which I, unfkillful, had drawn of yoo. 

You fay, << I have quitted the .fubftance for the 
«* fhadow." I think you are deceived ; for I am 
fure there is more (lability and truth in this minia- 
ture mimickry, than in moft originals^ I have ever 

knowcu 
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known. And yet I fiiould even fe&r a difappomc- 
ment in thi?, had I not, tong fince, proved the 
fallacy of fympathetick influence. Ixion's fate» 
thro' the greateft part 6f my life, has flirll been 
mine; but from your laft prdenr, and many other 
circumftances of ray inftant fortunes, I have reafoa 
to think the fcetie is, at length, inverted, and that 
feadows alone etude my grafp. If I am in an error^ 
1 beg you will not undeceive nre ; for I have taken 
great pains to arrive at that pi^ch of philofophy, 
common to all prudent tnortah, of thinking, that 
whatever is out of my reach is not worth having* 

l^arewei I 
Here ends my palinode. 



' • - ■ •- • ■ > - ■ ' — ..^_^^^^,__^.,^^^^.^ 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 
HENRY to FRANCES. 

I 

RECEIVED year lettervtod (h^l conCiaue tfie 
correr(>oQdcnce, while yoa w91 ghre me leave* 
Indeed I find fomething which pleafes, and flatters 
tire loo much in any engagement with yon, to be 
eafily difconraged'; for I fincerely think that, vain 
iA yott are, you do not know your own merit or 
value. Your writing, particularly, I really do not 
know any thing in £ngh(h equal to, for delicacy of 
fentiment, or turn of ex predion. There are fome 
faint traces of your point, and ftile, in a few of the 
polite French authors, almoft to perfuade one they 
were imitations, if there were not fuch Ilrong lineSi 
in yours, of anorigmah 

You fay, •* here ends my palinode;'*, but pray, 
where did it begin ? What recantation have yon 
made of your miftake, or unkind and unjuft abufe of 
IDC i What anfwer have you given yet to a late 

letter 
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* letter of miDe^ where, giving you the full force of 
your argument agaiaft me, I will hazard my de- 
fence, in this world, or the next, upon my juftifi- 
cation there made ;. where I was no more cuJpable, 
than if I had lent you a korfe, which, byftarting 
accidentally, had broke your leg. But, tho' it 
gave you no juft caufty for your unkind treatment of 
roe, I own it afforded you a plaufible occafion, being 
already determined. Now, as your author Roche* 
faucauir fays^ a woman never quits her firft love, 
till (he has engaged in a fecond, I (ball be much 
obliged, if you will truft my confidence fo far, as 
to let me know, who my rival is i Nor have yoa 
any thing to fear for him in this, from a wretch 
as impotent in means, as I have ever been in will, 
to be malicious. And indeed it would be madne(s 
ia me to make my rivals in your love my enemies i 
for I am not vain enough to think myfelf able to 
ftand agaitriV a multitude. 

You have oftea unjuftly charged me with feeking 
an opportunity of breaking with you ; on whom, 1 
pray, does that charge, ungenerous as it is, faH 
with the greateft juftice^ at prefent ? You have 
yourfelf prefented that fair occafion ; and yet fee 
the obftinacy of my attachment to you ; and indeed 
the only malice of the reft of my life towards yoa 
ihall be to convince you, and yoa< only, how unkind 
aad unjuft fo bafe a fentiaoent was of me. 
1 am> my dearcft Fanny, your- very fincere 

and conftant lover and friend** 

P. S. I found the inclofed :|: after 1 wrote to you 
laft, and fcnd^it kindly to you, as it will helg to 
hide even my (hadow from you. 



•Lc'terLXXIX. 

J The cafe of his pidlure,. 
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Frances returned no anfwer to this letter, and 
the correfpondence dropt here for feveral months, 
while Henry (laid in the country. When he went 
up to town, as he knew all her acquaintance, he 
ufed to meet her often among her friends, but did 
not vifit her himfelf. Their behaviour was perfcft- 
ly well bred to each other, but a good deal con- 
ftrained. 

When Henry was leaving town he invited Fran- 
ces, with two other ladies, to dine with him at 
Racool, on his way, which they confented to. It 
rained a great deal in the evening ; the company 
was chearful, perfeftly agreeable to each other ; 
and, as there was a matron among them, Henry 
prevailed on them to flay all night, which tlxey did, 
and play'd cards till morning. 

At this meeting the lovers began to be a little 
more at eafe with each other ; they talked over 
their former correfpondence, and canvafled the in- 
cident of their quarrel, which had left them for fo 
long a while, upon fuckcool and refervedterms. 

Frances faid, that (he acquitted him of the lea(t 
di(ingenuous meaning in (hewing her letters, and 
that the good breeding of his whole behaviour, (ince 
that occurrence, had raifed him to the higheft pitch 
of her efteem, which inclined her again to cultivate 
ft lafting friend(bip with him. She confe(red alfo, 
that (he had often regretted the lofs (he had fuftain- 
ed of his correfpondence, and would be therefore 
well pleafed if he would renew it, upon condition 
that he (hould not write any more^in the Aile of a 
lover, unlefs he might do fo on fuch terms, as 
would fufficiently juAify her to the world,, in re* 
ceiving addrefles of that kiqd. 

Henry told her, that his fortunes were not, at 
that time, independent enough to leave him at li- 
berty to make any particular declaration, upon, fuch 
U^ QQQzSu>Xi : all be could fay, at prefent, was, that 

be 
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he loved and efteemed her better than he did any 
other woman in the world, and that in all his deal- 
ings be would behave likfc a man cf honour toward 
ber. At the fame time, heexprefled fomejealouf7,as 
in letter LXXXL that her regards for him were not 
as great, as her letters and aflurances had formerly 
given him reafon to believe, otherways (he would 
not have broken oiFfo abruptly, nor continued her 
diftance and referve fo long, after the juftificatioa- 
he had made for himfelf, in the LXXlXih letter. 

Frances refented the charge agalnft her ingenu* 
oufnefs and fincerity ; but I need not repeat the 
defence the made for herfelf upon that occafion, 
becaufe it was much to the fame efFeft with the ar- 
guments urged in the LXXXVIIIth letter. 

The firft ftage that Henry came to, after their 
parting, he recommenced the correfpondence, bf 
the following letter.^ 



ri»wa»- 



LETTER LXXXVIL 

HE N ft. Y to FRANCES^ 

Y O U fee tny fmpatienccof writing to you, whicb 
* does not wait for the poft, and has got the bet-* 
ter of a hot, wet day, bad paper, pens, and iak | 
And a firong inclination to fleep,* to pay me for laA 
night's excm. 

I hope you all got fafe to town, and found your- 
fclves all lafe in town, i beg to kfaow with what 
grace ye were differently accoftcd by wife men and 
parents j foritrs a vaft amdfement to roe, to hear 
how innocent frolicks are treated by fenfible, welU 
difpofcd Chrlftians, who ktowanything better than 
human nature, or the worltf. 

I recant my error, my deareft Fanny, and here 
tATOw my paHnode at your feet, that I was loved^ 

let 
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Jet my vanity now confefs, tirhich my humility made 
me doubt before. It was a madnefs to doubt at 
firft, according to a certain definuion of it, a rca- 
(bning right U|)on wrong principles. I thought it 
grofs to feofe, that I (hould be capable of infpiring 
that foft, tender paffioa; I thought it poffible, in- 
deed, I might gain a friend, but never hoped to be 
able to win a miftrefs ; fo ufed to flatter myfclf, as 
Addifon does Pope, upon his eclogues; that, if 
they are not paftorals, they are fomething better. 
Another reafon I had lo fufpeA I was not loved, 
was, that I feared I was no longer fa; and true 
love, like true hanging, or drowoiog, according to 
my notion, is not to be remedied on this fide the 
grave. I have obferved to you before, that true 
love, like the fmali-pox, never attacks us jjutonce ; 
and reafon good,' J:)ecaufe it lafts for life. It is a 
kind of free paradife-fiock, which can admit of no 
inoculation ; fo luxuriant, that it is impatient of 
pruning, nor fulFers itfelf to be twined into efpa- 
liers. A fcion of it wais ftolen by Adam, when he 
Was baniihed the garden of Eden ; who, to repair 
his crime, as much as in him lay, bequeathed thb 
divine plant to fuch of his pofterity, who (hould 
prefer nakednefs to knowledge, and pioufly attend 
to the voice of Nature, in open defiance of every 
preacher, from the ferpent, down to H— ns. Con- 
iider of what has been faid, &c. 

HENRY. 
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LETTER LXXXVIIL 

FRANCES to HENRY. 

July I, I7S0W 

T A M much obliged for the impatience you cxr 

**• prefs of writing to me ; and fwcerely wifli I coul4 

return the conripliment with fincerky. But at laft 

^ ^ that 
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that quick fpirity you have fo often complained of^ 
is quite extioA. There are fo few things in life, 
vhich can give me pleafure, that I cannot help 
regretting the change in my fentiments with regard 
to writiog, as, by lofiug my relifh for it^ I have loft 
ODe of my principal amofemcDts 

If a little rccolleftlon recaliecf the evidences- of 
truth to your miad, I am pleai^d the converf^tioik 
arofe ; which, at the time it happened, fo much dif- 
pleafed me. I know not how to fuppofe (withoul 
having the meaneft opinion of you) that you could ' 
ever entertain a doubt. If I thought it were pofEbler 
you could, I Ihould only fay» may yourciime be 
your punifhment ! for " he who fufpecls, defcrves 
to find it true." As all matters of this kind are 
now, and ever (hall be, as tho' they had never been, 
you maybe well aiTured, I (hall never give you, or 
myfelf, the trouble of endeavouring to convince you 
ot the reality of a pafiion^ which no longer exifts ; 
but, as there is no imputation, I could not more 
eafily pardon, than that you have charged me with, 
(as hypocrify is, of all vices, moil foreign to my 
too open heart) give me leave to a(k you. What 
end could be propofed from feigning ? What were 
the advantages which could, or did arife from the 
reality ? What other caufe in Nature can be affigned 
for a perfbn, not quite an ideot, naturally prone to 
ftrong refentments, enduring the moft provoking 
infolencei and (I hope) unparalleled ill-nature, 
without even (hewing (he was fenfible of being fa- 
crificed to every guft of vanity, or ili-htimonr in 
your temper, or that of any other pecfon, who 
thought proper to make their court to you, by 
flighting her f— — Too plainly (be, for years evinc- 
ed the truth of Rochefaucault's opinion—** We 
** forgive, as long as we love." — Deal plainly with 
me : anfwer to thefe truths ; if you can refute them, 
or derive them from any other caufe, I will confefs, 

that 
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that FanDy, indeed, * <* has much impofed upoa 
*« herfelf," and allow what you have fometimes 
faid, that the natural coquetry of her difpofitioo* 
v^ith a little flight of romance, by being indulged 
too fafi had wrought upon her mind rhe femblance 
of a paflion, which exifted not in the heart. *'How 
*' cruel is reflexion after paffion ? How diiFerent 
** are the points of light on the fame obje£ts ? 
** Why is not reafon ftrong enough to keep her 
** throne, or fo entirely vanqui(hed as never to re- 
*^ aflume it ?'* I am weary of this continued war- 
fare — 

As your fentiments of love and mine were always 
different, I am pleafed to £nd we, at laft, agree in 

one point, that, ** like the fmall-pox, it never 

<^ attacks us twice-;" iike chat too, where it is 
violent, the marks laft for Ufe ; but the bed and 
trued aflfiaity between them, is that, like that/itmay 
t>e cured.^ I own it requires violent oorrofives ; but 
I am a nvinginftance, that, tho' the cure is painful^ 
it is poilible. According to your idle definition of 
love, it is plain, I never was poflcflcd of your's } 
there is not any thing nouvelle^in this difcovery i 
that point has been long dear to me, nor has it beeti 
in my power, for a vaft while paft (tha* I took great 
pain^) " to impofe upon myfelf" with regard to 
your fentiments for me. For this reafon, I have 
ever been an earned advocate for yoor friendfliip ; 
and ilill continue to defire it ; which I think the 
higheft compliment I can pay you, as it is the 
ftrongeft proof of mine. 

Captain Wemys is to be married this night to 
Mifs Bermingham ; I hear they fet out for Danes- 
fort to morrow; iffo, I fuppofe you!ll be fo'much 
engaged, that I (hall not fee you. If it is inconve- 
nient, I beg you will not ftir one ftep towards me, 

• An exprcfSon of Henry's in letter LXXXL 

3 noif 
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nor idly fancy, I ftiall take your abfencc ill } as yoa 
may be perfeftly affurcd that no aflion, or omifiBoa 
of your future life, can cither add to, or take from 
the calm fettled regard I faa^ now, and ever (haH 
retain, for yonr happiaefs iuKl welfare. I am 
(while you continue to deiire I Should be fo, and 
much longer than you deferve) 
Your real friend, 

and moft obedient fervant, 

FRANCES. 



LETTER LXXXIX, 

Dear F ANN y» 

YO U may fee by the badnefe of my paper, that 
I baYe not waited to get home, before I indul- 
ged my&lf in die privilege, yoo have given me, of 

writing to yo«. I am now at , where Par- 

fon ■ ■ ■ ■ lately Ibed ; aad where your friend's 
iKOther is now beneficed. This paper is good 
CBQQgfa to write fermoos on, that, when they are 
ppplied to the moft 'general ufe, there may be but 
Kttle Ibft ; and perhs^ps it is the fitter for me t6o, 
left, ihoold I fend you better, the meflenger might 
be more worth than the meflage; tho' ^y it I, 
with all fincerity, commend my love to you, cor- 
reded, and amended from the errors of the former 
edition, the imprejpon flill remaining the fame; 
which, tho' the type is fmall, I flill retain, for the 
faimefs and beauty of the chara^er. 

The gentleman I am ' now with, is a perfon I 
contradled a friendifarp with, feveral years ago, up- 
on a certain fympathy I obferved between us, in 
three remarkable particulars : an averilon to ma- 
trimony, a fplcnetkk caft of mind, and an unfoci- 
able impatience at fools. But, tho* the efFefts arc 

equally 
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<4^ua1Iy vifible in us both, they are owing to veiy 
"different caufes in each of «s, - The firft proceeds, 
iQ him, from an habitual dtfrcgard to womea ; (for 
I can never allow that to be natural to any man :} 
lo me, it proceeds from an apprehenfion of not 
meeting fuccefs with a woman of merit and fortune ; 
aod^ 10 take off the merit of (kch humility* I maJbp 
myftif amends by the pride of not hazarding a re- 
fufai. Tlie fecond b« has from a ftroog faturnine 
complesnoD, which ^was born with htm; but I have 
•coatra(Sbd that ^^ gloomy habit of foul," from the 
many mortifica^oos and difappointmeots I have 
4net wicfa,.almoft ever fince I was born. The third 
2>roceed8, in him, as a aian of fenfe» from a firong 
antipathy he has natnraUy to fach animals, joined 
^o a generous concern, and honeft pride, that Pro- 
vidence, who coold make fuch a man as him» flionid 
fuffer fuch imperfed eflays of human nature to flip 
unfinifhed thro* it's hands ; but I am (hocked at 
fools, perhaps as a perfon, deformed by nature, or 
rendered fo by diieafe, may be, at the fight of his 
own piAure on canvafs, or in the glafs. 

Yon fee how occafionally I am kd into a defcrip- 
tioa of my own charader \ which, as it was part of 
your injundion to me» you may perceive how ftrong 
aa impreflioQ your conunands make on ay mind ; 
that I aqi naturally led to obey them, even when I 
don't particularly intend it ; but, when I finifh the 
remainder of yonr requeft, I mui^ fit down on deli* 
berate purpofe for it) as 1 defpair of meeting any 
where, fave in my own heart, a femblance, good 
enough, to draw yourlikenefs from. 

I now claim your promife, my dear Fanny, of 
fpeaking with freedom fome things, which you he- 
fitated once or twice about, the few, and very ftiort 
times, I was in your company, the laft time I was 
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in town. I (hall be at home bj the return of the 
poft. 

I am, my dear agreeable girl, 

imcerely and afTe^Ionately 

Your's. 



I 



L E T T E R XC. 

RECEIVED yours from CooJatan and ♦ from 
Maidenhall. I fell ill of a (ore throat the even- 
ing I returned to town ; but would not be bled, for 
I hate h. I have not flept thefe three nights ; but 
so matter. I will excufe you from drawing my 
chara&er, at prefent,for I might as well fit for my 
piAure under my prefent illnefs. You compliment 
me with greater firefgth of mind and cpnftitutton 
than Providence has bleft me with^ and then repri- 
mand me, when you find me deficient in either. 
Your words and aftions have been always thus far 
inconfiftent, that you never exprefs any fond or 
fiattering opinion of me, except to pirft-your fubfe* 
qiient unkindnefs or ccnfure in aflrongerlight. 
' The fwdling in my throat has fubfided, and I 
(hall fet otitfor Corke next Monday fe'nnight, and 
fliall be well ' pleafed to meet you in Kilkenny the 
next evening : you know my company, and that 
they will be glad to fee you ; but I mufl not accept 
of your inviiation, for I think you -have put it out 
of my power. 

Adieu ! ' 

' FRANCES. 



Thh M is left. 
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LETTER XCI. . 

Dear Fanny, * 

1A M glad to hear you are out of danger, and w'(h 
you were* as much out of appreheufion too. You 
wrong mer-I never was fo ill bredy4i$ to chargeyou 
with ftreogth of body, or robuftae(s of conftitu- 
tion ; but I had always a "whim in o^y head, that 
the«iQft<]eUcate frame might live in health ; which 
being independent of (Irong features, or large limbs, 
there might be health, as well as life in a mufTel. 
My words and aflions never did contradict each 
other, with regard to you ; when they appeared to 
.4o fo, it was, becanfe you miliook either one, or 
ibc other 4 and I fufpeft your error to be about 
the lad ; and for this reafon too, that my words 
.proceed from my heart; which, by that licart I 
iwcar, is flacerely and afTediiouately attached to 
you \ but my aftions are crofled, or reftrained by 
your's, which are govemecf by caprice, and a tem- 
,per bizarre. Your manner with me is extremely 
Avhimficalon yourpart, and difpiFiting on mine ; and 
4f you l<new my natural difpofition, and the vaft and 
•continued calls I have for every thought and appli- 
cation, I am mafter of, you*d be convinced o^ the 
truth of my attachment to you, when I Arive ftill to 
liold you, even upon thefe terms. I beg to hear 
irpm you foon, and that you will be neither fick, of 
crofs. What an extravagant paffion for change 
muft that woman have, who can be the moft agree- 
able peifon in the world, and yet fur the fake wf 
variety, chufcs to be other wife I As Mrs. Diana 
fays, •* You fine ladies affeft an yndrcfs," 

Vol. !• G p.ay 
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Pray tell mc, how I pat it out of your power ie 
accept my iovitatioD ? Which I again repeat^ and 
iiever gave ooe in my life more fincerely. 
I am, my dear, little, crofe pet, 
. Yourxonllant, good-humoured, clumfy, 

£ountr^ Farmer. 

When they met at Kilkenny, Frances explained 
the laft paragraph of her letter ; that 'by the indif- 
cretion of ibewiDg her letters jn that country^ Hen- 
ry had rendered it imprudent for her to come to 
his houfe ; however, he prevailed on her to (pend a 
week with his mother and iifler, who then lived 
with him, upon her return from Corke, which 
ihe did. 

During that happy interval, Henry finding hk 
efteem and itScOiioxx for her, attaching him Aronger 
than ever in her favour, joined to feveral reafbns 
that are given in letter CCLXXXIII, formed a fort 
of vague determination in his mind to marry her^ 
but as he had not refolved with himfelf on the tioie, 
his fortunes being in a very precarious liquation, he 
did not mention any thing of this refolution^ while 
flie continued at his houfe. He behaved with re- 
markable politenefs and pundilio toward her, play- 
ed back her own Platomcks, jand only proceeded 
thus far, to afTure her that he would never marry 
till he faw her happy, and defired her not to enter 
into any engagement without his approbation ; de- 
claring, in a galant manner, that if /he (hould not 
meet with any propofal, which he thought might 
be for her advantage, he would never fufFer her to 
die an old maid, &c. 

The following letter was the fifft ihe wrote to 
iim ^fter Xbe went up to DjiMiat 



HENRY, iwi FRANCES. 1*3 

LET T E R 3tCn. 

Dear Marry, 

1AM very ill able to write at ali, from the eileds 
'^ of my fatigue ; aad lefs able to write to yon* 
thab any one. My fpirlts are fo much diflipated» 
that it is impoifibie to call them home. I would fay 
inuch, yet cau't fay any thing. A continued varia- 
tion of objefls has deprived me of the power of 
forming ideas, and all the account I cau give of my- 
felf, at prefent, is, that the regret I felt, at parting 
"with youy obtrudes itfelf on the pleafure I receive, 
froni meeting the few that I love, or the fiill 
fewer that love me. To fum up all, I am a perfeft 
antiihefis— 

We met with no accident, but a companion tole- 
rably agreeable in the coach ; fo with a Icind of, 
as it vuere^ we jogged on quietly to Dublin. . for 
my own part, I (hould have been better pleafed to 
have had the coach to myfelf ; as I might then have 
given vent to the croud of ideas, which filled my 
mind \ and, by being confined there, have rendered 
it the feat of anarchy and confufion. 

My aunt Is in the country at lord B-^ 's. So 

far, all is well. I lay lad night, and am now in 
Abby-ftreetj «ll here are much your's. — You mult 
not expefl any kind of entertainment from my let* 
ters; you beat me, all to nothing, in compliments, 
but, I think, I make it up in realities. You were 
police enough to fay, that I had reAored the ratio- 
nal enjoyment of your little Eden to you. I can, 
with iruih affirm, that you have deprWed me of the 
rational enjoyment of my little kingdom : I mean, 
my mind — at leaft, you have deftroycd, perhaps, 
the only mark of rationality I had about me— rifi- 
bility.— — I have hardly fmiled fince we parted. In 
ihort, myiatcUcfts are much too weak, to bear the 

G 2 . fcclir.g* 
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« . • • • 

4ediogs rf my'hcart-^'^Or ne'er to meet, or ne'er 

«< to part is peace.**— -Bot I will have done with 

this fubjeft, left I (faoold j^aunchag^in into thofe 

follies, which, while I am gnilty'of, I defpife. 

Adieu, (my once again) dear Harry ; remeMber 

«yoii are now in the fituation of Poms, if you ihiok 

your ftefenl empire worth preferving, beware of 

tyranny \ for there cannot be a fecond reftoration. 

I am, and ever wib to continue, 

£nccrely and alTedlionately, jour's. 



L E T T E Jl XCIH. 

Chere Mignonv£, 

JAM heartily fatigued with our a/Ezes, where wc 
-'' had.a great de^i of bangiag, ^wrangling, and 
duelling, with other amufements of that kind ; 
which, however, was fome relief to me, after bur 
parting, as the company of fools, or knaves, muft, 
for the time, quite exclude any thought of you from 
my mind, and give me iefs leifure to lament yoiir 
abfence. But I am now returned to M. Hall, and, 
by giving up myfeif iatirdy to you, may fay wifh 
Glocefter, 

** Richard's himfelfagaia.** 

Whenlwalk about my improvements, where you 
fojhert a time^ ztiAjo /org ago^ was with me, I r^- 
colleft, at fach different fcene, every thing you faid 
to me then and there. In the midft of thefe reflec- 
tions, I often repeat thefe lines in my favourite ode 
of Boiieau, 

*« Voici Ics lieux charmants, ou mon ame ravi 
*« Paflbit a contempler Silv.ie, 
«« Ccs tranquillcs moments, fi doucemcnt perducs!" 

• What 
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What I told you, was indeed true, that- your, prc- 
feoce here had reHored -me to- the rational enjoy- 
ment of my ruralretrcat; J may now fay, that your 
corrcfpondence hasr given me, (for I would €xprefs« 
it ftronglyj the rational enjoyment-o^your abfence. 
While you were with-me, your fprighily fenfe, as ic. 
were, awakened me from my fupine, lethargtck life^ 
and I felt my intelle£ls growing ftrong, like one re- 
covering from a denriiim ; and your abfence may* 
be confidered hut as a certain diilance, at which all 
beautiful obje^ls are placed, that their proportions 
may be more dlftinftly obferved, and their fymme* 
tiy viewed with lefs confufioD', 

My finccre compliments to Kitty, and thank her . 
for the poflfcript on> the back of your letter ; and,'^ 
to fpeak in my flile, as a man of bufincfs, if any 
thing could be an addition to the credit of Jp\xt 
bill, it mull be her indorfement on it* 

Adieu I 

HENRY. 



LETTER XCIV. 

T HEARTILY thank you, dear Harry, for 
■^' your kind and obliging letter. I rejoice at the 
concluTion of the tirefome fcene, I left you engaged 
In ; and that you are once more returned to your, 
dear little Eden. It is but fair that you ftiould 
make a kind of local memory for me, as mm is fo 
much'devoted to thofe moments we fpent together; 
that they alone are prefent to me, and thefe, which 
I now pafs, feera but the faint recoUeflion of inlipid 
ideas. My imagination, lively as yout own, ac-' 
companies you thro' every ftep, wc ever trod toge- 
ther ; I walk with you, fit with you, talk to you *^ 

but, oh ! there ends the charming reverie ! I can- 

G 3 Viox^ 
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not, dare not venture to make replies for joa ; 
accoftomed as I have been to that elegant feofe, that 
flows, for ever, from your lips, my uDderftanding 
will not bear to be ** impofed upon, even by my- 
•* felf." 

My aunt is flill in the country. I have been ia 
the mof^ uDcom for table way that ever was, fince I 
came to town* I have been much out of order 
with a conQant pain in my fide, and living, as 
It were, on the pnblick, without a home. I bave^ 

at laft, got lodgings at , but, for particular 

rcafoDS, would have you direft to Abby-ftrect. 

It would be impo/Eble to give you an idea of 

* Mrs. *s behaviour to me. She has however 

done me a real fcrvice by it ; for, tho' it is not even 
in her power to prevent my having the fincereft 
regard fosjier welfare, /he has, in a few days, wean- 
ed me from that painful tendernefs, which was 
contraQed by years of intimacy, and by which I 
mud have fuffered feverely at our parting. She fet 
out this moraiog for Wales; may (he there, and 
every where, meet that happinefs, (he fo much de- 
ferves, however hardly (he may deal with me — • 
Don't reply to this paragraph, left I (hould be 
tempted to accufe you, as the caufe of having loft 
thU Aill dear and ever valuable friend. 

I was a good deal furprizcd to find by your let- 
' ter to Kitty, that you did not intend writing to me; 

Was this well done ? But I will not pretend to 

*f fet you lafks;*' pleafe yourfelf in that particular, 

and youMl pleafe me for this be alTured of, that 

writing to me cannot be a more difagreeable em- 
ployment to you, than writing is, at a^l times, and 
tp all perfons, to me. I have made a flrange jumble 
of this writing between you and mei but I will 

• She aaarrerd with Frances for venturing to be re- 
conciled UiVLtnrjp 

give 
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give you demonftration, that I don't like it* by coa-^ 
eluding {like the ftory of the bear anJ fiddle. 
P. S. Obferve you have mifs'd a poft. 



L E T T E R XCV. 

My dear Pet, 

T AMforry for what you hint at; about Mrs. 
A ■, and can't heip giving a fpeculation or 

two upon this head, tho'yoo have forbidden me ^ 
jurt to give you a little better notion of the world, 
than you have at prefent*, and in order alfo to make * 
your niind fomewhat eafier^ with regard to her 
behaviour to you. 

Pcrfons, who fet up for advlfers, arrogate td 
themfeives pevfeAion ; at lead a high preference to 
tbeir pupils ; which,. with regard to her and you, 
would be perfeftion. Now, as moft people's pride 
is fupcrior to their friendftiip, it is a great hunab- 
Kngof one, to find' the fancied fuperiority not ac- 
Jinowledged, by the counfel not being regarded ; 
and we would rather our friends gained one ad- 
vantage by our advice, than twenty by taking their 
own way. Another refleftion to be cbnfidered, isy 
that thofe perfons, whom Will. .Honeycomb calls 
the outrageoujly virtuous^, notwiihftanding their 
boafted goodnefs, have at heart a jealous envy 
againft thofe, whom they fufpeft' to have fenfe, 
or fpirit enough to enjoy any pleafore, or make 
advantage ofany occurrence of life; which, perhaps,- 
for want of follicitation, proper circumftance of 
time, and place, or more generally, for want of 
courage, they have mifled themfeives. Obferve 
that I fpeak all along in general tferms ; of humaa 
nature in general ; for, Mrs. -*-— thinks (he has a^ 
gireat deal of friendship for you, and I believe (he 

&• 4r ba^ 
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fia^ She may alfo imagiae (he would 'ratder He in 

Mr. 's arms, than io the embraces of Apollo, 

aod perhaps fhe would ; there are eat&ufiafms of-all 
kinds ; and yet her behaviour to you may be fairly 
deduced from one or both of the general refleftroirt, 
juO mentioned} unconfcious to herfelf; fork is not 
every perfon, even of the beft fenfe, who afts, that 
knows from what principle he a As. I could purfue 
thrs fubjeA a great deal farther, but fhall conclude 
here, by anfuring you fincercly, that you (hall for 
ever find, from my behaviour toward you, that I 
will endeavour to make you what amends may be 
in my power, for the Idfe of a friend, which, per^ 
haps, )[ wa« the occafion of. And here, pray let 
me be vain enough to wifli you joy, as well as my^ 
/elf, upon the exchange; for both, it feems, you 
cojirjd not have, thro' her niggard linefs.' Mecr 
ilownright friendfliipis like a very moral diCcourie, 
whiijh, if continued f&r any time, is apt to grow 
kt-hargick ; hut love, with friendfliip mixed, is likg 
a fenfible converfation enlivened by fallies of wie^ 
which keeps us awake, during a very long feafli^ 
In fhort, friendfliip is the enjoyment of men, but 
love of gods« . In the whole heathen mythology, J[ 
don't remetnber an inflance of friendship, hut every 
god has his amour } except Vulcan, who being in 
every thing, unlike a, god, fave immortality, was 
married ; and itis faid Venus *^ has made that god^ 
*' fubfcribe himfelf, a devil/* as he is generally 
painted with horns. My love to Kitty-r — ^ 

I am^ (incerely and affe^ionately^ 

Your'sw 



HENRY i7»^ FRANCES, i2g$ 

LETTER XCVI. 
FRANCES to HENRY. 

I R£CEIV£D your reflefUoos, moral and enter* 
^ taiiiiogy and maft acknowledge that truth dwells^ 
in them-T-tbey have made me wifer,' but not hap-' 
pier ; and I much fear, that is all^be moft refined- 
philofophy can do ■ > ' 

• 

" Ah if (he lent not arms, as well as rules, 
*^ What can (he more, than tell us, we are fools ?-^ 
^' Teach us to mourn our natures, not to mend, 
*' A (harp accufer, but an helplefs friend." 

For my own parr, I look upon it as an impoflibi-. 
Hty that I (hould ever be. happy in love, or friend- 
ihip ; my fentiments^ace va(tl jr too quick, as Well as- 
delicate, to hbpe for a return- 

I think: you for the exchange, you offer me; but 
as I flattered'myfelf, I was long fmce pofTefled of 
your regard, I^^am not much pleafed to find, it is • 
flill to difpofe of.— —I honeflly confcfs, I never 
had^n equivalent to offer for it, but always looked ^ 
on it as a valuable prefent, made in the genteeleft 
manner, by accepting fuch a trifle^ 9s my efleem* in^ - 
return, and calling it an exchange. 1 am, how- 
ever, to thank you fdr. the promlfe you make, and ^ 
aflTure you, on my honour, that it is in your power, . 
and your's only, to make ample amendis ibr the lofs 
I havefufhined. 

My aunt is not come to' town : I am flill a wan- 
derer. I was' fool enough to tell you, in my lad: 
fetter, that I was alarmed at your miffing a po(l|— «• 
but you will make me wife in time; \ 

G 5 1 Fear 
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I fear the inconftancy of the weather has removed 
t Paraclete even from the tottering fituation I left 
it in. I did fofpe^, a Judden g^ft would carry it 
away. It was built too high^ to be at all permanent, 
all its ftreagth was in the Attic ftory, the 
foundation was indeed zjlight one* However, 

£Qtce ihe.remembrancey or rather imagination of it, is 
all that now remains ; I beg it as a favour, that yon 
will collect, the heft pUm you can, from the ruins^ 
and fej)d it to me. 

I was pleafed with a fenttment, I, this momifig^ 
met with in the Spe^ator; and, thoM am fure 
there is nothing new in it to you, I will tranfcribe 
it/ becaufe it leads me to afk a queftion, I am, per- 
haps, too follicitous about. — •' We travel thro* 
*' Time, as thiro' a country filled with wild and 

empty waftes, which we would fain hurry over, 

that we may arrive at thofe feveral little fettle- 
•* ments, or imaginary points of reft, that arc dif- 
•* perfed up and down in it.'* You fee Addifon has 
agreed with me, ** Time, like fpace, is marked' 
•* Qnly by its limits''^ if you wilh, (in the me- 
taphorical fenfe of the expreffion) to add length to^ 
my days, tell me, when (hall we meet ?— Like Leo- 
nora, you " can make time long * i" but you can do- 
better, for you canAorten it. 

I would apologize for a fooli(h, tnconfiftent 
letter, extremely ill written, but that, I am fure, 
you have received feveral from me, every whit at 
bad, and may, in all probability, do fo again — -— 
If you can remember Boileau's ode, which yoo lately 
quoted, I fliall thank you for tranfcribing it in your 
next. Adieu ! 

FRANCES. 

-h Henry ofiered to build a. bouie upon one of bis 
farms, to fliJe it ihe Paracktt. and fcl it with a parcel of 
land to her aunt.. ' ... % 

♦ The Kcvcpgc^ Yovno. 
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LETTER XCVIL 

HENRY to PRANXES. 

T H A V E fpcnt my time very ill fincc I bwjont' 
-* I have been reading a colleftion of letters from' 
Swift, Pope, Gay, Boliogbrokc, &c. which have 
fpoiled my reli(h for writing, by giving me too good 
a taAe for it* However, this humility of mine can^- 
Dot defend me from being a panAual correfpondent ; . 
fince I have bad the aflbrance to anfwer your letters 
oonftantly} and, as-Hudibras fays^ 

•' What is worth in any thing; 

*• But fo much money as 'twill bring I*^' 

I* may prefume that my letters, are of ineAimable* 
value, whiJe they purcbafe your's. 

I am more entertained with the private letters of 
eminent men, than I am with their more public 
writings; becaufe, in the former cafe, I fancy lam 
converfing with them, but in the latter, I only hear 
of them ; for which reafon too, I am fonder of. 
biography than of hiAory. 

1 muft tell you a circumflance of my weaknefs^v 
that I dfopt a tear, upon reading the account of 
Gay's death, in thefe letters, tho' I koew he had^ 
been dead above twenty years. • 



H I A TVS. 
LETTER XCVlin 

'Tp EL L me, my dear inconfiftent Harry, what can^ 

"^ be the meaning of your filence ? I account for 

it a thoufand different ways, in aa houri but, jf I- 

may give credit to your repeated YOWS| and my^ 

G 6 oivm^ 
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own prefaging gloomji foul, I have lafinitely more* 
caufe to condole with^ than complain of you. I 
wrote to yon laft Tuefday night, but was aftiamed 
to fend you my letter, as the occafion of it was a 

dream. You cannot conceive how miferably fu- 

perfihious it has made me — I have been here thefe 
two days, but, though in the court of Connis, 
joy has been an intire ftranger to my heart ;^ which 
is continually filled with melancholy id^as of my 
dear Harry's waat of health ; for fure nothing elfe 
could have prevented him frotn telling me, th^t he 
received my lafti— — Tho* I determined on lea\^ng 
this to-night, I would not defer inquiring into 
this myftery, 'till I got (I was going to fay) home ; 
but, alas! I have none; left I (hould be too late 
to tell you, that I feel the fevereft pain, from 
thhiking you are ill, I dare not aft myfelf. Whe- 
ther I would not rather it was want of health, 
than lenderncfs, that occafioned your neglediling to 

write.. V know not what I write, from iht 

double fear^ and diftradion of my thoughts. Mr, 

— ' fits^ clofe by my fide, and thinks I am 

writing to my aunt. How (hall I direft my letter ? 

—The fervant'waitS'. Adieu, my dear Harry; 

may reftoration hang its medicine on my pen, 
tither to yoar*health, or my indifierencc!. 



LETTER XCIX. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

'J^ H E reafon you did- not, or perhaps may not 
^ for the future, hear from me fo puaftualljr^ 
as m our former corrcfpondence, is, that I do not 
for^'I^ ^? '^"^'■s ^o regularly now, as formerly^ 
uiven^;. !a: obedience to your commands, I have 
^ ■ oireaions to ^ jpoft-maffcr, not to give my 

letters 
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Ibtteri to any perfon, but oiyfelf, or my orders 
which occafions fome delay, when I asCat Belfflonc» 
which is a great way .from the poft town. So it 
was the indifpofitioa of circtimftance) not of my 
health, which occafioned what I am pleafed to^ 
hear you call a difappointmenh I wijh my Cal* 
phurnia would have bitter dreamt^ for I have been, « 
thanks tojou, my dear Hygea, in perfed health, 
ilnce I faw you ;* as the recovery^ of your love and ■ 
favour have fully reflored my fpirits, which, and^' 
health, reciprocally depend upon each others. 
Nay, I am grown quite gay, and, 

*^ Since I am crepjt in favour whh myfelf^ 
'<< I Will maintainit^ at fojnaiiule coft.*^ 

I have declared for^ aflemblies here, and am/ 

^ youF only jig-maker,'' to -the aflonifliment of all 

my acquaintance. I be beau 'd myfelf t'other 

night, and' went to a ball; but foon found out, 

tjiat it was not the amufement, I was in queft of. 

The women, for whofe fake alone I powdered j, 

talked li1ce children, more in iimplicity, than iana- 

cence ; and were dreflcd like puppets, mor^ ftiowy 

than fine. However, this tawdtlnefs, though we 

may c^ll it poverty confefled, does not offend me 

(b much as, what I have often (Kled, a pedantry 

of drefs; which perfons of better fortune than- 

tafte, are apt to run inta. When I fee any one 

dreflfed very fine, without being genteel, I com*- 

pare them to a man of learning, without fenfe,; 

which makes his want of underJlanding more corn* 

fpicuous, as the want of tafte is more manifeft ia 

the other. With fuch reflexions as theie, I foon 

rendered myfelf unfit for the gay place I was ia: 

fo very quickly retired home, with this obfervatioo, 

that the joy, happinefs, or pleafure, which ele- 

▼ates our fpirits, upon fome occafions, does not 

fupporc us thro^' every fcene, where mirth is 

neceflary. 
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neceflTary. The gaiety bf giddy youth alone catr 
be able to efied this ; bat, in; all rational people,, 
the mirth or chcarfuloefs of moft things muft flow, 
from the particular pleafure we find in the things 
themfelves. Therefore \ (hall never again miftake 
that joyous fpirit, which the thoughts of you raifes 
in my heart, for fuch a lightnefs of mind, as can- 
make me revel in balls or mafqnerades ; but rather, 
what makes me more eminently unfit for fuchrf 
amulements. ^ 
I am4 

My deareft companion. 
And mod charming correfpondenv 
Your*s in fenfe and truth, 

HENRYv 

rfehd yon the ode yon deiired^ as well as I caa) 
recollefl it. 

Voici les lieux charmants, ou mon ame ravi> 
PafToit a contempler Silvie, 

Ces tranquilles moments fi doucement perdnes V 
Que je Taimois alors, que je la trouvois belle I ' 
Mon coeuT, vous foupirez au nom de i'infideU^-. 

A^rez vous oublie qpe vous ne Taimez. plus ?. 

€eft ici que fouvent, parmi ces prairies. 

Ma main, des fleurs les plus cheris§ • 

Lui faifoit des prefens, fl tendrement receus! 
Que je Taimois alors, que je la trouvois belief' 
Mon coear^ vous foupirez au nom de rinfidelk, 

Avez vous oublie que voua ne Taimez plus I 

BOILEAU. 
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LETTER C. 
FRANCES to HENRY. 



3S^ 



Y O ^ ^il'^ I dare &y, be heartily frighted aCv 
-^ the enormous fize of my packet : but, as it is 
the privUege of great wits to fay much in a little,. 
fe it is^ the cufiomof fmall ones to fay nothiug in a« 
great deal, l have fa often. iUuftrated the latter 
part of tbiis trueifm, that it is needlefs to fay more 
on this^ little occafiom I mirft intreat you will be 
£o kind as to* forward the inclofed, as foon as you« 
receive it.-r-I fcar^ it has already been- too long;; 
delayed. 

I am fiocepcly glad that you are well, and' 
happy ; and (hall hereafter fay with G^fer, *< We- 
♦* defy augury." 

I have often thought, with you, that the fatis- 
faftion, arising from a partictilar objefti or cir- 
cumftance, is more apt to difqualify us for whafc 
the generality of the worM call pleafure, than even* 
grief, or patn; aS| in the firft cafe, the mind id 
totally abforbed in one contemplation, without en- 
deavouring to exert its faculties on objefls, Icfs 
p?cafing than tbofe which already employ it- - 
Ifl the latter, we are attempting toroufe.the mind> 
and trying to find cafe, or pleafure, from every 
new objfift, or untried' folly that furrounds us, 
Alas ! ho,w vain the effort f 

I can, at laft, with great pleafure inform you, 
that I am writing by my own fire-fide. I am cer- 
tain, we (hould never enjoy the pleafures, or con- 
^ Tcnleacies of life, did we not fometimes feel the 
want of them. The unfettled, difagreeable way I 
have been in, ever fince I came to town, has en- 
deared home fo much, that, I think, I would 
rather live in a cottage, where I was miilrefs of 
myfelf, than be a vlfiter at Verfailles, 

Heed 
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Ifccd I tell my heart's dear Harry, with what 
earDeftnefs and fincerity I wi(h to fee him here ? 
You, and you alone, can double every charin I 
find in the rational enjoyment of myfelf, aod every 

thing about me. My aunt is ftill in the country 

——Kitty remains in Abby-ftrcct: the gaiety of 
that place is better fuited to her chearful difpofition, 
than my retired pleafures ;. for in tbofe views, and 
Aafe only, pleafure can«<be called my aflbciate 
I here releafe the peft-mafter of Kilkenny, for I 
would rather* my letters (hould be read by the 
whole county, than not be punftually anfwercd 
by you--i 

"May your heart beat time to the gay life you are 
engaged in; may the women talk fenfibly^ and 
drefs elegantly; and may everyone you^m«et with^ 
be as perfe£Uy agreeable, as you' are to yoor 

Sincerely af&dtionate 

FRANCES. 



LETTER CL 
HENRY to FRANCES* 

^Ikennyt 

1 R E C E I V E D your packet, and fent it ofF to 
* my lifter. 

Your manner of accounting for the pleafure we 
receive from one objeft, rather difqualif)ang us for 
other pleafures, more than even grief, or pain, is 
very juft and very pretty. I found out the truth; 
from experience ; but you did more, by invefti- 
gating the caufe, from reafon. This churliOl 
pleafure, though, muft be fuch a one as I receive 
J««n you I one, which makes every other appeat 
below my regw^d. But why do I gUI it one pl^il 

fure> 



HTENRY and FRANCES; 137 

(bre, when it comprehends the beft part of the 
higbeft pleafares of fenfe, reafon, or reflediion ^ 
the greatefl happlnefs in this life proceeds from 
love and friendfhip; how much more cxquifite tha 
joy, when both thcfe are centered in the fame 
objeA ! as one jewel, tho' but equal in fize to two 
others^ rifes infinitely, in value, above them* Let 
this be a lefTon to thofe coy fair ones, who fufFer a 
man to break his hear t, before they accept on't* 
One heart-whole lover is worth fifty whining 
inamorato's. * . 

I am jufV come from Maldenhall, to catch the 
poft going out. 

Adieu r 

henry: 
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L E T T E R GIL 
My dear Fanny, 

T A M jealous of you, from your lafl: letter* 
-^ You fay H. G. and J. &. make fuch a noife Itk 
the room, that you canuQt attend to what you ar« 
writing. I don't care that you (hould divide your* 
felf between your common acquaintance and me $ 
and am fuch a churl, that I have no enjoyment 
ekher ofyoiB'converfation, or correfpondence, but. 
when I have them, entirely to myielf, 

** Adara relating, (he fole auditrefe/* 

when 1 write to you, my whole foul is yours. 

I am not however fo felfiOi, or rather, I am fo 

ielfifh, as to be willing to communicate your 

charming -converfe to thofe few, who haveajuft 

relifii for your wit and fenfe ; for this is but ea- 

UrgiQg my own capacity, and iocreafing my comr 

prchcnfiott- 
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prebeDfion, Mrhich is too narrow to enjoy the 
fuUnefs of the fcaR. 

If I appear to have a better philofophy, or more 
refined fenfe than formerly, it h but to accommo- 
dace myfelf to your fentiments and tafte; which, 
by the continuance of your favour, niay perhaps 
ftrengtheo babit into nature. However, in general, 
I endeavour to appear to you, what I really am in- 
myfelf ; becaufe I cannot be otherwife afTured either 
#f ypur love or efleeoi. I am Cjcrtain that, by 
(hewing myfelf in this ligbt, I may lefien both : 
but then I fecUre thofe portions of each, which I 
nay honeflly, or prudently claim. All farther 
regard is but paid to fomethiog foreign from me,, 
and I ihould be jealous of your attachments even 
to an imaginary perfon^ — Should I pretend to more 
knowledge, virtue, or philofophy, than I poflefsi 
what (hould I do more, than idly raife fentiments>. 
or affedions in yon, which I am not able to gra- 
tify ? and would be a fort c^ weaning you from 
your atrachments to me, as if a peafant lover (hould' 
endeavour to infpire his Amaryllis with high notions 
of pomp, riches, and grandeur. 

All the hazard 1 run, from my free commerce 
^ith you, is that, as prefumption and felf fuf&ciency 
«re apt to get the ftart of fenfe, or knowledge, 
your praife and approbation may give me fuch a 
vanity, as poflefTed antient heroes with an opinion 
of their being more than human, but that the 
charms of your perfon tempt me often to recoiled 
my manhood. However, the vain apotheofis may 
ftill remain, when I refled, that Gods themfelves 
have been inamoured of mortal women, left amiable 
than you ; who have every perfeflion of the mofV 
eminent of your fex, without their extremes* 
The philofophy of Portia, without he^ ftbicifm ; 
the love of Sappho, without her wantonncfs ; the 

wit 
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wit of Heloife, without her prophanenefo; and the 
fpiric of Cleopatra, without her extravagance. 

Write to me, my charming Epitome, -but neveff 
when you have any thing elfe to do, 

Adka I 

BENRYi 



H I j/TUS. 
LETTER cm. 

» 

1 SHOULD have wrote to my dear Harry lad 
•* port, but was prevented by illncfs : I am now, 
thank God, a great deal better, fo will not trouble 
you with an account of my malady. 
■ I am much obliged to you for the romantick 
gallantry you hint at, in vour laft ; but, in order ta 
make a proper return to lo much politenefs, I mu(t 
a/Ture you, tho* I long with the utmoft earnefinefs 
to fee you here, it would rather give me pain thao^ 
pleafure, to think I was the folc motive of your 
coming* I do not know, but pride may have a 
large (hare in thk declaration ; for, I cpiifers, L 
Tiave nonruthility enough in my difpofition, to be 
pleafed with receiving favours.--^-— However, my 
vanity is much dfligfated with the compliment; 
and infifts on its remaining, asit is, a very genteel 
one. 

I hope 1 did not wrong yon, with regard to 
Paraclete ; I (hoold indeed be forry it had a more 
folid foundation than fancy ; as we could, in that 
way, build as pretty a calUe, as any two people I 
know. 

I live tout feul ; yet am as happy in mine own* 
dear hbme, as my health will permit. I am growa 
quite a domedick animal, and have found out^ 
that the reafon we (whopurfue) rarely find hap- 

pinefs>. 



r4» LETTERS hitwem 

pioefs, is, becaufe (he is too near us, and '' hlder^ 
*• beblad her ardour to be feen ;'* for fhc very 
feldom lives from home. — I expe^ Kilty will ex-. 
change the pleafure I have found in converfing 
with myfelf, for a mtich higher, that of converfing 
with- her. She is to come to me next week ; and 
tho^^from being too long immerfed in crowds aad 
hurry^ I have acquired a kind of paflion for lone- 
linefs, I ihall be fincerely glad of her company ;.. 
but I much fear my difpofition, which {from the- 
iong feries of difappointments and mortifications I 
have met with) is gFown- quietly gloomy, will be< 
butill Juitcd to her lively gaiety. However, .fome 
fay«., that contrails in friendfiiip, like fympathies iai 
love, cement the union.. I hope it will do fo with, 
us. — My aunt came to town kft night. — I have no 
kind of news to fend you^ and my fpirits are fo^ 
extremely low^ that I fear my cpifllc will be con- 
tagious, and give yov the hum-drums, which have^. 
at p^feat^ takea entire pofleOion of 

Your fincere friend 

And fervant. 



•#h«i 



A letter is miffing here. 
li E T T E R CIV, 
Dear HARRY, 

T H A V E received both, your letters ; I did not 
"* get that of the 19th till Sunday morning ; le^ 
me beg yoa not to write v by the ftage again, for I 
jjatcdelays* I wrote to. you laft Saturday on th^. 
fame fubjedi, lam now to treat of; but, as youi 
<iefire I fhould be explicit, I obey. 

And, lirft. Jet me again thank you for your 
«chgaed vlfit j and again afllire you, that, with^ 
vnn^K^^^^^^S earneftnefs, I wifli, nay long to fee. 
4^pu Here. But as I ever did,' and everJhall, pre- 

fcp. 
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Ifcr yoar cafe and happiaef$ to my own, I maft infift 
on your not 4:oiitributiDg to mine, at the expence 
^of yours. 

In the mod romantlck hours of my life, when 
^every inftance of teudernefs tranfported me, I well 
^remember to have received ii)ore 4>aiQ than plea- 
sure, from a parallel proof of your regard : and, to 
deal frankly with you» (which indeed I think you 
merit) it is neither in my power nor inclination to 
make the returns, which, I fear, you would expert 
for fuch a favour.. Let me intreat you then, my 
dear Harry, not to give yourfelf and me fruitlefe 
trouble ; but waic till time, or buiioefs, produces 
Some lucky event, which may render your coming 
jiecefTary to yourfelf, and of courfe pleafing to me. 
——Whenever that happens, 4, will, with the ut- 
moft pleafure^ meet you, at whatever diftance you 
'(hall appoint from town, with a female companion; 
.provided we can fettle it fo, as not to interfere 
with my domeflick affairs ; and be aflured, that 
every moment of my life, which can befpared from 
thofe, (hall be bellowed on you. This is indeed 
no contpliment, as I know no other method of 
fpendiDg it, with (ktisfadion to myfelf. 

I now folemnly declare, that, by dediniog your 
intended kindnefs, I '^ebar myfelf of the only 
pleafurelam capable of 'receiving; for all othor 
enjoyments * '* have loft the power to charm my 

♦* fouUV Do not then unkindly condrue my 

regard for your welfare into caprice, or cruelly fay, 

that I don't defirc to fee youj too well, you 

know, 1 do. 

YouJo mebut ftrift ^juftice in believing, that 
the mod minute matter, relative to you, muft ever 
be of confeqnence to me; and, iincc you have 
touched on family affairs, you muft give me leave 

* Letter LXIV. line ic. 
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to tell you, that I am extremely concerned for poor 
Nancy. When I was at Maidcnhafl, I pitied her 
as much as I ever did any creature ; for, tho' I 
cannot fuppofe her capable of that exoiiiiite anguifh, 
which more cultivated minds muft teel, (he could 
not avoid fuffering greatly, from a certainty of 
Sally's being the reigning favourite: but if the want 
of an elevated mind prevented her feeling the 
*' Hydra of calamities,** in the moft poignant man- 
ner, it likewrfe deprived her of the only refource, 
which can be found for the Forfaken, that of 
fcorning the faiihlefs lover; but (he, poor fbult 
pointed her mifplaced rage at her triumphant 
rival ; forgetting the nine hundred and ninety* nine 
damfels, who muft have been dethroiied, before 
Ihe could take pofleffioa of the capacious empire 
of your heart. 

I am really forry her behaviour obliged you to 
part with her; ftie was a good fervant, and, I 
believe, fincercly attached to your intereft, not- 
withftandlng l^fr. 's report to the contrary. 

I cannot fay how much I am obliged by your 
writing fo conftantly ; let me intreat you will con- 
tinue to deferve my fincereft thanks, for they arc 
all that I can offer in return. It is not want of 
gratitude, biit power, that prevents my repaying 
the obligation ; you muft then, like a compounding 
creditor, accept all I have to give, tho' it falls ever 
fo {hort of the debt. 

1 sgain intreat you to bcfieve, that I paffionatcly 
long to fee you, and that I am, with the fincereft 
afFeilicn, 

Your's, and only your's.- 
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LETTER CV. 

INfy deareft and bed-loved Love» 

yj^ OUR manner of writing, aboat my going td 

^ Dublin, charms me extremely, as it is very fed* 

cfible and rational. It flatters me too, as it isibme* 

^what in the ftile I have always treated you ; for I 

would never facrifice onefentiment of friendfhip to 

sA\ the extravagance of love ; for which reafon, to 

ordinary feeming, I might, perhaps, appear not to 

have loved you, half fo well as I really did. How- 

.€ver that be, I folemnly afTur^ yon, upon my word 

of honour, .( which, when ferioufly given, I never 

forfeited to you yet) that, from the inflant I firft faw 

you here, I have loved and approved you better 

than I ever did before; and fuch a turn, at this 

>Aage of our acquaintance, is very likely to laft for 

life. Jmen^ fo belt ! 

There is fomething, however, in your manner, 
-^hich fometimes perplexes me. As for example, 
Jn the two recent inftances of Paraclete, and my ga- 
-ing to Dabtin ; you fpeak of things, which yoa 
feem to defire, and, when I think you in earned, as 
J generally do, my own inclinations according with 
your's, you then tell me, yoa did not ferioufly ia- 
.tcnd what you hinted at. But I am not to be 
trifled wiih, after this nwnncr ; for, whatever I un- 
.dertake in complaifance to you, I fhall certainly go 
thro* with, in compliance with my own inclinations. 
So 1 (hall certainly pay my vidt to you in Dublin 
foon, in hope you will retura the compliment to 
Faraqjete next fummer. -------- 



I hope you rcfjoice in the fame weather we have 
4a the country 3 we have not had even the whifper 

of 
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xi a Michaelmas rig yet ; and Oftober, wUich k 
generally a finemonth, is fettiog in Vith all good 
omens. There is fomething more charming in a 
fine feafon, at this time of -the 7ear, than in all tht 
fnnfiiiiie of-a Aimmer's-meridian. Methinks it affeAs 
ns^fomewhat like ihe pleailng reverence we feel, 
when we meet with chearfulnefs in the decline of 
^ife. I'hope this weather will continue 'till I fee 
.you. «—'* Sear 'me -but to her, then fail meif yoo 
*< can/' Not that-I am foch a fair weather ipark, 
^hatthe diiSerence of feafon ihall make any diffe- 
rence in my fiedfaft {»urpofe to fee you, as foon as 
I can ; 

** Nor yet the wintry blafls I fear, 

** Norftorms, nor night, (hall keep mc here." 

I am, my deareft, 

Your's iill I fee you. 

And till I can fee you no more. 



LETTER CVI. 

"]^ EED I tdl my dear Harry that his letter gnre 
■^-^ me the liigheft pleafure, as the titmoft wiffi 
my heart e'er formed, was to be approved by him f 
Let us now mutually congratulate each other, on 
our .coming to aright under AaTiding ; for I am 
perfuaded that great part of thofe uneafinefles, we 
have both given^ and received, have been owing to 
our not being thoroughly acquainted with the mo- 
tives on which we feparateiy afted. I may have 
mifconftrued friendfhip into want of tenderncfe ; 
and you deemed that caprice, which was excefs of 
love. However, this I am fure of, that we either 
love one another extremely well, or we muft be a 
couple of the proudeft and moft obTlin ate mortals, 
that ever yet exiftcd. I finccrcly hope that our 

nxutnal 
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sratofll pcFfeveranceJs owing to ib« firft caofe, us is 
mod for the hoaotrr of huaMn naiQre in geaeral, 
and of u» two Us particular. 

I am fioeerely grateful for the kifkl aflarance you 
give me of fitU iooreafing love. If every thoughr^' 
word, or aftaao of my life, faemg ckvoted to you^ 
dad yott o^, can merit a comkHiance of yoar re- 
gard, 1 may veotare to promife, that it will laft foe 
nfe i and <* thait oor lofcd aod comjforts will ia« 
*^ creafe, «veo as our days do gro w.*^ 

As to that part of my eon^ud^, which you (af '^ 
perplexes yoo, it is mighty eafily accounted for. 
I have, perhaps, more romance ia my difpofuioo, 
than any woa»aii, you may have met with ; for this 
rsafon, my mind is ever filled with ideas out of the 
common road ; wivims, which have any degree of 
teader«<(s or delicacy, pkafe me extremely, and I 
am apt to iodalge them, perhaps, too much ; buf^ 
vdieaaay circumAance recalls the remembrance of 
ny fituatfon in life, I wok immediately forry for hav« 
.iqg given way to my folly, and would retrieve it, 
tflcoQid. Bnt, not to appear more variable than 
i really am-, i fobmit the being, or annihilation of 
Paraclete, intirely to you. If yon fcrioufly think, 
that my nunt's Kving there will add to your happi- 
nefS) and not hurt my fame, I will again^ with tranf- 
port, indulge my heart with 

** Thoft fcenes of blifs iny raptur*d fancy framed, 
** In that dear fpot, with peace and thee reiir'd ; 
^' Tho' realbn then my (anguine fondnefs blam'd) 
*« I flill adhere to what my love infpir'd.— — 

I infifton your anfwering me like the man of bo« 
Dour, and the friend, the lover muft tiot have the 
fmalleft part in the reply. 

I do indeed rejoice with you, and for you, on 
account of the weather. 1 never fee a gleam of 
funfhiQe, oc a clear (ky, that does not afford me a 

Vol. I. H douW^ 
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double pleafure, by rcfleAiog, how much you enjoy 
ic. I would recommeod it to you» to ftay in the 
country, while the weather holds good ; aflfured of 
this, (hat when Sol draws his influence, and refufes 
longer to chear us mifcrable osortals, you can more 
than fupply his abfence, by clearing thofe glooms, 
which even his chearful rays cannot difpcl without 
you. 

I have fuch a violent pain in my right (houlder, 
that it is with the utmoft difficulty I move my hand 
to write.' I am flili un£ pauvre foUtaire i Kitty has 
sot yet left Abby-lheet, nor do I know when ihe 
will. 

If I were able, I would write another letter, and 
not fend this % for it is indeed a miferable fcrawl ; 
thp*) as my letters have been always originals, not 
copies, I think it would be ill-timed to begin with 
forms, when I fhould leave them off. 

As to the affair of Nancy and Sally, it is of 00 
farther confequence to me, than if James and the 
coachman had been the difputants. Nor did I 
mention my opinion of Sally y^th any defign ; for 
you may eafily conceive, that it is a matter of in- 
difference to me, whether your prefent favourite 
was chriftened Sarah, or Anne ;■■ . for, while I 
am in poffeiTion of the jewel that is lodged within, I 
care not who holds the caflcet. 

** Oh ! free, for ever, be his eye, 

*' Whofe heart to me is always true !" 

. I have quoted thefe lines to you before, upoH 
fome fuch occafion. 

Adieu ! my dear Harry, and believe me, as I aip, 
faithfully and affedionately^ 

Your*^# 
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LETTER CVir. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

V^OU have diftingmftied very juftjy about the dif- 
•* advantages, under which my friendftiip and 
your love have hitherto appeared to each other ; 
bat they have both approved ihemfclvcs ofthebeft 
and moft lading kind, upon the tef^s I have oftea 
mentioned to you, that I /hould always preferve 
the fame conflant tenor in my behaviour toward 
jou, behaved you to me well or ill ; 

" True as the dial to the fun, 
** Altho' It be not ftila'd upon ;'* 

and that, if you once truly loved me, whafever 
might iiappen in the courfe of our lives, mighty 
perhaps, interrupt, but could never break the chain. 
Vet, to fay the' truth, thefe convertible or recipro- 
cal terms of love^od friend(hip have been fo oftea 
commuted, and compounded between us, that they 
are now become, according to a Latin fentence X 
bave, un/tfi nefciOf met witb> 

«* Utrum borum mavis accipe, five utrumque i" 

and between us two have come to fo near a refem« 
blance to each other, that my friend/hip, from a 
conAant unallayed heat, begins now to blaze into a 
flame; and the extravagance of your paffioa feeois 
\o have fpent itfelf to 

•' The calm lights of mild philofophy j" 

And here I mud impofe another Latin fenteoc^ 
upon you, from Ovid : 

^' Quod nunc ratio eft, impetus ante fuit** 

Your faying, that you rejoice now in fine wea- 
ther (tho' all feafons are equal to tbofe who live in 

H 2 town) 
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' town) becanfe you know the pleafure I recehre from 
it, in the coootry^ puts me ionrnd of a pair of 
romantic lovers, who agreed, at parting, that, at 
fuch an hottf of the night, they would each take a 
ibiitary walk by moonlight, enjoying a whimCcal 
kind of happinefs, in that they were both enoployed 
in contemplating the fame objeft, at the fame time. 
Snch inftances as thefe, to perfons who never were 
in lore, may, perhaps, appear very ridiculous^ but 
the charming caprices of this deli^^tfuIpafiioHi, like 
the tafte, which men of a refined genius have foe 
the politer arts and fdences, are as iacomprehenn 
iible to perfons of an ordinary capacity, as the ob-^ 
jefis of a fixth fenfe. 

My bvely, lovii^ and bcknred Fair One, 

FareweL • 

HElNRYj 
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Dear Harry, 

T HAVE entered upon the ftudyyon prefcribecf 
-^ to me, and have read Tally's Offices almoft 
thro* ; -and I profefs myfelf both pleafed and fur- 
prized, at finding to what a noble height of vir-* 
tflons ^nbiment an sninlightened Pagan has carrie(f 
the point of morals, truth, and juftice. There are 
(bme extremie nice cafes put, in dealFng between 
man a^id man ; in which Cicero has determined fo 
differently from-tiie general- praAicc;i and^Uowed 
opinions of the mercantile world, that a perfon mnft 
ha»c a very refined and abflra^Sed fpeculation, who 
will readily join iffue with his reafonings-. 

I fee flow, more than ever, the difadvaatage in 
morals, which people muft labour under, who hare 
not had ^ the happinefs of a Bberal and academic 

cdu- 
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^ocatioQ ; who have not fecured a thorough knovir* 
^edge of books* before they v^starc 'upon any ac- 
quaintance, or commerce with the worJd. Yox, it 
JS in early youth, before ideas are crowded, or 
com^p^toed, while the faacy is lively* quidl to re- 
ceive, and amofocis to retaiiVi the delicate fenfa- 
tion&, that the moral beauty of abftradk vtttue caa 
be able to imprefs its image on the mind \ and yoa 
might as well attempt to give a man of thirty a tafte 
for the nice and inexprelfible graces of poetry, 
painting, or mufk, as to teach a merchaat « relilh 
for the reliRemeats of Cicero. 

However, I mod confefs, that the more T aot 
pleafed with this author,* and others of the fam« 
beathen €la&, the moFe akirmed I %tsA myfelf oa 
account of the ChriAiaa religion ; which, tho* al« 
lowed Hi be the fineft and nobkA fyftem of ethics 
that ever was framed, I reaMy can't perceive any 
thing moTQ ia> that» was faid. Wrote,, and pratfiUed, 
before the Augaftan period* I have often beard hints 
of the fame kmd upon this ftsb>eA in conver&t'ton, 
but they never oiade th^ leaft impreffion on me ht,^ 
fore, becaufe they Skever came from any perfon« 
Whom I drdf not ol^fcrve to be deficient either ia 
{^i%ie or vlrti^e. Now^ do not imagine* front an3r 
thing I. fay, that I am, in the leaft ftaggered wtth 
legard to miy faith in oiir holy religloa i but, as \ve 
Aotfldy upoq ^>occafioos, be N«idy to give aa ac^ 
count of the fsltb that is in Uss, I fl)all be obli^^cd, 
if you will take tb« trouble, to reqder me the rca- 
(bo, or. nocc^y» for that revelation ; Mrtuch,. with^ 
put evef having H>qaired (ibour, \ moft At dfa^dly and 
implicitly believe 19. Your hours of retirement 
and leifure have not been unemployed upon tbeta 
(abjeOs ; and you are my Abelard, nay Qoly octho- 
dojiy— -^10 fpecuUtlve pomta. 

H3 
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LETTER CIX. 

My dear Heloi8e» 

1 RECEIVED your clever letter upon thofefub- 
•■ jcfts, which I left you converftnt about ; and, 
iho* i have already given you every book from my 
fludy, which I prefumed might adorn a lady's li- 
brary, f believe, I (hall foon be obliged to thin my 
(helves farther, and call in aid from the Cotton Mu- 
iiseom to fnpply yon 

Your criticifm upon tafte is fine, and puts me 
in mind of a very judicious remark, I have fome- 
where met with, upon Jlilius Scaliger ; who was 
allowed to be a man of great learning, and deep 
erudition, but tsobferved to he but an heavy com- 
mentator upon the inimitable elegancies of claflics; 
*• for that he applied hirofelf to his ftudies, fome- 
«* what too late in life*" There are in moral virtue 
certain graces, which it is not in the power of ethic 
rules to prefcribe, analagous to the je ne-fjay quo! 
of natural beauty, which the moft defcriptive poetry 
cannot exprefs; and which a perfdn can be only 
ca'pabl^ of perceiving, from a fort of fympathy of 
foul ; as refined Spirits are fuppofed to communicate 
their ideas» rather by intuition than converfe^ 

Your expreflion of amorous to ret am is fine ; and 
one inftance, among many in youl^Htings, of that 
poetical elegance, which you allud^ to. 

I am not prepared to enter into a treatife upon 
the fubjeft you have ftarted 5 but fhall throw toge- 
ther a few unconneAed hints, after the manner of a 
common- place book, which is the only way I can 
bave patience to write in. 

* .Reiigion njay be confidered but as moral virtue, 
reduced to method ; as human laws are bat a com- 
pendium of equity. Moral virtue, its truth and 
beauty, like the rays of tt^e fan, are too weak and 

difFufc 
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diflfufe for maQy,' the beft purpofes of life ; bat re- 
ligion, like a barning^glafs, coileds thofe fcattered 
rays, giving tbem united force, and more particular 
direftioa. 

From the light of Nature a few ingenious phiio- 
fophers might have deduced, perhaps, the whole of 
revealed ethlcti bal their writings could have a 
flight and confined influence over the generality of 
mankrod. Reafooing may convince our minds, but 
human nature requires authority to govern and 
controul its aflions. Rewards and panifhuscnts 
are not clear from the light of Nature, iho* they 
may be prefumed from the analogy running thro' 
all the works of Providence. The lime, at leafb, 
rould not be afcertained^ 'till revelation denounced 
it to be immediately confequent of our death ; fo 
that, before that revelation, men might, perhaps, 
prefume upon the pofCbility of fome farther ilate 
xA probation. Nay, what certainty of an hereafter, 
upon any terms, could we have, without reve> 
lation I 

One great comfort, in this frail mortal life, was 
'Wanting from the reafonings of natural religion, 
which the ChriAian fydem has a/Tured us of, name- 
ly, remiflion upon repentance \ and this has not 
only informed us of one darling attribute more>in 
the Godhead, but has faved linners from the mifcry 
^nd danger of defpair. 

Why the great God has thought proper to make 
bis revelations fo partially, both with regard to time 
jind place, in fuch and fuch a manner ; the mydery 
of the incar;iationt the paffion, with other articles 
of faith, are too abftrufe to enter into here: Be- 
iides, they mo?e properly belong to, what ihey call, 
Cydematical divinity ; and 1 (hall let them reft, 'till 
I am at leifure to recommend proper books for 
your reading, to inftroft you in fuch fpecnlative 
lubjeAs. So having fufHciently aof \vered as much of 

H 4 this 
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this matter, as your kticr required, 1 ft»H only add 
this Oiort prayer, ** That we maf boch live ta 
*« bope» that we may die ioceruioQr!'' 

Adten ! 



LETTER ex. 

My dear Comfe8sor» 
I RECEIVED your's, but it has not aofwered 
"* my expe^atlons, tho* you fay it has anfwcred 
my letter. Now I forget how fully I exprefled 
myfelf there, buc I know I bad more in conrempla- 
iioQ, when I wrote, than yon have taken notice of; 
and pray obferve, there is a great diSerence be- 
tween anfwering a qoefiion, and fdving a difficulty. 

I remember La Bruyere gives the charaA«r of a 
famous French wit, who made it a rule with himfelf, 
never to feem pofed, upon aoy occafion whfitfo^ 
ever; and being aiked, a iittle abruptly* <>nce. 
What was the difference between Dryads and Ha* 
madryads, anfwered very readily, •• Yoti have beard 
of your bilhops and archbiihops." 

I had this ftory from yonrfeif fome time ago^ 
upon fomewhat a fimilar occafion, and I muft 
therefore confefs the pertnefs of my re-appIicadoD; 
and, by way of apology for it, I fliall add the old 
proverb, That a fool may afk more queftions, than 
a wife man can anfwer. However, I acknowledge, 
that you bave faid enough to loofen the difficnlty, 
tho' not intire}y to refolve it ; and, for the reft, I 
am fatisfied to throw myfelf upon fakh. 

Adieu f 

FRANCES. 
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I. E T T E R CXI. 
Dear Fanny, 

1 H A V E read Tom Joaes at yonr requeft, an A 
"^ retura it lo you vkb my opituoa upcaa it ; whicb 
jou llkewife require* 

The Qo¥c] 1$ a true copy of homaii life i the cha-r 
rafters f horo^ghty kept up to ; the ftory veil told $, 
the iocident^ tumorous i the feotidieats noble ^ 
:|pd the reflefiioas juft and mdraL 

Tb^ oaly Cault I find with the author is* the ill- 
judged atieqiptf be ofteo makea to foe witty ; whicb 
beiog by oo means his taleat, and, in a work o£ 
this kind* wholly uoneceflkiy; be i$ therefore ia- 
exc^bhkt if it (hould turo oyit, as it/requently doe» 
liere, m poor HinGpaSf bald CQQceits» or wretched 

Adieu f 

HENRY^ 



L P T T E R CXir. 
HENRY to FRANCES. 

Tr^ Y not hearing fpon* you thefe two pofts, (hall 
^▼1 be no seafoa for my not writing to you ; for I 
db it for the pleafure I have in addreffing you» after 
apy manner, not becaufe I think myfelf under a ne- 
c^eiBty of anfwering yom 

You may rememtber the SpeAators were in tnf 
conrfe of reading, whik you was here; and t'other 
day I met a paper of Addon's, the 2d paper of the 
4th volume, which fupports my juftiftc&tion of 
Pope, agaiuft your cenfure : ** That there were but 
^ lew lines I kk Im work^, hie owiw"^ Part of bia 

H 5 Preface 
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Preface to his own works too may be taken In: 
•* Every one, who reads, expe£ls their authors 
'* (hould be fcholars, and yet are angry when they 
•• find them fo." Is not your a£lion your own, be- 

caofe it is as jufl and gracefal as lady 's ? 

; I have fometimes obferved to you, the great in- 
conveniencies of a good memory, which perfons of 
the beft underftandings, or greateft reading, are 
feldom incumbered with ; by which means, what- 
ever they read becomes their own ; by imprbving^ 
their minds, without burthenlng their memories ; 
and like perfons, who have ftudied mathematics, be- 
ing once convinced of a demonftration, ever after 
retain the truth, tha' the A's and B's whkh ex- 
plained it to them, are forgot. There is'fomethmg 
analagous to digeflion in learning. -*-One perfoQ 
iball tum* all be eats, and drinks, to found fledi, and 
florid complexion ; while another perfon, of a dif- 
ordered or weakly conftilution, ftiall quote you a 
piece of partridge, or pheafant, after every meal. 
' I beg to hear from you as fooa as poffible, for I 
aiti afraid, the delay is owing to the pain in your 
'arm, you mentioned in one of your letters^ 
Your conftant aiui affeAionate 

HENRY- 
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LETTER CXIIL 

rTHINK myfclf v^Iy obliged to dear Harry 
^ for his obliging voluntier. 1 wiflx it was in mj 
power to make him a better return^ than meer 
thanks ; but indeed that is all I have to offer, for I 
Mn ahrc4utcly grown fo intolerably AupJkl, and have, 
fuch a confirmed averfion to writing, that I hate 
the thoughts of touching a pen \ confdous, that It 
i^uft be as tircfome to you to read, as U U t> cne 

to 
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to write. Let my want of power plead nvy excufe, 
aDd kindly accept of the will for the deed. 

I have not had leifur^ eaough^ fioce I receive4 
yoDr*s, to look for the paper yoi| meatiooed. Yoii 
iniAake my opiaioa with regard to Pope* I did no( 
fay, his verfe was not his own, but that be was oa* 
ly a verfifieri and, as his' thonghts and expreflions 
are, I think, more elegant than any of our BritiO^ 
poets, I cannot help being lorry, that he did no| 
ilrike oat fomething of his own, and not iatirely 
confine his genius to traqflating, or verfifyiog thq 
plans marked out by other men ; for this reaion, I 
(hink he had lefs merit, tho' more charms, thaqt 
many of our Englifii writers ; as the mafons, whq 
built Maidenhall, had, in my mind, no more pre- 
tence to talle, or elegance, than if they had built % 
barn. 

" For, when fome lofty pile is rais'd, 
• •* We never hear the workmen prais'd 

*• Who bring the lime, or place the ftones j 
- •* But all admire Inigo Jones." 

Had I ever fcen lady ■ , it is certain, 1 

ihould have endeavoured to copy her. I am glad 
I did not, for I don't know that I ever yet faw a 
jgood imitation; for what may be elegantly grace* 
i'ul in one perfon, may appear lidiculouily aukward 
io another* 

Your remark with regard to memory is verified 
in me, for 1 k.aow no one that has a better than 
myfelf s and it is indeed very often a great incum- 
hrance to me, in mot-e cafes than one. 

Mrs. ■ has been- very weH received by her 

father-in-law in Wales, and is aHfo-happy* I ikU* 
cerely rejoice at it, iho' indeed (he does not dcferv^ 
) (bould give myfelf a moment's thought ji^bout her. 
She has wrote feveral letters to Kitty, andf others ; 
not ia line to.mc* I am forry to fay, Ihc has de- 
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Tcendedto little meanoefles, I thought her tacapablc 
©f; partkularly, that of diTtifgmg ci^ry paffiige 
relative t* you, herfclf, atid me, with Notes Varh-^ 
rum ■ on the folly of my being agaia recon- 
ciled to yon, and many dreadfiri prophecies on 9he 
confeqnenc c ■ I hope, (he mU not prove a 
^Caflfandra. 

I told yon, In nay laft Ittter, Jiow toy time was 
tmploy'd. I'havtuot been any where from home» 
^Jbut at the Park, this fortnight* The pain in my 
nrtn, which yon are (b kind as to think of, tnrned 
out to be the rhenmatifm. I wasmncfa worfe after 
^ wrote to yon ; but, by the help of patience and 
warmth (without flannel, which I hate} I am now 
pretty well. 

I am furprized at your mentioning any delay oa 
0y fide : I hare answered erery one of your letters, 
by the next poft ; if you have not got them, there 
mnft be fome blunder at your poft office* You 
are extremely kiod, not to fland on form : you can 
never write oat of time; I may. Your letters al- 
ways give me pleafure ; mine cannot afford you any» 
jet are, at this time, a higher compliment, than 
when they were, perhaps, more entertaining. I 
bate writing, becaufe I know I cannot write : how« 
ever, I would not have you imagine, that I think 
this felf-mortificarion too high a price for your cor- 
refpondence ; lam only concerned, that I have not 
an equivalent return to make. But this be aflured 
of, that what I want in expreflion, is made up ia 
friend(hip and affeflion for you. Let my aftiona 
fupply the place of wwds, and proTc tne. 

ETer Your's. 

tin k^ P'^plictcfi, whofefateitwas never to be believed^ 
•"1 th«prrdiaion was verified by the event. 

7 fbml 
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LETTER CXrV, 

f RECEIVED ft letter from yon, pfeatftDgjfonr 
^ taoaiiacity of trrldng^ ia the fftme ftUe that Jere- 
my it fidd to exchtm againft wit In, Lo^e for Love 
winch it oiir <x>mcd7 aMb* : Sut yoo rnuft get feme- 
body elfe, indeed almoft any body elfe, to make 
your apology oil thai head, for yoo can't aToid be- 
imyiog yourfelf in your defence. Ai fhorr, my 
charming girl, yon can never hope to be excufed oa 
thi^ ftibjcft ; for nothing but your writing iH (hall 
make me forgive your ciegleft. 

I am forry for Mrs. — 's behaviour to yooy 
but am plejHed to fiad yon menttoa It as becomes^ 
you, more in concern, than picque^ which truly 
Aews in you more geoerofity- and virtue, than Ihe 
was ever capable of. There is, far her cenfures of 
yoUj^ a vaft air of the old maid ; and tho' poor Mr; 
■ ' ' ■ ', for his lins, haerid her of ttiat reproach^ 
yet the terrible appfeheniions fhe (bme time la- 
boured under of that forlorn ftate, havh (o foared 
her morals, that £be wants nothing— -but wit-— to^ 
be an excellent Btirift. Hie little meamiefTes, Ihe 
has been guilty of, in mentionitig your name, con- 
vince me of the truth of my remarks about her, la 
a late letter ; for her behaviour vealiy Ihews more 
picque for herfelf, than friendly concern for you» 
But— fare-her-wcB— -fur a • Pfeudo M^a ! 

Notwithftanding what you fay againft poor 
Fope, I am very well fatisned, he has faid many 
things of his own ; nay, many things are his ovft^ 
fho* they, perhaps, were faid before. 

I (hall, by the end of this week, have finlfhed the' 
earlieft and largeft fowing of any man in this coun- 
try. ^ Shty -three acres oFcom, exaftlyone third of 
v>y demefne, onplougbed when joa was here^ and 
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all Umedt at eighty barrfla to an acre. After fi> 
much labour and fatigue, I thiak I owe myfelf fome 
relaxation, and (hall tbea poft up to Dublin, Co fee 
what harveft yon are makiug there ^ which I (hall 
(hare with you, in order to provoke you to make 
reprifaU oo miac here next fujunier. I am» my 
dearefty 

Ever your*8 

HENRY. 
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LETTER CXV. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

A M In bafte to difpatch my little voluntier, ho^ 
fore the poft comes in, led your letter ihould not 
leave me room to fay any thing of my owa ; for 
your writings are geaerally fo replete with matter 
and fentimenty that it takes me up the full extent of 
4 letter merely to aofwer your*s i Co that there is 
hardly a thought, or exprejflion, I can truly call my 
own, except when-Ifubfcribe myfelf, ** Yourjover, 
^* and your friend^'** for that is a fentiment 
which proceeds fo naturally from my heart, that 
It would frequently occur^ whether you had wrote 
to me or no. 

I am. well aware, how far (hort thefe detached 
cflfays will appear of the papers of our regular cor- 
refpondence ; for thk remarkable reafon, that, as 
natural philofophers afBrin the Ilatn^ rp be original- 
ly in the Hone, the ha^nmer and chiflel only clear- 
ing off the rubbifli ; fo fpeculadve wits fay, that alt 
arts and fcieiKes are innate iu the mind ; and that 
an ingenious cyierift may deduce the moft abArufe 
theorems of mathematics, philofophy, or ethics^ 
from the anfwers of a rational refpondcnt, tho'evcr 
^ jlliterate. Our epiftolarjc eooverfe, 1 look upoo» 
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In thh Socr^ticgl light j infomnch that, if I fay 
any thing, which deferves to be taken notice of, I 
may rather be faid to have the happinefs to be in- 
fpircd, than to boaft the merit of wit. I have, 
fevcral times, fince we founded the Amourette, or 
Paraclete, lamented that at your poetical baptifm, 
you had not taken upon you Le Nom d'Amour of 
* Heloifej but, upon refleftion, I think it better 
became that perfon, who was lately ftiled fo, as flie 
indeed needed many things to fcarn ; but 

*^ You ftrike each point with native force of mind 
** While puzzled learning labours far behind ;" 

and are fitter to be yourfclf the preceptor, thanthe 
pupil. For my part, I ackiiowlcdge to have becus^ 
laught fcverai things by you; but the moft mate- 
rial, and what pleafes me nK)ft, is riiar you have 
brought me to fufpeft, that I never loved before. 
I have reafon to think now, that 1 formerly miftook 
a high fever, for that noble paflJoo; and, not be- 
ing fenfiblc of thofe hcan-burnings, and quick 
pulfes toward you, which I had formerly feft for 
another, I iogenuottfly cooleflred, that the iove« 
which makes luch a buAle in romances,, was quite 
extinfl: in n>e. However, tho' I , might have felt 
the pajftotiy I think I never did ihtfentinunt before^ 
for your charms 

** Infpire, not luft, but elegant defire ;'* 

and are the cxaft rcvcrfe of Sidley^s art, as they 
are capable of imparting " the chafleft wiflbes to 
" thetoofeft hearty** and, as Miltoo exprefleslt, 
in refining upon' fenfuat pleafure, can raife the. 

** "Wry fpirit of love, and amorous delight.". . 

AH my family have beea this forioight at Newtpwo^ 

^ ♦ This was the romantkb name that the petfen meiv 
tioned in the laft leicer had aflitaied. 
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amndmg my fitter's happy mioute, which » not 
jct arrived i aod I have paued my time here, after ^ 
maaoer I like beft, vhes I eant fpend it with you. 
I ri& at day-breal^ perform the % Ambarvalia» and 
divide the whole day-Ught between my piooghs and 
the plantiag of my trees $ never dine 'till nighty 
income iq hnf^ry,«old, and tired» (aagood fire» 
a mutton chop, a pint of wine, a pinch of muff, and 
a book. How cSfteo, and bow fiocerely, have I 
wifhed for yon, in this retirement i And ,what ao^ 
age it appears to me fince I faw you laft! Which 
makes me firfpeft that Mr. Locke's^ aflertion is not 
juft ; for, if 1 ime is mea&iTed but by the fuccdCoa 
of ideas, how can yoar ahfence appear tedious to* 
me, who haxe thought of nothing elfe »but you i 
There isiometbing, ^wevefa in thi$<}i4>arted flate«. 
whidi is not altogether uap1ea£mt ^ and (hews tl^ 
Infinite goodnefr of Provj<jence, and the happine& 
of a mind properly lurfieds ihat there are latisfac- 
tions and emoli^meaits, even in t)ie faisfortaaes aadf 
diftrefles of humaa tifei and that w^ may, » 
Young exprefles itj 

,¥ Elaborate an artlfioiai hi4)^neis£rom pakis»" 

And it is realty my opinion, upon a good deal 6f 
refledlibn^ that no perfon was ever paSkStd of fub^ 
Bme fcnfe or virtue, who was iocapabie of melan- 
choly pieafures. The prefence of thofe we love is 
like the noQ» ; thcar abfibocei, fflce the even c^ life ; 
which latter has, 1 believe, a good deal of that fort 
^pleafure I have jnft n^ntiooed. 
' J am^ as 1 told you once before in this tetter^ botb 
Your lover and par {rlends 

t See the cote on Letter XLVIL 
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LETTER CXVL 

FRANCES t« HENRY. 

]^^ T HI NG lets than the extreme picafurc I 
'^ received from your laft dear» elegant eptAle^ 
could pofTibly have roufed me from the lethargic 
ftupidity I have been lately immerfed in : ^* As after 
^' winds of raiBuig wtog, the fea, fubfiding flow^ 
" ietdes into a calm.'^ But, as I have alreadv 
faid, it was fucb a one, as I by no means can boaft 
of; for it was from palfion t>elBg exhauQed, not 
the power of reafon, this apathy arofe. But thy 
much loved, thy dear, kind, forming band, ^* to 
^* healthful meafure ba» reduced and tempered the 
** rage of pride, the felneis of revenge^ and all the 
** weak excefles of my heart.'* 

Oh ! what a charm has £attery, when it pro- 
ceeds from tboTe we truly love ! bow far beyond 
expreffion is the picafure 1 receive from vonr fayifig^ 
I JSLxa what I m4>ft wifti to be? (or, though I aa 
not vain e^iough to fancy I have the lead pretence 
to thofe pralfes you lavifli oa me, yet« as every 
eye creates its own charmer, your Und partiality 
may, perhaps, fee my little merit in {ucb an ad<- 
urantageous light, as may render me phafi^g to the 
iingle perfon, whojfe approbatioq is of more CQ&- 
fequence to me, than that of the united world. 

With regard to myfelf, I miitl difier from the 
ppinion you advance, that *< the ftatue is origioally 
*^ in the ftonej" for I am thorouAUj coatbiouap 
that I am mowe indebted lo jou toi any amiable 
quality, which I may poiTeb, than to iuitare» 
Perhapi the £rA fparka were formed by nature^ 
but they lay as dead as fire in Am, whkh can onl^ 
be extracted by fteel.— What you have made, 
;iccept of: I am indeed * creature of yoor own 
forming, and therefore all your own.—But, oh I 
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my deareft Harry, remember that, as you hzrre 
raifed the feafatioos of my mind to know the higheft 
happinefs the human heart cao fed, y*u have alfa 
rendered me capable of. foch pains, as would 
*• make hell fuperfluous," 

That you do love me, I verily believe ; and the 
fond hope, that you will ever do fo, is all the 
hold I have of happinefs* The charming change* 
you fpeak of in your fentiments, has tranfported 
me almoft beyond my fenfes. To have yon love 
me with tendernefs and delicacy, all grofs defires 
for ever banifhed from your heart, is joy un- 
fpeakable.— -Now, and now only, 1 begin to live, 
and you to love. * 

How earneftly, how pafSonately, do I langnifb 
to be a partner in the rational delight yon mention I 
to have the cH^ence of wifdom, learning, eloquence, 
and truth, from thy harmonious tongue, 'till, 
raifed by gratitude and rapture, I catch my kind 
inftruftor in my arms, and teach him even what it 

is to love! Oh! Harry, why has not fortune 

placed me in a fphcre to indulge my firft, my lalV, 
my onJy wifh, of being always and for ever your's ? 
From the extremity or joy, my heart ts plunged ia 
the fevcrcft grief, when I refleft that a few, ♦ a 
very few months will divide us, perhaps for ever ! 
oh ! I cannot bear the thought.— •You will forget 

me then no more remember that you once did 

love me, or that I ever did, and ever (hall love 

you. My heart is torn in pieces with this 

thought, rjl not indulge it. 
* As I am always plea^d at your being engaged 
in any pnrfuit that can be either ufeful or delight- 
ful to you, I am charmed with your paffion for 
Planting. I think it is Addifon, who fays, *^ There 

f *i ^f^ ^^ ^^^,^ S®'"S f<^ England with her aont, to 

M it 
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*' is romething troly magnificent in this kind of 
^' amufement; it gives a noble air to feveral parts 
'* of nature; it fills the earth with a variety of 
** beautiful fcenes, and has fomethin^ in it like 
** creation ; for this reafon, the pleaAire of one 
** who plants^ is like that of a poet, who is more 
** delighted with his own produftioas than any 
*' other writer or artift whatfocver."* 

I hope you'll pardon my quofatio'n, as it is only 
meant to prove, that the whole Audy of my life 
(**• true as the needle to the pole") tends to you 
only 5 for I am well aifured this paflage would have 
paffed *• unmarked, by my unheeding eye/' had 
you not been engaged in this noble avocation.-— 
In (hort, I never take up a book but with a defiga 
of rendering myfelf more worthy of your perfonal 
or epiftolary converfe. - 1 am well convinced, that 
not all the authors I can ever read, will prevent my 
falling (hort of that ne plus ultra. It is from yon, 
and you alone, my dear preceptor, I muft receive 
both infpiration and expreffion. 

<* From lips like your's^ what precepts fail to move ? 
'* Too foon they taught me 'twas no (in to love.*' 

. I wiU ,with great pleafure adopt the name of 
KeloiCe, provided you reafllime chat of Abelard; 
(he who lately had it might have a more intelligeac 
mind, but not one fit well calcolated to be your 
pupil, as I am; fpr ihe wanted both love and 
refpef^ for her tutor. 

I have ihought every day iocreafed in length* 
iince you talked of coming to town ; had I nothing 
tp hope or fear» it is highly probabfe, I (honld 
have diftovered every day is (horter, than the day 
l?efore ; but, the nearer we approach to the fiimmit 
of our wiflies, the intervening fpace grows more 
tedious, by recoUe^xon of (he paft fatigue. 

• Adieu ! 

FRANCES* 



A 
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F I had DO other of the mwy. re^oos I have np 
writ« to you, this oae would be fufficiear^ tba« 
] obferve, o>y letters have a good ttkQ: upoo your 
fpirits; which gives note greater pleaCiire, audi 
pride, than woukl the applauie of the worid, 
were I fufe of gainiog it» by priotiag them. 

The quotarioQ, you £bat me ou Plaotiagy is ia^ 
deed from Addifoa, iu one of his Spe£btors ; for 
who can be in doubt, upoa any pal]&ge wrote bjr 
him ? what an iafinite dif&rence there is between 
his papers^ and any of the reO;, bouod u^ with 
them ! what a uobleacfs of fentioieut* JoAueis q& 
thought, perfpicyity of flile, elegance of exprei&ont. 
and propriety of language there is in all his writ** 
i^gs J they fay, prudent ceconomiiU (bould lay by 
^XBethlr^ always out of their annual income, to 
avail themfeives of, upoft any natural or accidental 
^ergency. So I have marked feveral of Addifon*a 
papers, to be referred to, on any extraordinary, 
diurefs, or misfortttee of life ; againd pain, licfe* 
aefs, old age, poverty, the hour of death, and the 
4ay of jadgHteae* In (hort, meet man is not aUe 
Id foppori iris ijpirit,. mider aay of tbcfc preflhre^;. 
and the writings of feveral enineiit tn^n are admr* 
sabk .ccfi)ucces ta ftrcngthcn phii^pby, for the 
prefent, and enliven hope, for the finure % aad » 
QdUfKoo of pieos, frtot ievoral authors, in this 
ftile^ which nay aet innpiopcrly be intltled, ** The 
^ cordial ^ adecrfity," wonld i>e a very olefuk 
work oa auuy occafions in Kfe. 
' I am carrj^g Qst-imf filaatatfloaa lekh as nucb 
Aligence, hut oot with the fiune fpirk, as^l>efore : 
I was then in hopes of fieeiog you here, and now f 
aknoft defpair of that pkafure ;. the genius of the 

place 
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H^^^^ fot'Whait infiplration can I expeft 

from ^bidebound Hainadrjtads, wbeo the Diana of 
the woods is gone. 

!foar not, ny deareft girl, that either diftance 
of 4iiacc» or time, Ihall eser 4iuke me40rgct -!• 
love you; for it was ever m; greateft pleafure, 
and (hall b&tiVweys myhigfaeft pride, to acknow* 
ledgp p»y(elf yjCHir lovQTf and iporfciead. 

ABELAKD* 

A lettiet is mUSog here. 
X E T T E R 'CXVin. 

iDear«ft >$'^if Hr» * 

1 RECEIVED a^Iaw-fpinted letter from yoB 
* laft poftj-^hfai I traa forij for, and furprized ati 
for I fhiftk it is a condefcenuon beneath your pride» 
ud giving a trimpph to a bafe enemy, whofe 
odLlice would be impotent, if you would exert th^ 
fpirit you have, with any other perfon*s temper. 

8dt of ' Aefe mfatters more at meeting. 1 (hall 

ontyiafar an obferration Ih^ve often made,' whicU 
dsis fot^eft mates occur to me now, that a maa 
muft be qualified by nature for every thing, th? 
greate(^9 and even the mod infignificant. Without 
this natural endowment, power will turn to ty- 
ranny, learning to pedantry; nay, (hould a maa 
even pretend to dreis, without a geniusj be cac^ 
bm accpmplifh himfelf a fop. 

There is fomething infolent in that felIow*s man- 
ners, which plainly proves he was never dcfigaed 
for government* When a perfon of fuch meaa 
original, and worthlefs qualities, rifes to any rule^ 
or pt7wer, he may be compared, in a witty phraf<^ 

'of 
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of Doflpr South's, to a fcumi at once *^^ oaicft 

and the' uppermoft part. 

Every happinefs on this earth attend 

My deareft girl ! 



I 



LETTER CXIX, 

HOPE my having been extremely harrafled 

with bniiners, for this week paft, will appear a 
fufEcient excufe to dear Harry, for my not writing 
IsiA pod. I own the reproof in your's of the %ifl 
both jaft and gentle ; but I think nature is in fault, 
not I : for I would not let the prefent vexation, or 
any other, chagrine me, if I^ could hfilp it ; 
but I will have done with the fubjeA, left I flioold 
again demonftrate, that it is in the power of trifles 
Co make me uneafy. 

Your letters can indeed lower, or raife my 
^irits, as you pleafe : for I confider myfelf but as 
an inftrumenty in the hands of a Ikilful mufician» 
xvho can ^< found me from my loweft note, to the 
•* top of my compafs/' 

I think your fydem of preparation againft the 

Dumberle{s difagreeable occurrences of life, a very 

good one ; but then, believe me, it will only avail 

jou in the ordinary accidents, which are common 

to all men. For where a mind, like your*s, meets 

with any uncommon misfortune, it is not turning 

to authors, that we know wrote well, will afford 

us confolation. Such an underftandiog as your's 

inuft fuggeft to itfelf, whatever has been faid on » 

parallel occafion. But alas! how incapable is 

^iidom of alleviating thofe diflrcITes which affcd 

tfic heart I Mr. Addifon has faid, '* there is no 

•* 0^°^?^^^^^^ for unhappy love: a fine under- 

«< ufi* °S» and an elegant tafte, add ftrength to 

^ *«c paffion, whUe that, of all others, moft 

*^ enervates 
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** enervates them."— ^-For my own part, I know 
not where to apfdy myfelf for ootrrage, or con- 
(laocy, to fupport what I thinic infinitely more 
terrible than death. . If your ftndy, or philofophy* 
has found out a method of parting from all Vfc 
love, without a pang, it. will be but charity to let 
me know it; and tho' it may not, perhaps, work 
fo perfeQ a cure on me as you; if it does but 
alleviate any part of the pain,' it will be of infinite 
fervice to me. The parting of the foul'and body, 
tho' a circumftance that w^ are from our infancy 
inured to think of, has ihook the courage of the 
greateft men— r— How much more dreadfol is it to 
be for ever feparated from what we value much 
above ourfehes?'' — but^ fince it mud be, I will 
endeavour to funimbn all my fortitude, and learn 
f^om yoa, to bear it as I ought; for, ♦ •' in fight 
*' of fuch a pattern, to perfift, ill fuits a perioa 

" honoured withj thy love." ^The only return 

I can make to the kind aflbrance you give me. Is 
to make you the fame promlfe ; which^ 1 believe^ 
you will not doubt ; for, 

*^ Of all afflictions taught a lover yet, 
** 'Tis fure the bar deft fcience to forget.'' 

Adieu, my dear Abelard, may you remember 
me, while the remembrance is grateful ; and^ when 
it ceafes to be fo, forget 

Your 

ELOiSE^ 

• Yd u n c *8 Revenge. 



Hefe a letter k mitffiog. 

LETTER Q:PS^ 

* 

My dcarcft Harkv, 

OU R jourAey is fo^d, smd I ai» 4iftr4£ipdi I 
koow the jprudeoce of «he fcheo^e'ia eveiy 
point, aiu} yet &otbii% but peceffity (bould make 
tne (Ur. I loag to iee 70U9 and yet v4(h it not; 
for, tho' I were to Hefi you every day ^ad bour^ I 
&all never be aUe to forgcft, but for a iiiifmte» 
that I moft leave Ireland |a M^/wUb a moral 
certain^ of never feeing it again. Had not for« 
tune, as it were, rooted yoni 10 a j^ecnliar fyot^ 
what I now loo)c ujKrq As tba iftv(Mreft kind of 
banishment, could give mp b¥^ littk pain* ior we 
. are all citizens of the world* '<■■ . As to my k>fs, 
you will not, qannot W it; for, ia reaU^it is 
iK>ne ^ and it is as much iin{>o0ible that you cat 
ever want a more charming^ ^greeabk friend, as 

that you can ever find a finceiey > ■ ■ Soon, very 

foon, you will forget me ; while I, alas ! << a 
^* helplefs ftranger in a foreign land," (ball neither 
wi(h, nor hope for conlblation; for where, or 
how, or from whom (hould I receive it ? 

All that remains, after our laft adieu, is to con- 
fider yen as an inhabitant of another world, and 
myfelf in a local purgatory i where having proved 
my faith and conftancy, we (hall be re-uniied, 
again fhall meet, to part no more ; ■ tho* there 
can be no certainty that we (hall kqow one another 
in a future (late, l think it is extremely confiftent 
with human reafon, to fnppofe we (lull; for I 
think it is arraigning the wifdom of the Almighty, 
to imagine that he (hould form us with pafBoos, 
and attractions for each other, (which more fre- 
quently produce mifery, than bappinefs, in this 

life) 
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■fife) and let thofe ftrongeft, nobleft faculties of 
the foiil perifli with the body in the grave. No— 

-It cannot be ; they were ordained to anfwcr higher 
ends, to mdke the everlading happinefs of his 
creatures, and will exifl to all eternity. Befides, 
we are taught to believe, that we muft render an 

-account of our paft lives. Sure, ** Love is the 

•*' informing, afttve fire, that.kindles up the mafs;" 

.and is it not the highefl abfurdJty to fuppofe, that, 
"when in a.ftate of perfecSlion, we (hill remember 

the cfFefts, birt forget the caufe? 1 would not 

lofe this hope, for any certainty the world could 
give me. -Oh ! my beft-loved, my ever dear, 
and charming friend, part when we will, we have 
an eternity^ to fpend together ! and, tho' I do not 

•flajtter myfelf with holding the firft, or highell 
place in your regard, I dare'boaft of as fincere, as 
tender, and as conflant an affeAion for you, as 
ever ** faithful woman felt, or falfe oae feigned;" 
and there, wherft all tfhe mifts of error ihall be 
cleared away, <« our forms Iranfparent, naked 
<« every thogght," a paffion, fuch as mine, muft 
have fome claim. 

As to what you mention with regard to form, 
give me leave to afliire you, in the mod folemn 
manner, that, were your^s equal to your utmofl 
•wifti, it (hould not make any alteration in mincy 
•without altering my condkidn alfo: in the mean 
time, I love you much too well, ,(were it in my 

.power) to buy my happinefs at the price of your's ; 

and whaiever idea you may have formed of my 

Sentiments for you, ' I fwear by that all-feeing 

power, who knows my inmoft thoughts, that 

•fortune never had the fmalleft fliare in ray un- 

changeablenfFeftion for you ; and, could you feat 

me on a throne this moment, it might add to my 

gratitude, but could not fo my love. The fole 

concern, I have ever had about your fortune, with 

Vol, I, 1 it^^Kx^ 



1 
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regard to myfelfy was, that it not btiag ;as e^ as 
you could wifli, might perhaps engage you to ento: 
•iDtoafiruatioo, which mud render my aiFeAioQ 
for you criminal. This, 1. own, has often filled 
my heart with forrow, and my eyes with tears; 
.«8 the conftant rcfult of this thought was a fixed 
Tcfblntion soetcr to<fee you more. But, when I 
4)av&confid€red itwould be for your happinefs, I 

(qnickty^found, I could pve up my own. ^AIl 

reflefifcxis of this ^kind are now over, and, fince 
the long^feared, hiatal ieparation muft arrive, I 
think I. could, without betraying any weaknefs, 
hear you were married to a deferving woman» with 
t good fortune. For, fmce it is.not in my power 
to. make you happy, all that rismains, is, with fio- 
cerity and truth, to^wifli you fo. 

I long impatiently to lee you, yet would, l^ 
BO means, have you come, 'till it fuits. your own 
convenience. I -have ten thou(and things to fay to 
you; ** for Ixrould find' out things to talk to thee 
*^ for ever ; we ought to fummoa all the. fpiric of 
** foft .paffion up, to cfaear our hearts, thus la- 
•* bouring with thcl -pangs of parting." 

Pray let me ^ow» in your^npxt, when you really 
think of coming to town ? I look on every minu£<» 
that v^^ might, and do not fpend together, as an 
irreparable loiss for, oh ! they are butfew» com* 
pared to' the numberleis ;houi;s we.mufl pafr 
.i9f9nden 

Adieu, my deareft Harry! forgive my weafc- 
•nefs, as it is.you.wbo.cauie it; and reft aflured, 
that no time, or chance, IhaU evcx xhange the; 
; walterabk a;lfe£tioa of 

Youf 

JEXOISJE. 
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LETTER CXXL 
^y dc»r Tannt, , Waierfora. 

TJ AM come hither in qtieft of ^vote atrd intereftt 
-■ bat rcttirn to-morrow. Wcdtiefday next I fot 
^out from Maidenhall^ and Friday from' Belmont, 
for Dttblia. i (hall pafs round thro' the couAty 
of WkkloWy fb what day I ihall be- in r^iwni I cas 
-better let yon know fromfome ftage oo'the road. 

I can hardly exprefa what an impatience I htve 

to retBm to the country, tho* I have been bnt two 

<hry8 from it, xtjxm biiiine(s too which 1 like, the 

fefTiHg^of a friend, and m a; Ttry agreeable town* 

too. In (hort» rfind that alt the fplrit of am- 

irition and aAire lifers quite extinguiflied in me ^ 

and fuppfatoted bj the tranquil pleafures and fpe« 

cnlative leifure ot rural retirement ; heedlefs how 

little my featlments or a^Hons, fhine forth before 

the boty world, fo yoo and I approve. In this 

|>hilofpphick heroifm, I think I exceed Cinctnnatus^ 

and fome other of the gallant perfonages of an* 

tiquity ; they indeed returoed to the plough, «bi}t 

I would not leffve^t. This turn of mind, which 

I have had for fome time, has daggered my faith, 

^th regard to the change occaiiooed in (he nature 

of things, on account of original fm t particularly^ 

that tillage and agriculture became then necefTarf 

to obtain the fruits of the earth, which ufed to 

tgrow fponraneoufly before. Now I am fufficiently 

'•orthodox in found doSrine, tho* I have not a 

leprofy of faith tfbout me; and, if this moral 

exercife, both of body and mind, was meanr as a 

curfe, bow comes it to be attended with fo much 

rational and philofophick ple^fnce? If the mind 

of man was changed, at the fame time, fo as to 

accommodate itfelf to this employment, what is 

become (^ the ctuCe^ there is fudtapataral fenfe 

I 2 of 
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<of thefe pleafures implanted ia our fouls, that we 
are flruck with them* at firft fight, we know not 
how; we feel a vague kiad of admiratioa, we 
-kiiow not why ; and are fenfible of a certain ear- 
neftaefs of aSedion, we know not for what ; not 
unlike the firft longings of a maidr How high 
then mud this natural pleafure be, when it becomes 
A rational one alfo! when we are able to contem- 
plate the beauties x>f the creation in a philofophick 
light, to explore the admirable contrivance of Pro- 
iridence, and inveitigate the hidden caufes of all 
natural effefls l « B ut I am going too far, and 
iietaining myfelf from the enjaymentiof a pleafure, 
in the contenxplation of it.; io (ball take mj leave 
of it, and you, in order to prepare jnyfelf more 
fpeedily for the charming poITeflion of both; which* 
it I could enjoy together, would form the bighelt 
i^tisfaAion I am at prefent capable pf. 

Adieu I 

My ELOI6E. 



Here a letter is miiling. 
LETTER. GXXJL 
lAy dear £lo<is^, 

T THINK you have hit upon two misfortunea 
-* in life which, perhaps, philofophy may not he 
«qual to ; .either a difappointmenr in our loves, or 
the intire fepararion from ^he perfon beloved. But 
either of theie did not occur to me at the time I 
wrote that philofophick Jetter : becaufe I have not 
the leaft apprehenfion of the firil, as I am well 
coQvinced of y&ur conitancy and truth; and (hall I 
think we are for ever parted, becaufe " rough 
*' fcas divide us, and whole oceans roll?'* No, 
«y beftloved, lihould think the wJiolc fouthera 

o^eaa 
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ocean but an Hellefpont between you and me» 
Believe me, that neither my attachment here, or 
your engagement there, (hall feparate us, for any 
confiderable time; periiaps, not much longer than 

our feparate vocations do already of which We 

will talk more at leifurc foon. 

Another letter of your*s is juft come in, where 
you pay me a high compliment, that you would be 
pleafed to have my letters made pubijck. You ac- 
knowledge feme vanity in this, and you'll find, 
upon recol}c(5^it)n, that it was owing to the fame, 
not a different tiua of min4> Alexander's quarrel 
with Arlftotle. In the defirc you exprefs of making, 
my writings publick, there i* indeed a great deal 
of publick fpirit, and a very jjuftifiable vanity; but 
neither in the fenfe you mean them ; for, if ever I 
appear in print, it (hall be humbly attending on^ 
you, where I (hall only appear like a Dutch coqa- 
ment upon a clafCck; ferve to explain the fenfe, 
incapable to exprefs ifre fpirit. i own, I have 
often' thought of fome fuch joint-work of our's^ 
which (hould bear the name of the Monument : 
fee the laft Speflator of the 7th volume ; but our 
monument (liould be di(lingui(hed by the title of. 
The Paraclete. 

You have no reafoct to be jealous of my attach- 
ment, to rural ^/if/7/5^r^i; It is the cotnuy buftnefs^ 
which has detained me from you; and, perhaps, 
the greate(t faiisfaftion I have in it, is, that it 
may foon the better efiable me to fee you often* 
and for a longer time. The pleafures alone, tho' 
they were as high as the mo({ pafloral poet ever 
feigned them, could not wilhold me a moment 
from you, whom I (hall always confider as my 
charming Rus in Urbe ; in whom is joined all the 
fveetnefs, innocence, and trnth of a country life,, 
with the highed refinements, of a courts 

I J y2«S 
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Your argmneot, about our koovAedge of eadi 
ether in a future ftate, has {bmething ia it not 
aoly very pretty, bur of ratioual philofbphy, aod 
ibouddmaity; and I will reft my faith upon it, 
af that charmiog hope gives me ao higher relink of 
die world to come, than aoy thing elfe, which I 
have now a. nottoQ of. 

Adieu I my deareft Fanny ! 

four's here and' hereafter. 
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My dear Fanny, Maidenhall. 

1 F you obfcrve^ I generally accoft you by the 
ftiic above-mentioned, becaufe it is -the firftr 
that occurs to mc» The Noms d'Aroour of Eloife 
or * Ethellnda, may be more accordibg to the 
rules of gallao try; but as in the latter titles yoa 
zit confidered as a perfonated charailer, and iui 
the former a real one, I chqfe to addrefs yoo in^ 
the familiar phrafe, as I well know, you have 
more charms in reality, than it is in the power of 
fi<f)ion to give you. In (hort, my dear girl, ac- 
cording to an elegant defirription in (bme of the 
cla/Gcks, loathe novel yoa arc jformpji, but in youf- 
ftlf J i^a forma. The makii^ vie of Latin len- 
tcnces to you may, perhaps, appear a little pf« 
dantick, but tbcre is, indted> iu your under* 
landing, fo little of e^minacy» ' that I frequently 
confider yoU) not only as a man^ but a man of 
letters too ; and I remember, I once threatened, 
, that, if at any time youtbould (ay or do any thiim 
rude to me, I believed, I ihould be bra^rc enough^ 
to draw my fword on you* 

* This wat bcr^NovcLappellatlon.. 

9om» 
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Some elegant author fays» that, iQ waiting fqt 
bis miftrers, all the reftiof life it bat attending tiir 
Ihe comes; fo I confefs fincerely to yon, that, itt 
your abfence, I have no enjoyment of myfelf, but 
in this diftant intercourfti between us : for, wheO' 
1 am at leifure to retire within myfelf, yon are tht 
only objeA placed tber^ which I find any pleaforc 
K) converfe with^ 

I have obferved; finee the inter- regnnm of our 
loves, ^ a> certain good breeding in my manners', 
and complacency of addrefd^ towards you, which I 
am extremely pleafed with'; which (bcwa tbe dif« 
fcrence becween a triumph over otrr perfons, and 
a cooqocQ' over our minds. In a word, the re-* 
dintegration of Our affeSions, like a mutual tri- 
vmph, is to be coniidered more as an alliance^ 
than a conqueft ; and, for my* own pairt^ I confefs 
that th€ regaining of yon^ regard afideAeemrj likor 
a conqueft over ooe^s own paflions, has' fach' w 
refignation to fcnfe and virtue, that it inspires me 
with a calm, humble prid^ very differeni from the 
exultation we feel upon ordinary triumphs. 

1 received' yooT letter^ but cOttld'not anfwer it 
lad poll; as my head, heart, and band were takedi 
iipii . to ferve a relation and friend. 

Adieu 4 

HENRY. 



LETTER CXXIV. ^ 

My dear Harry, 

T CONFESS that, like yod, I am fonder of 
-* this fimple appellation, than all the florid namei 
that ever graced romance; but, like your com* 
plaifance, this fondnefs bears but a late date : for 
I well remember a time, when I would have ex- 
changed the nK>ft advantageous propo&l of ftiar-^ 

I 4 liagSi 
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tiige, fdr a letter figned Orondates, Cyras, or anf 
other heroick name. I can now, with great plea- 
foret boaft a change ia my difpoiition, almoft to 3> 
^in& contradiAion of my former fentiments ; aol 
can aHiue you, that I think it^a very high triumph 
for a woman, under five and twenty, to have fur- 
mounted ail the romance which coul^ poflibly bs 
crammed into a little female foul. 
• HCirried as I am, and plagued with bofioefs- 
more than ever I was in my life, 1 pafs many hours 
in nient c nverfations with you ; and, when I /fare 
from my reveries, am furprized, and forry at not 

finding you * *• clofc by my fide." My being 

immerfed in buflnefs, as it confines me much at 
home, where 1 have no companion, makes all my 
thoughts turn upon you ; and I have frequently^ 
in readmg aloud, applied to you, for your opinioQ . 
of a fenttment : — Why are you not here to 
aofwer me ? 

I begin to grow jealous of yonr contemplative 
pleafureS) when I think my deareflr Harry may in^ 
dulge them, when I am far removed from a poffi*- 
^ility of any other ; yet he now prefers them to a 
perfonal converfe with me ^-^—^' Perhaps I am too- 
** fond !" but let the fliort time limited for my 
earthly happiuefs plaad^ my. excufe. 

I-amvaftly indebted to you. for 3K>ur elegant 
compliment, though I am thoroughly confcious,. I 
byno means dcferve it; Fam pleafedwith that, or- 
any thing elfe, which gives my dear Harry an op- 
portunity of (hewing his wit and politenefs. Nor 
that I want fre(h proofs to convince me, that, bad 
he a proper obj^ft to infpire him, his writings 
fDight well vie with any, the greateft mafters in 
:the art of pleafing. For my own part, I fotemnly 
tlcclare' that the addreffes of the greateft monarch 

•■ Alluding to a^fong which Henry uftd to (ing. 

OXI5 
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CTD earth c^uJd fiot) to my vanity,, afford fo high a* 
triumpb)^sthoj'eeIeg^|,^aifes which your dear 
charming letters abound with. There is in my 
temper fomething that arifes, either from bene- 
volence to the world, or. felfifli vanity; (I can't 
tell which), that, in con trad idlion to Alexander's 
opinion, and your*s, makes me wi(K to communt^ 
oate the pUafarcI re.qeive frotn your writings to* 
the world ;, for I look upon it as a high degree of' 
avarice, to monopolize fuch an 'invahiabie treafdre. 

Tbo'I am traofported* at th% thought of your 
eonfidering me as a male friend,, yet 1 £nd fome- 
thing vafily tremendous in it. . Tlk great difparity ' 
in our uadorftatidinga maynow be accounted for;, 
with fome (hew of reafon; It is the charter of our' 
fex, to befools; and the numberlels weakneflTesi 
which intitle us to your t regard and proteiflion, 
create • a . ppcuUar kind of afTediony which it i$' 
natural foF> us to feel for^creatures in our power* 
But Aouid we once difclaim that powirful weak* 
oefs,, which renders us alike objefts of love and'* 
pity, we are no longer intltled to that indulgence * 
aod partiality, which the w4feft of. us want, and 
the flmpled have a claim- to. Let me therefore' 
iRtreat my deareft Harry; to look on my FriendHiip' 
for him ns traly mafculijie; but let my under»- 
fiandiog (liU claim, all the privileges of the feminine - 
g«ndcr. 

I thipkwe have both great rcafon to triumph iii 

our late reconciliation; as you, in attempting to* 

regain my eAeem, paid the higheil compliment to* 

my afi««£tion for* you ; whUe I proved ' to demon* 

ftradouy that you had merits fufficient tofurmount 

my pride, and your own failing^. — May we long: 

continue to receive plea fure from the recolleftion • 

of our pad uneafineffes, and to look on that,:asihe 

happieft^ra of our. lives, that reflored us to each 

Olhcr# 

I. 5J - I heartily/ 
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I beartihf wiih your friend foccefs, is you are^ 
tbtereftedror bim( hat I (htn be very apt to h^rte* 
hhn bravely^ if be (hoald be z^kttlk occafioa of 

yourmlffiog-A poft* 

I am, my dear Hafryv 

coouantly and fiocetely yoar*s. 
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My.dearFAM^riY, 

I HAVE fpent fome day» at - , which is 

efleemed a fine feat. Nature indeed has beea-. 
generous to it, but the lord ol the foil haatortarecjH 
her aioft iDhtmanly : He has fpnrrM^a free horfe- 
to deittht and ftie feems kngmflfkg ufider the oii^ 
fldlfirliiefs of her rider. It would be^^compKnietit 
CO ftile hint a maaof n^ fif/lei for one of a /alfk 
tafti is much worfe. This b a tafte without judge- 
ment, which one frequently meets ioftances of. To> 
Inch a perfon may be objeded, the cbaraAer wfatch- 
Petulant ^ves^ rf Witwou'd, ** That the fellow fei* 
^ a great many good things, which wanted only 
^ the circumftances of time and place to render 
^ ihem agreeable J^ Sochan^tmproTerasthiswoald- 
introduce the wildnefe of a wood into a parterre^ 

{rlanf a willow pendant o'er a fi(h-pond, and build' 
poviiton refembling a ruin. An architedl'of thia^ 
Ipervet&nefs would epe£^ an Italian palace in Scot« 
find ; nay, I have feen portico*>5 m Ireland built to 
the north, and Winter Summer- honfes in gardens,. 
With vci^ coovfortabie fire-places in them. I de- 
fired tfie^owncrs to ///? the dbors and windows. 

Now we are upon this fubjeft, ba?e you notbeed* 
treated with fpiced meats, 10 the dog-daya, and A* 
frefco dcferts at Chriftmas ? 

I remember a very pretty gentleman, he had 9^ 
good fortune, wa^ trf4: utrgai^ w«r« good doaths; 

and! 
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attd Mi fhft iUng c/iajtekt hk time : He did mr 
the fii^ur to iotltt me, aloog with a fet of rivnl and^ 
tdndriftg hdfes, to a chamber concert, many yeare 

3o» into Whiefa he itftrodoced'the martiat mxkftck 
trumpetr and kettle drains. 
There was a tame fool of fdrttttve, wlif6ilot long' 
iince lived ill thii coantry : He h^d fpent the car* 
ttivurai a friend's honfe, where he heard the com-^' 
f/iments 9/ thi- fgikjm ofiered t6 every* new gaed: 
He concluded, tfaarthBl Wfts the ceremony dFad^ 
dtefs, to all fMends that one would biake welcome \ 
anrd fome thtoe after, in the month of April, I am' 
flot fureit was the fifft; wHea a gentleman called to* 
fte hhri at htstiwu^lodgikyg, be wUhed hhn a nurry ' 
Cbti/lmat. NoW this maff had obfenration, bna 
Wftnted ' th^ fenlfe of' application ^ tho'not more than 
the perfons we have been jdft fpeaking ofi Dkef)^ 
f&ar letter^ -ta iiflnrit^ a&d ^dletf • - 
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©car Fanny, 

I WAS as bad lad nigbt as e^r j the rea(bn I did^ 
not appear fo the- ntght before, was, that I did^ 
not fleep long enough togivb my rheum ftrength' 
fufieienc to opprefs me. It is now near two, before 
I could fcfout';i and (hall have but juft time to 
reach Naas, perhaps not, before night } fo can't call 
on you to diiy, as I promlfed. 

1 thank you for your letter this mornlhg, and am 
alnooft furry I did not want your favour, for I have. 
a' plcafure in being obliged to you. But perhaps I 
fliall foooi and will then call on you. I beg yout 
will write me word, by Tucfday's port, whether 
you will fpced the frolick of coming down to the 

I 6 country . 
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«ouiitry; who the party is to be, and < what 0^- 

(lage ? 1 meao the fjace of meetings Doa't^ 

my dear Faa9y« hayeaoy doubts or qualms about: 
0)y defire to fee you^ becaufe I did not receive the 
propofal with traofport, at aaime wbeiv all my fav 
euUies were over-powered by di(brd£r, and want of 
rcft^-befides, you. fuFcly ought • to diftJaguifli be* 
tweea thceffefls of^plcafwe, and thofe of joy; the 
transports of the one your coynefs-has refufed me,- 
hjut the tranquillity of the other -your converfation^ . 
apon any terms, wUI always afibrd me* 

Confidcr too, if I did not prefs youto a fatigue^, 
and exp^nce, for this, and the other reafons above 
hntcd, i (hould-npt have been treatei with fuch. 
uokind fufpicion. 

. Whenever your; words- op a£ltons-can' bear two 
meaniogs, I always arreft the beft ; and whero 
they can admit but Qf pn^, and that not favourable^., 
I fet them tby, as not to be accounted for, 

1 beg to hear from you, — and tell. me of/ jour i 

healths 

I am, my deaceft Fanny, 

Your's, without doubt# 
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LETTER CXXVII: 
F R A N C E S to HE N-R Y, 

IRE C E rV ED your laft adieu , and am in- reality^ 
more obliged to you^. than I ftould have beea 
for a much kinder; for by convincing, me, you fell; 
»o coDcern for/ our feparatigm, you leiTened mine. 

extremely. r j r 

ITincercly>bopa that the frelhnefs and purity oj 
the country air will, in a. few days, rcflore you to 
perfect health J and I make not the lead doubt, but 
ks contemplative plcafurcsuwill quickly, recover you» 

ffirits. 



st^ ,:^zxKSakBx 



HENRY tfffrf FRANCES. r^ti 

l|rif Its- to tbat calm, nnifbrm, philofophick chear- 
ftilnefs, which th« ioterpofing impertinence of difi- 
greeable, or (at bed) iDfigid objedls may, for feme* 
^me pafV, have raffled* 

You complimeiat me extpcmely, when you fup- 
pofe me capable of diftioguifliing the efFefts of jdy 
from thofe of pleafure : I have been but little con- 
verfant with cither of them, therefore my ignorance 
is excufeable, flioutd I tell you, I always looked* 
upon them as twin fifters, and fo very like, that ir 
was difficult to know one from t-bther. I think. I 

too, they are the joint oflfepring of Love and Rea- 1 

fon, who, difputing to whom they ftlould pay moft- 
obediences quarrelled, and have never fihce. becQj 
•reconciled; 

Bat, to fpcak kia more natural way, Ilbok upon 
joy and plcafure to be fynonymous terms ; they arift j 
from one faculty, or afFeftion of the mind ; and jpy. 
le nolbiog more or lefe than the firft and flrongeft 
cuaotion, which breaks out^ on oar being really 
pleafcd* I will not pretend to fay, that my defini- 
tion is right; I have only given my opinion »- 

Bttc this!' know, that^ if I am not capable of ab? 
i\ra£\ing joy from plcafure^ I- can.^ at Icaft diflin- 
guifli pleafure from indifRrence :■ For thii 

xeafon you may juflly fuppofe the party at an end; 
from the moment it was mentioneds and' I here 
give you my word, itis the laft of the kind! (hall 
ever propofc with you. I hope you will pardon 
what is part, on the very-fineere promife of amend- 
ment. 

I am far from being d^fpleafed; at finding your 
prudence faperiorto mine: ft has indeed- been fo, 
thro' the whole courfe of our acquaihtance ; but, 
as I believe, there arc few people who have more 
<)ulcknefs and vivacity in their dlfpofitions, fo there 
is.no pcrfon breathing whofe fpirlts are more eafily 
diamped thaa mine s for want of refolution has hi- 
therto 
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theno beeo 107 greatcft iaalr« as well h misfortiw. 
*— --As I have beeaoftca led4>y pen^fflafion tonuof 
thiDg9^» contrary to mj iacliaatkmi ; while^ from 
want of refolatJOD, I ha?e left tlQdooe thdfe things 
which reafbn^ virttie« pradcaoe, asd prtd^ diAirted. 
I n both thefe cafes, I Gonfidcr myfelf as raj 
blameable ; by afiing in dlreft oppofitlon €0 tlielittle 
vnderftandlng that Providence has bleflbd me witb 
In this light, I» think- my^ fupportiag any kiod ct 
corrcfpottdcoce with you' an o^nce agiunft myielf, 
more ■npardo&ablc, tha»>aoy I ever yet had will or 
power to comivt, to the pr<^dice of any other 
creature. But, tho' this, like all other a£ls of foUy,r» 
carries its pantflmient in the commiffioo, I am de- 
termined not to leave it in yonr power, to make 
that an aC^ of neooffity, whidi I defign a facrifice; 
■ And as- I am not capable of aiSbrdfoig yoii- 
aoy kind of bappineft, wifhoot injuring myfeif, 1' 
think it is hig^ time to pat stn end to our* nrainat 
vneafinefs, and remain fatUfied wtih the pleafiog^ 
belief, that we (honld each do mn^b, to make the^ 
other happy. 

You know this refolutioi^' has taken ^ np m^ 
thoughts for fome time ; and^I folemdy declare, U 
mention it now from no other motive, but a defign 
of reducing it to pra6)ice» I have not one doubt 
with regard to your afie£lion for me : I do indeed' 
believe you love me; but I am^ertain that love can 
only be produ£live of mifery to me ; and as you 
are, and ever have been,- a thoufand times dearer to 
me, than myfeif, I can better bear a voluTitary po-^ 
Xiifhment,'than any inflifled by yon ; for there, the^ 
means would double the misfortune. 

I thank you for your kind conftruAion of my 
words and aftions; may they ever appear to 'you 'id* 
their native, genuine light i You will then think of 
me, «• as one that loved not wifely, but too well." 
I have not been out of doors fmce I faw you, nor 

well 
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wdf one momepr. . I h^d a violent retara of the 
choRcky abotrt rbf ee hours after yon left me ; I 
could not reftiOf bed, bnt walked about the roodi 
all night ; by this nieaiis I inci^afed my coid, and 
have now' got a very comfortable cough. 1 flatier 
myfelf> yoor'a has left you ; if fo, I (hall bear mine 
with great patience ; for, tho* I wifii we (hould both 
** utter the fame harmony,** I would not bjKve the 
fyffipathetick power extended to paia, or dMcord. 

I heartily wUh you the complimenta of the fea* 
fan, and a long and onioterrupfed (bcceffion of 
healthful and happy years% 

1 11m now, and ever (hall be. 
Your truly afiAionaie fiicnd and fervant, 

FRANCES: 
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Dear Fannt, 

T AM juft got home, for I was fb til on the roadf 
^ that I was not aUe to perform the journey in 
theufual time. What alarms me is, that I neither 
find myfelf better, or worfe ; which makes me ap- 
prehend, that the diforder is become part of my 
conftttution ; for, to borrow an allufion from mo- 
ral things, it has beenobferved that pcrfons of equal 
tempers have been always found, in love or friend - 
(hip, more remarkable for conflancy, than thofe 
who are fubjefl to heats and colds* 

Memorandum, This cold I got it the court 

of chancery ; and I fear it will laft, like a chancery 
fuit, for life ; tbo', to (hew you I am not fpleneticlc 
about the matter, let us talk of death and burial a 
little ; for ihofe who are moft afraid, care leaf! to 
fpt9ik of them. As to my death, I would chufe a 
luddcn oflei' contrary to a prayer in the liiar^\ for 

I hope 

3 
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I hope nothing from a death- bed repeiitance. 
By the tenor ota maoJs life he ought, in jullice, to 
be judged*. If I was to linger, I (hould chufe to be 
in pain; as the getting. eaCe might better reconcile 
me to the thoughts of death. 

As to my buriaI,Ido not Ukeany of the methods 
ufed by the antients, or moderns. The Egyptian 
mummyt which was in the higheft efteem, I diflike 
more than all; for I can't bear the thought 
of lyiag.a moment idle, either aliye or dead ; for 
which reafon I prefer burning the body to any 
other way, (not in the Aftefto (hrowd) becaufe^hc 

' parts difiipated in fmoke fall immediately, to earth- 
agatn» and become the firft food of plants, which^ 
immediately become the firft food of animals, fo 
that a man may have a refurredion of every part- 
of his body, in a fliort time after his death ; which, 
tho' he will not be confcious of, will furely. flatter 
his vanity, as well as the thoughts of fame, which 

- he is fuppofed to know as little of. But tho' I 
prefer burning, for thefe reafons, to any other me^ 
thod ufually pradifedj.yet, if 1 were to chufe for 
myfelf, I would raiher be devoured by^ beads ; ass 
by that means,,.! (hould more immediately become 
ptart of a living animal. ; and the beal^s I would 
name fliould be dogs, becaufe their inQiod comes 
the nearefl to human reafon, of any brute ; and the 
dogs I would pitch upon fhould be three, of three 
different kinds ; a maflifF, for its courage ; a hound9> 
for its lagacity ; and a fpanlel, for its fidelity. 

I have juft received a letter from you^ which' 
0iay not improperly be. taken notice of here, as the 
thoughts of death, iind parting from you, are equaU 
ly diftant from me. How could you write fo 

jeevifhiy, my little crofe pet h 1 am extremely 

concerned to hear you are ill, .and beg to koow 
how you are, by the return x)f the ppft. 
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LETTER CXXIX. 

FRANCES to HENRY. 

A Kind of fopcrfiltfon, which I have neither 
*^ power nor inclinacion to account for, impels 
me, in contradi<51ion to my reafon, to write to you. 
When I wrote laft^ I refolvcd to write no more ^ 
there is nothing in your Jetter that requires at>an« 
fwer, yet in a room full of company, where I have 
dined and fupped, (for it is now near twelve o'clock) 
I cannot reflft a fomething like infatuation^ that 
prompts D>e to teH you,' I am really concerned, and 
alarmed at the account yon give me of yourfeif^ 
with regard to your mind, asweH a? body. ** Doft 
*^ thou delight to make a conftant martyr of me i** 
There is (bmething fo extremely ill-natured In your 
endeavouring to O^k ooe whh the mention of your 
death, as I fhouki not eaflly forgive, did not my 
,fapcrior concern for your ill health and gloomy ha- 
bit of mind, abforb all other confiderations. ■ » 
That the thought of death is, and fhould be frc- 
.quent with all rational mortals, I aHow; but, had 
you.even common tendernefs for me, it is the lad 
fubjeft you would treat on. It is indeed the pnrly 
meIancho^y thought you have not rendered faqiiliar 
to me ; and it is a kiinl of difgrace to me, that I ata 
not more converfant with what I have fo oftein ex« 

perienced for dleathlapartttig, * . 

This day twelvemonth we were reconciled ; and 
now, with a heart and eyes overflowing with the 
lincereft tenderaefs, I bid adieu to my dear Harry,, 
and all tiiofe vain imagtoary- fehemes of happinisfi, 
which, my fond heart bad - formed for future 
days ! ■ ■ ; ■ • ' .' ' ^ 

. May every Jiappinefe in Itfe attend f<m V ifcHf 
you wiflx to give me cafe, tell me, as^ foon as It is iov 

JOUfi 
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your power, that yon are. wdl— I neither wiffi nor 
defire, thatyoafiiould take more notice of this than. 
my former letter ; excuie its folly and inconfiftence, 
and believe me. 

. Your faithful and afTeSionate 

. friend and fervant. 



•MMnJhta 



Y 



LETTER CXXX, 

My dear Fannt, 

OU firft banlih me your love, aod then feeiBi 
concerned at the apprehenr>on$ of my dearh* 
Leonora, in the Revenge, jnfl; after (he has flabbed 
herfelf, takes notice of fnah an tnconfiAency^as thts- 
in Alonzo. I (hall' fay no more on this head, for 
the fame reafon that, as yon fay, I took no noticeof 
.your fprmcr letter ;. which is, that I am refelved- 
never to mako replicatioa to any paragraph of yonr's,. 
which makes me uneafy j left the altercation (hoald 
grow to fuch a warmth, as is ioconfiftent with tbot^» 
which I fincerely hopev may always fub(»ft between us. 
Howe vets I took nodce of the wholrfubjeftxjf your: 
letter, I think, in the latter part of nune ; and i am« 
rejoiced to find you think the fame, way^ by faying^ 
in your laft, that^< death is partidg^" 

I thank you extremely for your concern, about* 
my health;. and. be a/Turedj my deareA Faosy, that' 
this Unequal to<aqy one rea&m I have to-be concern- 
ed aboi^t h myfelf. Upo» my honour, if I had 
tapprehendfid that letter would have given you any 
uneatinefs, I vfould not have wrot^ it ; for, tho' 
the nnkindne(s of your-s might have juftified fuch: 
a rcjply, yet it rendered me too low-fpirited tb be- 
mahdotti,. andy. in general^. th4l fubjefl h^^» and 
2[J"t whenever urged, give me a great deal of on^ 

OQgktf 
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Mght not ever le raiie my refemmeift. I fychc of 
death, as I hope, yoadid of parting, without a cer- 
raio or a ferious tboagbt about it ^ for, fiaoeNero*s 
days, a man may make his will without the danger 
of dying; I am, however^ a great deal better thaor 
I was at that time, tho* without ufing any fort of 
means, not even ^3 lauch as I did in towQ ; and I 
believe, if I coold flay witbt&for two days, I (hould 
be perfeAly well ; but, tho' I have no perfon at 
work tbefe holidays, I caa^t help frequently to 
haunt and revifit thefe dear fcenea, late rendered 
more dear ; wl>eFewe havefat^ walked, aad coa<* 
verfed together. 

I find my love of folkude ipcreafiug' every day ;. 
which inclination, befide the enjoyment of folitude 
kfelf, gives me a very flattering pleafare; for, ac« 
cording to a rational and refkied opinion Or fenti-^ 
meat €»f you r's, mentioned in a late comrerfatiop, 
we are not only to perfeA our (elves in vktue her^,. 
but alfo in a true tafle and relifh for the pleafiirer 
of the bleiTed, if we would reach the fublimtty ot 
thofe joys which we are taught to hope for* Now^ 
methinks my averfion from (bciet^, and frequfutr 
retiring, as U were, within myfelf, in a gre^t mea* 
lure, prepares me for the enjoyment of that intuitive- 
convecfe, which fpirUs or angels hold with eacb 
other» by intelleftual vi/ion ^ without the paltry^ 
flow, and imperfeft aid of founds ; of v^hich fpiri^ 
tual a£t, 1 think, thi; communmg with our'OW,Q* 
hearts, reftefliooi, or mental (bliloqqy^ have a ittf, 
£reat refemhlaaee» 

Other lovenslayi thiey would retire from all focie- 
ty for you.; but! would quit even folitude for youp 
converfe, as it i$ a nearer approach to thof^ »ple^« 
&res I hinted at above,- and in fome fort the et^jojRr- 
meat oE that heaven u^on earth ; Bat 
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** They fay, bad men would be unblefs-d m 

heaveD, 
•* What is my crkne, which makes me fo witb 

you r* 
Oh ! «' Why am I fcnt a baniih'dman to roam T*" 

Adieu my heart's dear Faoigr L I aia your's in. 
this world, aod the next. 

HENRY. 
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MydearFANMy> 

'til/ H E N we read a Speftator of Addifon's to^ 
^^ gethcr lately la Dublin, you may remember, 
1 cavilled at hts faymg the will was one of the fa- 
culties of iht ibul. When I came home, I looked 
into Locke's Eflay upon the Human Under flan ding, 
and finding him in the fame ftory, I began to refleft 
a little upon this head, and found, I had appre- 
hended that the will was fafd to be one of the^^- 
iial qualities of the foul ; but the word facultjt 
being a comprehenfive term, and fignifying a 
power, then whatever a foul has the power of doing 
is called one of its faculties, tho* not one of its 
cflentia! qualities ; fo that, in the general fenfe of 
the phrafe,. neither Addifon or Locke may be re- 
prehended; but a^ they both join willing^ which 
IS but a power, to ihinking^ which iis^ a property, I 
apprehend they are miflaken in their metaphyGcs, 
by ranking them under the iUm^ clafs. And it was 
this error, which, occurring ftrongly to me at ilie 
time I mentibn, made me haftily conclude, that if 
^ there was any miftake tn Addifon j it m'uft be rather 
in his words- th^n his ftnfe. 
. ^ I was well pleafed I had this occafion of looking 
MUlpMr- Locke's Eflay, (which is a. book I had 

Ofivet 



HENRY and FRANCES. 189 

never read but oace, when I was very young) be- 

cauTe, upon this fame fubjedV^ he has affirmed a. 

thing which has provoked me extremely ; and if he 

^as not been called to account for it before now, it 

Avbuid furprize me ; but, as I never met any thing 

written on this head, I ihall take the liberty of an- I 

liweringhimr 

In the firft chaptjsr of his fecood book he affirms, 
that the ioul does not always think ;. that thinking 
is not part of its e/Ience, but one of its operations, | 

i. e% faculty or power in the diffu/ive fenfe. This \ 

I deny ; for, if we can fuppofe a foul not to think ! 

for an inftant, we can fuppofe it not to think for a \ 

day, a month, a year, and fo for eternity : Which ! 

is contrary to the nature of a foul, therefore im- ' 

poffible : For wherein does a foul confift, if not in 
thought and reflection ? He compares thought to 
motion ; and fays^ A body, tho' it fometimes moves, 
-does not neceJOTarlly move. How imperfect is this 
itafooing! and how weak all illuftraiions of fpiri-. 
^al operations, by referring them to fenfible adis 1 
A body does not move of it&If, but either mediately 
or immediately by fome fpirits and is therefore 
43ependei^ on ipirit for its operations : But furely 
fpitit is independent on matter, and felf-fufficient la 
its own powers ; and, as the feveral qualities, pro* 
perUes, or faculties of the foul, are not really 
diftia£t, but only philofophically divided, to give 
us a better or more formal method of reafoning 
^bout them ; as it is the whole foul which thinks, 
refle£ls, reafons, &c. then, (hould any of thefe qua- 
lities or facidties ceafe tp. operate but for an inftant, 

v^hatihould ever call them to aSion agiiin ? ex- 

(^ept that AIniighty|.Pow!er, which fir A Cet them to 

work : and this would be equal to a new creation 

.of that, or any other fpirit ; and to be repeated as 

^ten as it began to think, reBedt, or reafon. 

jyjiich as the author of nature a£l$ always ^by.the 

rooft 
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mod fimfle laws, we are not co ftippofe, withoot 
ffronger reaftms, than weak meo^d mere bypothefis. 
Id (hort, if rfiinkidg. is notefTeDtial to a &ul, what 
are its efleotial qai^ties ? If 4t has ne eflentiai qaa« 
Ikiesy Chen iroifts not at a)f.. ixtenfton is^&n- 
tial to matter \ when matter ceafes td have exten- 
iioo, it'€e^c$<to<eiuft. 

Mr. Locke fjpeaks againft tbe four^ efleHtia! 
thought, to iQtrodude his reafoolog againft innate 
ideas ; bnt, as tdnate ideas are one of the pcoofe 
brought for the being of a God^ I 'mil never 
give them np, upon any realbning le& than <oQvic« 
tion. He (hews ns indeed how we «ay come by 
moft of the ideas we have, without any prevfous 
impreflion ; Imt this does hot prove we have no fuck 
previous impreflron; for the fame truth may be con* 
veyed lous by dtffi^nent way&. I grant him, that. tbe 
ideas of colours, andof all feniiMe objects, may be ac- 
4]Qired by experience ; bent if truth, beauty, harmony, 
or order, were not originally imprefled on our fouls, 
nothing in this world, nor even theobjeAs them- 
4elves, could excite our idea& of them. All tbe 
ideas we have In common witil brutes, I will allow 
we may acquis, as they do— but no farther. 

I am neither better or worfe of my cold ; nor 
Diort or lefs affeAionately and fincerely your^s^my 
dear Fanny — which I iball continue as l*og:as my 
innate ideas of truth, beaoty, harmony, and order 
fliall eiLift. 
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^^ H E pkafnre I received from my dear Harry's 

laft ietter, like the intuitive convcrle he men- 

^*^"^' ^« only be imagined, not expreffed. I care 

K«i; r®^ j»«oniiflent yen think me^ provided you 

•* Sorrow 
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•** 'Sorrow ae'er^ can touch my inioci» 
*^ Whiift yott are well, aod DOt ui^d/' 

'Yetf npt^ubflftodiag that: my every wor<} and 
lAAioQ prove} CTca agaioft my wiil, this Areorgth of 
my afie^HoB for you, I cannot htlp earoeftly deiir- 
viog tot^t %n €nd to the cootnwal anxiety) which 
4ny attachmwi doeSf and evor wilt produce; I 
4!til tbu»k, thai pftrtiag from what we love much 
dearer than^uf£?)vc9vis4far obre'dtiSftdArl than the 
ilaftfad adieo* 'twixt^foal aodhody^; for, in general, 
tbefoul is weary ofitBcoafinemctvr, and tired otit 
whb paki.; it lotig^ to mingle v4tty4t» kindred fpi- 
^ritSy to fatiflfy Vca boimdleis thirft of knowledge; to 
tT^jtgc tbro'.4ill theJiquidfiekkof air, to contemplate 
?the£k>»es>of tia own eflence, in the immediate 
;pretaice'af that Almighity ^ng from whom it 
fpr«ng. Berbape vk-ioogs to be again reilored to 
'the dear converft of.fbne cmxeh^loved and long-la* 
meaiCMi frkad. On the coBtraF7, a perfon in this 
wovldywfao- it fepacated from ihofe he has loved 
iloi^Y and wrUy hoare the worft kind of death, a 
Jiving ose ; and may ber«eftfidered ra the fame Aate, 
•as I (hould fnppofe «& fiDgelkk being, fif bantfhcd' 
tirom his Creator's^ prefence, compelled to take a 
'hama&fofm, and-Kveon earth, among the fdns of 
<mea* Hisireiauiing a ftnoogrldea of the happinefs, 
rbe bad once enjoyed, rouft double every dtftrefe ; 
and bis^deiire io be reftored to the conve/fe he was 
•deprived of mufi' reader aH other painful to him. 
. Let me now a&: you, if you fuppofe, tbat any 
•rational being would volnatarily rnfh into fuch a 
ifcene of miferyt as I hafie defcrHxfd ? Yet this muft 
be the end of all that love, that coaftancy and truth, 

I have prefervedinviotable to you painful re- 

'flefiioo ! this laft paragraph has funk my fpirits fo 
very low, that I mufl quit the fubjeft s — Oh! 

that my hearl caid4^fl»t it oat for ever i 

I think 
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I thiok it is Cowley lays, << A man mufl: eatirely 
^* be divefted of all affe^iom as well as pajfion^ be- 
^< fore be can enjoy the pleafures of folitude : For» 
^ if his miad be poflefled of either, he had better 
^ be in a fair than a wood; for onr paffions may, 
^ like petty thieves, pick our pockets in the midft 
^< of company ; but like robbers, they ufe to ftrip, 
<« bind, or murder us, when they catch us alone : 
<* This is but to retreat from men, and fall into the 
** hands of the devil/' I therefore congratulate 
you, and fliould endeavour to condole myfelf, did 
not your happinefs always appear of more moment 
Co me, than my own ; but as I have not fo entirely 
fubdued my paffions, as you feem to have done, I 
can only pretend to a/Ture you, from the fincerity 
of my heart, that i would prefer your company to 
that of any perfon, who does, or ever did exift ; I 
do not except any one of the firft, or laft Auguftan 
age. ■ And I may go farther, by affuring you, 

that, if I know my own heart, I would prefer you 
tc^all of them, and Uve in fliades, with chee, and 
]pve alone ; or, to ufe the wordc of the author I 
haveaU-eady quoted, 

^ With thee, for ever, lin woods could reft, &c/'— 

Your remembering any featiment of mine, affords 
the higheft triumph both to my love and vanity : 
For you, and you only, can raife either. I don't 
wonder at all that you fliould prefer communing 
with your own heart, to any other converfation this^ 
world can afford ; it furely muft be a kind of anti- 
cipation of thofeceleftial joys, we are to fuppofe the 
portion of the blefled ; as it muft continually fill 
your mind with the higheft fentiments of gratitude 
and rapture to the Divine Being, who has been 
gracioufly pleafed to bring you fo much nearer his 
infinite perfedlion, than your fellow-creatures. He 
has, indeed, my dcarcft Harry, blefled you with 

fuch 
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ffuch uncommon talents, as render it impoffible for 
•you to be negatively good; and 'mull cither make 
you an ornament or difgrace to that rank of beings 
you are placed in. 

J thank you heartily for your very elegant com- 
cpliment, but I am well convinced, both from reafon 
and experience, that you muft have lefsunderftand- 
ing, or I more, before you can poffibly prefer my 
company to your own. 

I received your efla^, and am exccflively angry 
that you have left me nothing to fay on the occafion; 
it is fo like convi^lon, which I hate, becaufe it d^ 
ftroys argument. How was it poilible for you to 
find words to demonftrate the undoubted trcrths, 
which you have proved^ For I look ypon this to 
be the moft difficult fpecies of writing. 

Now for myfeif, whichj by jufl: gradation, I men- 
tion iaft. I have been very ill with conilant cho- 
licks, ever fince you left town ; I grow worfe every 
day, and am at lad prevailed on to rakeanemetick; 
which dffagreeable operation I fhall fet jabout^ the 
moment I have Hnifbed this abominable fcrawl. I 
abfolutely don't know what I writ^ : My aunt has 
been talking to me ever fince I took up the'pen. I 
am really afhamed to let fuch a colledlion of blott^ 
blunders, and tautologies go put of my hands j.buty 
if I ever had any talent for writing, it is imircly 
worn out ; and I fet about it with as much reluc- 
tance as I do eatiog, when I have no appetite ; 
merely becaufe I know it is necelTary to my fup- 
porting life. 

You are not '* fent a bani(h*d man, to roam ;'* 
it is I, alas 1 who am the exile — I hope to hear, 
by to morrow's port, that you have quite got the 
better of your cold. I ftialllalways receive the 
utmoft pleafure from your letters ; but as you may 
eafily perceive I cannot write, I therefore hope yooi 
will excufe me. You would pity me, if 70U knew 

Vol. I. K . how 
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how I am plagued with convcrfation*— —— A3ieu, 
my dear Harry ! I am, as.ufual, joar'Cncerely affec- 
tionate 

Triend and fervaot. 
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MydearTANNy^ 

T A M hearfily concerned at the 1>ad account yon 
*'' givemeofyoar health; and mud intreat you 
will aft by me in that affair as I did by yon ; for 
when I found you were fondly alarmed at my dif- 
order, I nfed all the methods i could think of, to 
get myfelf well againfi the next^poft, that I might 
ingenuoofly give you an account ^f my recovery; 
which I partly feigned in my lad letter, to make 
you eafy — but I ihtfll make no obligations to Hygea 
for the cure, if lihe has neglefled your health to 
take care of mine. 

There 'is really (bmefbing unaccountable in the 
turn of mind, you feem to have been in, for Ibme 
time pad : you fay, you fear we fliall fome time or 
other part, therefore defire to do it now ; *^ fo rim 
*< into the danger, ^o avoid the apprebeolion." 
Such caprice as this 'Would make os banifli friends, 
children, and every bleiEng of life from our enjoy- 
menf, becaufe, perhaps, one day or other^e may 
be deprived of iihem. What reafonan the world 
have you'to apprehend any feparationja our loves-? 
I declare, upon my honour, that I am not m the 
leaftfenfible of any decay in my regard, affedion, 
aflidutty, love, or friendftip for -you; nor am I 
confcious of any engagement, fcheme, policy, or 
ambition, which (honld make it honourable, or 
honeft, even -to wi(h my attachment lefs to you. 
Surely the fond cxpollulation I make with you, at 

pipefeot. 
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prcfenty ought to convince you of the fiacerity and 
iagendoufaefs of this declaration ; for, if my fickle- 
nefsor caprice had given me other fen:iments to- 
ward you> what a vad and lucky relief would yoi>r 
prefent and late behaviour be to me I How readily 
fliould I then take you at your word, happy to have 
my inconAancy accounted for to the world, and 
juftified even by the perfon I was wilUqg to forfake! 
Indeed, my dearefl Fanny, if ever you mention this 
fubjefl: to me again^ there will be no way left of 
accounting for it, but fuppofing that you find fome- 
thing in your own heart, which may make you ap- 
prehend that my coiifftancy, love, and attachment 
may fome time or other be a reproach to you. 

There is another paflage in your lad letter, 
which I abfolutely interdi^ you for the future. 
How €an you be fo difingenuous, as to fay, you can- 
not write ! For no-body, who writes well, can be 
ignorant of it 5 nor can any-bodj ever write well, 
who does not ^hink they do. I declare, I never 
met with writings in any language more fenfible^ 
more delicate, or more corred!, than moA of your 
letters; and, if I do not, upon every occaflon, ex- 
prefs my juft fcnfe of ibem, it is becaufe I really 
think their merit is above my praiie ; and when- 
ever I do mention them, in the manner I do now, 
it is more for the vanity of (hewiog you my owa 
tafte, than to pay any compliment to your's. 

We have had the moft difingenuous weather I 
ever remember, fioce I came down to the country : 
It promifes and threatens by turns, but fulfils nei- 
ther; and keeps one in a ftate of uncertainty, both 
with regard to bufinefs or pleafure> which is very 
perplexing. I cannot undertake any bufinefs at 
home, nor can I amufe myfelf >yith going abroad. 
My corn is growing too rank, and my fheep are dy- 
ing of the red water. Write me a Lapland ode, 
jny dear Mufe, to invite over fume froft and fnow 

K 2 imrnc* 
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immediately, or we poar farmers Oiall be undone. 
I forget whether I told you before, that I hate fet 
the laft acre of BelmoDt fince I came dowD, which 
has made my mind very eafy, and thereftyre 1 am 
pleafed at mentioning it to you. 

I wi(h my deareft Fanny joy of every advantage 
of mine in life ! — ^Farewel, my charming gtrl, and 
believe, nay be certain, that I am tvfer your*s. 

HENRY. 
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'T' H E kind concern my dear Harry exprefled In 
* his laft letter for my health, would, I think, 
render me unpardonable, if I did not feel as much 
pJeafurein acquainting him with my rec6very, as, I 
flatter myfelf, he will receive from the account. I 
em indeed nmth better, thanks to iny rtgard for 
you ; for, were I not perfuaded that toy life Is cf 
moment to your happrnefs, how earneftly fhould I 
wifh to abandon it ! The love of Kfc, which is, I 
believe, implanted rn the heart of €very creature, 
renders death formidable to us while we are in per- 
feft health ; but ^hen the animal fpirits are weak- 
ened by pain, when we only live to mifery, our 
fentimenrs are wholly changed, and we wifti for 
death, as a relief from torment. 1 hink thfcn, if my 
every thought, hope, and wifh were not centered 
in you, how earneftly ftiould I have defired a deli* 
verancc from pain ! ^ut, perhaps I deceive myfelf; 
)>erhaps in contradidlion to what I have faid, the 
Voice of nature more powerful than even that of 
lovfe, made me wifli to live, — perhaps, my life is 

of no confequeiice ro you, " I will, however, 

*** endeavour to banifh, the cruel reafon, that Would 
" inform me ; anrd ptfeferve my illufion, that I may 
•• prefervc my lifc.'^ 

As 
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As my firA wi(h is to be beloved by yoa, my fe- 
coad is tp be approved i let ms then, my dear Harry, 
giving full force to your protefiations, account for 
what you gnjuftly call caprice. I own, I love yo^ 
enough to be guilty of the very fully you charge 
nie with ; imbUtering the prefent happinefs, by the 
fear of loftng it. But it is not from this motive that 
I have mentioned our parting. I know and feel 
that my aifefllon and friend ihip for you iocreafc 
daily 5 therefore cannot fofpeft that your's for me 
are lefTened ; but whenever I dare venture to a(k 
myfelf, what will be the end of our mutual attach- 
ment, I tremble at the reply my reafon makes, and 
almoft wifh we hated one another. For the prefent, 
my regard for you renders every pleafure in life in- 
fipid to me; and every accident indiiFerent, that 

has not fome relation to you ; my whole time 

and thoughts are devoted to.ybu ; and bufinefs, or 
pleafure, are alike bagful to n^e. For this indLi^'ti- 
rence to- the obje^Ss that furround me, I think my- 
felf amply rewaj^ded, by the plcaiiure I receive from 
your letters; and wifli for no other recompeiKe foir 
all a)y lave and tendernefs, but a continuatioQ of 
your's. But tell nie, my dearcft Ha.rry, what will 
all this end in ? The little circle of my acquaintance 
fpe4k of pay attachment to you with feeming pity, 
from a belief^ that you have none to me. The 
World, in general, treat me in the fevereft m.£^nner, 
on your account. Anfwer me now* ^^y heart's dear 
Harry, with truth and juitice, for reafon prompts 
the queftion, and honour will not dally longer, cait 
you indeed lay your hand on that dear bread, where 
Fanny's heart iohabiis, an4 tell .me you have love, 
honour, and coaftancy enough, to repay ^11 her paft^; 
prefent, and future fuiferings, by ieriouOy totjeftd'^ 
ing, whenever it is in your power, to make her you« 
wife ?— Confider well this point, for it is of tho 
higheft moment to us both y an<l on your iiixfwei 

K 3 intirely 
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intirely depends my continuing thofe pleafing idea^y 
which have hitherto fupported me, thro* the vari- 
ous fcenes of diftrefs, I have fuffered for you ; or^ 
by a proper refolution, erafing them, and you, for 
ever from my heart. Ler not a falfe delicacy for 
yourfclf, or an afPe£led tendernefs fbr me. prevent 
your fpeaUng your fentiments with that franknefs, 
V'hich, I think) I ever merited from you ; and be 
aflfurcd, your fpeaking candidly fliould it even ac- 
quaint me with the mofl unwelcome truths, wtlt 
raife you higher in my efteem, thaa your attempt- 
ing toamufe me with unmeaning expreffions of re- 
gard. 1 donotindeedfufped^, that you have hitherto 
(aid any thing to me, which you did" not think ; 
but, as the matter in qtieftion is of the niceft na- 
ture, i woold guard againfl every thing, which 
could poflibiy aggravate the misfortune lam taught 
tu apprehend. 

Your reproaching me with want of tendernefs 
I can readily forgive: Flrft, a3 my heart is armed 
fo ftrong with truth, that It repels the darts, nor 
fu^ers it to wound your image, which Ts lodged ia 
its inmoft receffes ; next, as my fo often men- 
tioning our parting, without having courage to 
affign the caufe, might well warrant your feeming 
fliffucion of my aflfeftion ; tho' I dare venture to 
affirm, you never yet injured mefo far, as in reality 
to doubt it. 

Let me now, my dear and beft beloved Harry,, 
conjure yon by all the love and tendernefs you ever 
▼owed tome, to reft aflured, that the words which 
I have wrote, on the melancholy fubjefl of our 
parting, have been fo many daggers to my heart ; 
and that no light fufpicion of your Jove, or idle ca- 
price of my own, has occafioned my reducing yoa 
to an explanation, which I would part with a limb 
to avoid ; for tha' I cannot, will not doubt your 
iove, I tremWo at the triaL ■ ■ No, my own 

hcarf 
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bearr hears witnefs to your truth, it is filled with 
yoa, and you alone ; why then (hould I not, io* 
eoDtradiAion to the world, beliere this faithful 
evidence ? A las ! I fear it is too much your 

friend ! 

Deliver me, I in treat you^ my heart's dear Harry, 
from the painful fituadon 1 am in : Raife me, at 
ence, to a higher fenfc of happinefs, than I have 
yet known, or plunge me into fuch a flate of mifery, 
as can only be relieved by the fad cure of all our 
ills. 

* I thank you for you account of Belmont. Yoo^ 
aaay indeed congratulate me on every ctrcumftance 
which gives you pleafure ; afTured of this, that I re- 
ceive a double joy by refledion ; and, were we thi»^ 
moment for ever feparated, your happinefs and in* 
terefis would iiill continue far dearer to me than my 

•wn. 

You have commanded me not to apologize for 

my writing——! obey, tho' ccmfcioas thatj 

as all my letters are wrote from the heart, they have 
nothing to attone for their folly, but their fincerity;- 
which will ever impel me,. thro* every feafon,. 
change^ and chance of life, to fubfcribe myfelf 

Tour's, and only your'si 

FRANC ESw 

Henry received the foregoing letter, and the fol- 
lowing, jud as he was going upto DubKn, to at- 
tend the Hilary term 1750. He anfwered the 
fecond, but took no notice of the former till he faw 
her ; for he did not chufe to give any thing under' 
his hand, which might be conftrued into a con- 
traA. He apprehended no danger from herfelf, 
but did not care to put it in the power of ac« 
cident, or the indifcretion of her friends, to difcovcr 
an engagement of this kind, as it might have fome 

K4 ill = 
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ill cScA upon his fommes : But, as he thought for 
very reafonable a qacdion Ibould not reniaio vaaa- 
fwered, he told her, at meeting, the feDttmeats he 
had cooccived about her, when (he was at his faoufe 
in ihe country; which, by frequent refleftion, wcro 
rather ftrengtliened than abated, and at length, by 
her late letter, cooftrmed into a determined refola- 
tioQ. He told her, that the lawyers had aiTured him 
his family fuit in the Exchequer, for a coDiidcrable 
fum of aaoney, would be determioed in a term or 
two ; that he was to have a fettlement made upon 
him on that event ; and that he would take her 
band, as foon as every thing was made fecure« 
}jut the two terms paflTed away, and matters ap** 
pcared jaft as far from a concluiion as they were 
twenty years before. However, iho' the lawyera 
broke their words with Henry, be performed his ta 
Frances ; and, waving all conditions, married her 
privately on the tzxh day of May following ; with 
an injan^ioa to keep it a fecret from all her friends 
and relations, even from her aunt, with whom (be 
lived : So that lady O « ■ * ■■ " was the oaiy coiifi<* 
dante made upon that occafion ; and this for two 
reafonS) firft on acconat of (olviag appearaoces 
to her nicety ; and fecoadly, that Frances made 
it a point to have fome perfon of fufficient weight 
for juftifyinft her charafter to the world, when 
Henry (bould think proper to acknowledge his 
marriage publickly. 
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LETT E R CXXXY. 

FRANCES to HENRY, 

t A M but juft able to tell mjr dear Harry, that t 
•* have great hppes of o^y recovery, beuufe it i$ 
hardfy po$ble I (hould be worfe. My dlforder is 
of aa interoiittent nature, and generally makes its 
attacks, lijcea thief in the night. I was fo violent^ 
ly ill, as to bt obliged to have my apothecary called 
out of be4 at four o'clock this morning. Poor 
Kilty has a miferable time of it, for her reft is as 
much brokeai as mine. * During my intervals' of 
^ain, which are very fliort, I find myfelf opprefTed 
with a ftupid kind of languor, not unlike a lethar- 
gy. Can yon believe that even bodily pain could 
t^uce fm i9 fuch a ftate I \ am more alarmed at 
tht$# than any other p*rt ^ my difordtsr, as it \^ 
intkcly contrary to qay natural conilitutioo ; but 
perhaps it is only the efFedi of pain, that wearies 
out nvyfpirits/andjeaves thjs hateful lailitude upon 
them. 1 am this moment obliged to leave off; it 
is lAipoiiibte'tO'teU ypu what I fuffer ; I am amaze^ 

* 9tt miy own Itrepgth, as I have fometimes been at 
that conftancy, which makes me, £Qk or well, 1jv« 
iog or dyiog, your's. 

I am again relieved from extreme parn : Thisla^ 
fit has been mqch ihorter ihan the former ope$, 

, which is, I hopei a good fymptom ; but iilill fp 
weak and tuembling, that I can fcarce hold the pen. 
Why are not yoo ncre, to pet nxe ? They have 
ordered fomething to make me Heej) ;. I will ta^e 
that, or any thing 'dfe, that they tell i?ie will dp 
me good, becaufe you defireit. In the mean time^ 
let roe know you wi(h my health, as earoeftly as I 
-do ybur'a, and that &aLl avail me more thaA t<^ 
{>hjfK:U.Bs» 
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LETTER CXXXVI: 

My deareft fick Pet, 

1 A M juft come home from a weekV-.tMifinefs, . 
^ and received your letter, which, by my abfence, 
has Iain a poft unanfwered, and'which, indeed, I 
fhould anfwcr with the ipfe vent, as I (hall do, at 
prcfent ; for, while I am writing, I am ordering 
frefli horfes to be faddled, and^it (hall be their faulty 
if I doQ*t outride the poft. Atai doft thou wi(h me 
ihere, to comfort you ^ I will be there, my weli- 
loved heart, with all the foftnefs, tendernefs, with 
all the woman in'my foul, to eafe thy throbbiog 
bread and languid head : Nay, with' more unfeigor 
ed folicitude, than woman ever could 'feel ; for the 
vaincft woman mnft be envious of you* Ytonr mo?' 
lancholy account of yourfelf has made me recolleft 
that line in Tickell, which we could not think of 
tiie laft'time we.were together, and fpeakiagof that . 
pretty .poem: 

^^ SadJi];^ory, to viitgat minds unknown.'* 

Which paflkge alfo occurred to me, when I wrote' 
to yon, oil the fubje£l of melancholy pleafnres, tho' 
I did not quote it.* 

I hope, mycrofs pet, that i^ is- owing to the pee- 
Vffhnefs of ficknefs, your faying you are furprized at 
your conftancy toward me. Any iicklenefs in thK 
poiftt mu(V be charged upon-yourfelf 3 for, without 
vanity, I may fay that it*is impoffibkl can ever bfe 
kfs amiable than 1 was at firft. • If from- thencefor- 
ward, I became capable of fenfe> fcienccy or philo- 
fopby^ I owe the iftfpirationto you, and you alone, 
my Ipixigenia. When the fen Withdraws Ms beams, 
is it a refled^ion upon our horizon, that it (hiscs no 
more ^ But »ke that, tho*I4ofe the light, I (hall 
wain, the warmth,^ till I am earth indeed.- Yua 

haye 
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Ijfdvc really, my charmiDg woman, not only given 
me a relifli for life, but a true tafte for every thing . 
in it, which is worth living for. And as you have 
given me happinefs, I look upoo it, on fome occa*^ 
iions^ as an ungenerous aft, to interuptorto endea* 
vonr to deftroythat-blifs, 'till I confideryouin tht 
light of a woman who has brought a great fortune 
to a beggar, and has con(equently« natural right to ' 
fquander what part fhe pleafes. From you, my 
charming M fife, I have learned t)articu}arly three 
things, more valuable than all the fcience of the 
Sorbonne — Chearfulnefs^ without mirth t gravity* 
without fpleen$ and, oh! take it for yoirr painsv 
love, with'€fteem^ the wafrmeft « love, with the 
higheft efteem.' 

Farewet! FareMrel^ndeted ! I fliaircooclude 
Yiour's in hafte— -to fly toyou. 

HENRY. 



HIATUS. 
LE T T E.R, CXXXVir. . 

"Dear Fanny, 

JC A M E hither in fpite of very oppofidg wea-^ 
ther. Along the road I perceived marks of the 
violent ftorm; and found .the great fign and half 
of the ftables of this inn carried away by it. I beg, 
the firft account you have of the yacht,' you- will let 
me hear it; 

I amufed myfelfi on the way, with reflefiing up^ 
on every perfon, circumftance, and thing, which I 
parted from, at Racoder But the -only occafion *I 
had to philofophize, was on little Jenny ; for^ from 
playing with the child, I took a hint, to examine 
into an opiirion, which the world feems poflefTed 
with, and perhaps receive it upon truft from one 
> another, as they do a. great many others, without 
inqtririhg philofophically into the matter, 

K 6 I re- 
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I reofvember Mr. K , a ttaa of tender af- 

feftioQS, but mthal, a perfoa of excellent under* 
flaodiog* playiog one day with a p^ify child of his 
own* {M, that be was, ever fince it was bo^^ 
waiting for, aad atteodiflg to that impulfe or ii>- 
Aindty which is called -natural affejlion ; but that 
4U he could perceive was, that he loved it more 
and more from u(e> as he had done other people's 
children before. 

In (hort, when does this particular attachaiet^ 
(c\tQ us > if it is natural, we (hould perceive it the 
luQant we heard the firft cry ; but, at that time^ 
we knew nothing of the mattcfv If we ate fenfible 
of it fome time after, it is merely owing to that ha- 
bit, which Mr. K— — mentioned i to that Pro* 
teUs of nature, Cuftom ; which hifs miflcd fnoft of 
xhok pcHlofophers who have read men and man^ 
ners, without having fludied human nature,—— 
which is pre tending to phyfick, without having 
learned anatomy. 

But even the inftant the child is born, wonld 
liot the patient rather y^mr's (hould jie than bis i 

So he would your hor(e.-^ The love of property 

is natttral ; but this is part of a gexieral partiality, 
not an inflance of a particular attachment. Meg 
{^et their pidnres drawn, bequeath fonu4ies to 
Ihangers, iU'iy, raile obeli (ks to bear their names ^ 
but this is natural vanity, not natural affedlion. 

If either parent was afiedicd with this impulfe, 
let us naturally fufpefl the mother moA^ as the child 
is more immediaiely part of herfelf, her affeAioos 
fofter, and her uoderftaading weaker ; and yet how 
little does Providence ieem inclined to truft this na- 
tural in AinA, by furnidiing her with propef nourifh- 
tnent for the child, and making it turn to pain and 
diflen>pef, if not that way applied, or otherwife car- 
ried oii', by metfcods of Jike operation ? 

Adi^tt ! 



1 
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Letter cxxxvm. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

Caftlc^Dcrmot, Thurfday eteDlng* 

H AD a fioe day hither, and am now ftretcbing 
my limbs before agoediire, drinking your hraltln 
nnd all yoor liealths. I fi&d there U no place, I 
«njoy myfelf fo much In, ae an Inn. I am there fo 
Inthely my o^n itiafler; fo detached from the 
V^orid, and difingaged boih froih bufinefs, or the 
Vain purfuit of pleafure, that I feel % certain con**- 
tempki'tive cahmiefs in m^ tniikl, ivhich gives me a 
higher fiftiefajfioo tlMH my dfikc aAire ffiheres of 
life can do. Hcmt^t^ Imtttk i&t«rr4i))t thiafoIUc* 
quy, to go and tatke care cf poor George, Mrho fell 
savkhttls horfe, trirhiii a mile of this town, and is 
:«iuch bvttifed ; he had a )t^y naiToW tkaft of Ms 

My fit^re regards K> Kirry. I «im, idiy deweft 

l^our** as before^ 
HEMRY* 

^ Whoe'er has trarell'd fife^s dull round, 
•* Let wherefoe'er his ftage have beeo^ 

•« Muft farcly o^vn, he always found 
** The warmeft welcome at an inn." 
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LETTER CXXXIX- 

feear Fan'ny, Maidenhall« 

I HAD the £itisfa£tion, when I tx«x home, of 
* finding every thing here fefe from the ftorm ; 
tbo'die wbokconatry rouadizke hfts iuficjred in&* 

B:tC 
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nice damage, of houfe-tops, ricks of hay, and ftack^ 
of corn carried oflT, and trees torn up by the roots, 
while I have forfeited but a few flates, and 
fome of the branches of my elms difhevelled. 
Tbere is one piece of damage, I jnft heard of, 
which will give you fome concern, that above two 
htindred of. the< fine trees in Danmore^park'^ ^e 
feapped (bort to the ftumps^ 

As I have no letter from you to anfwflr, and 
have not been long enough in the country to meet 
with any entertaining circumftances to fend 709, 
ihe only amufement 1 can give you, is from what 1 
j^ad; and as I am in Mentaigoe, which is alfo 
your ftudy, at ppefent, I Ihall occafionally give you 
hints of what I find^ remarkable in that vaguo» 
^liFufe, witty,, and fenfible author. 
. In his chapter ftiled Pedantry, I was pleafed to 
fittd him fpeak a^reat. deal - upon a iubje^, yoo 
may remember, I am very fond of; which- is, the 
diftinftion between learning and wifdom. What 
Iihave to fay on that head you have. beard; what 
he fays upon it I refer you to ; and (hall only qBole 
.one pafiage, becaufe it is whimCcal^ and fomewhat 
jtt your^nanner. 

He one day!.wa» at a >lofs for accounting how 

feverar men, of the greateft learning among his 

acquaii)tance, were very filly, weak perfons. U4>on 

which, a lively woman in company faid, ** That 

*^ in order to make room for other men's fcnfe, 

^* their own muft be fqueezed up into fo narrow a 

^' compafs, as will not leave it a power of exectiog • 

*• itfelf." To which I (hall only add this remark 

^f my own, by way oMllufttation : that the un- 

«^rilanding, like a nation, (hould always defend 

^on its own proper force; for auxiliaries too 

i.^ ®ake flaves of thfofe they were called upon to 

and ki- ^A ^^''^' '*^ *'^ ^^'^ ^^""^^'^ obedience, and 
olmd deference we pay to the anticnts, jomcd 

to 
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to an isdolent deTpair of excelliog fuch great paN 
teraS) which has almoft put a period to the ad- 
vancement of fcience, . or wifdom ; fo that all the 
knowledge of the moderns is bat the karning of 
the antient»: iafomuch that, if yoa propofe'd fub>- 
jeA in natural or moral pbilofophy, to be difcnfled 
by any of the prefeat adepts in art or fciencc, ia- 
itead of preffibg forward into a -difquifition of the 
yet inexhaufted fond of human reafon, they wUl 
poorly recur to what Archimedes, Plato, or Seneca 
faid upon^ fuch maiters. liere. take a qootatiooi 
1^ way of parody; 

•« Men (hould prcfii forward in Truth's glorious 

chace, 
•^ Theywho loolc backward often tdfe the race.*» 

It has b^en matter of aftoniibment to thefe latter 
. ages of the world, how the great genii of antiquity, 
at times when learning and fcience were in their 
infancy, could (hine forth with fuch amazing luAr&$ 
which, far.fron^ attributing to. their own natural 
force, they have pporly.calTed in the aid of infpi- 
ration to account for. What a mean and ftupid 
evcpofitioil isthis of fuch extraordinary phsenomena ! ' 
when the true.reafons lie^hid.in tbo very cau(ias of 
their admiration. The mind of man, naturally 
a£live and inquifitous after truth, not finding where- 
withal to fatisfy. its unbounded curiofity in the 
ndarknefs and ignorance of the early ages of the 
world; retired within iifclf; and, attending clofely 
to the ideas in its own bbfom, from whence, in 
truth, all human fcience and wifdom isextrafled, 
"•""ditl, from ftTch unbiafTed contemplation, arrive to 
a higher pitch in the age of a man, than an acade* 
my is able to attain to in a century. They were 
certainly guilty of fome grofs errors in theory, and 
a, manifeft negleft, or waiit of method, in their 
4iiea£jningsj winch has been the fole employment 

of 
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<i poAeritf , to correft the oAtt aad new moM 
the ocher; najr, fome of the beft critics have been 
lb io&tiaied with their beauties, efpeetaiij with 
t€gard to poetry, that they have «nde rules of 
their very faults, for the modems to err by ♦/ la 
(hort, my (qiimoa of htsinaa learaing is, rhat It 
has made the mind of mtfa BM atl overgrowa 
child J which, by being tram^Hcd too long in 
leading-ftrhigs, aid paced up aad down thro' the 
regular alleys of a parterre, Is deprived of that 
fireogch aod a^ivity, wbkh a free afid unbounded 
exercife, thro' flie fields of nature; might make it 
<:apJ>le of arriving at ■■ - /Vad here I muft remind 
you of my fcheme of a college,* mentioned to yoa 
fome time agp: for, if a iet of itMdeots could 
poflibly be improved in the contemplation of truth 
and nature, without the feift blafs or tlnfture of 
modem Icnowledge or fearmog, it is iptpoflible to 
fey to what a height the tnmd df jto^n is capable cf 

tsttaining. 

I adi| mv deareft Fanny, 
loar'fUicere 

AUTO'MATHES. 

tSend ttne the poem you promired me, by the 
fetum of the poft. 

^ Catachrefis, Antithefis^ Enallage, Paronomafia^ 
t^Ieonafm, cum multis, both in rhetoric and grammar. 

— — — incerta haec ^ to poftulcs 

Hationes certa facere, n\hi]o plus agas, 

'^ lam il'des operam, at cup ratione iiUimas* Tkk^ 



HENRY ivid FRANCES, 

LETTER CXL, 
Dear Harrv, 

T SAID I would write by this pofl, and, la 

order to fulfill ray promife, have taken up the 
pen ; but find that h is not in my power to write 
any thing but words; for my thoughts are fo mucll 
diflipated by the continual hurry I have been in> 
fince I faw you, that it would require, at lead, a 
week's folitude, to reduce them to any kind of 
form ; unlefs I were to fend you a little journal,, 
and, by that means, treat only of the fubjeil I 
diflike moft, I know no other that I could think 

of, while I wrote three words, Love and you 

excepted, But ye indeed are one, at lead ia 

jny idea : and tbo' that is a theme, to which my 
thoughts for ever cojild attend, yet, as they arc 
not capable of change, and iiave already fpoke all 
the dear, infpiring fubjeA could fuggci^ I need 
only refer to yqur memory^ fpr all thq feotimentS' 
of my heart, paft, prcfent, ^ntl to come. 

As ! never was happy enough to be able to give* 
my ojMmon from experience, on the fubjeft of 
parental afFeftion, I (hall not ventuTq to give it "at 
ftlU for more reafona than one, as it unfortunately 
differs from your's. 

To my ^ great furprize, ihe poftman has, this^ 

inflraiir, brought r^e yours from Maidenhall. 

Had ir been a Jettdr, on which my happinefe de- 
pended, it would have met the fame delay ; I aaj; 
(o heartily provoked, I could almoft fvvear, 

I am frncerely glad to bear that, your dear 

Maidenhall, and dearer felf, have not received any 

injury from the fierce rage of Borjtas. We have 

difmal accounts from moft parts of the kingdom-. 

No certain tidings of the yacht-^it is in general 

believed fafe) tho' not - {ufpokd to faaie efcaped 

the 
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the ftorm. I am very, forry for the Depopulation of 
Daomore-park: I think I may be allowed the 
expreffioD, as fuppofing an hamadryad the iohaGU 
tant of each tree. I think the fabjedl would admit 
of a very pretty paftoral elegy. 

I thank you for your very elegant diflertation 
on learning. I have the honour to be fo much of 
four's and Montaigne's opinion, that it is impoflible 

for me to fay any thing on. the fubieft. Yoa 

muft excufe my not. fending the Httle^poem, yoa 
de/ired this poA ; bur, to make you amends, I 
fend you a much better * thing inclofed. 

I. beg to hear from yoa continually,, and am. 

Your own 

FRANCES; 



LETTER CXLL. 
Dear Fanmy^, 

I RECEIVED the fbng of Patma*^, and do 
not think there is any thing in the tune, any 
more than the words ;.fo far they are adapted to 
each other.. It would be aa eafy talk to improve 
|he thought, iaa.ftanza more,. but then it would 
sot ferve for the fame tune, for the ^yhole addre(s 
of the compofer was to fuit proper mufick to the 
words, ** Laugh," — and—** cry j" therefore, unlefs 
the fame words were repeated inthe next verfe, 
the found, to ufe a bold expreffioa, would be 
errant npnfenfe. 

My. fentiments . about najtural afieiSiOQ do not 
proceed, you. believe me, from a Stolcai philofophy^ 
or the want of an. humane, difpofition ; perhaps, 
few people feci more of tendernefs in their hearts, 
th?a I do, ajod, from a certain foftncfs in my, 

*' A ibng -of Pahna'sv 

Mtur^. 
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nature, tho' I have not the appearance of it in my 
manners, I often experience a fond temper far 
other people's children, which fomettmes their 
parents are infenlible of. Therefore the argu* 
mentSf I amufed the time with, in the letter yoa 
meDtlon, proceeded merely from a certain method, 
I have always put in pradiice, ever iioce I ventured 
to think for myfelf, which was, never to take any 
opinion, or dogma, upon the common received 
notions of the world, or the ipfe dixit di the fchools, 
without firft making it paft thro' the fcrutiny of 
fenfe and reafon ; which Is the fureft way of allow- 
ing the full value to every virtue or quality in 
human nature. 

Befides, I am jealous for the honour or dignity 
-of man ; and wciuld endeavour to refcue every 
thing from indinA, which can be attributed to 
:icfle(^ion, or benevolence. I think too, that the 
do£lrine of natural aSedion has often had fcveral 
very bad confequences attending it; in making 
;many children, depending on that prejudice, be- 
'have themfelves more unworthily toward their 
parents, than they would venture to do to their 
patrons ; and many fathers have left immenfe for- 
tunes to gracelefs foos, from this mtftake, while 
they have left an honeft fervant, or valuable friend, 
tinrewardeci. 

I expcfted a good deal from you upon the (ubjeft 
of my late letters; or, what was better, fomething 
relating to yourfelf ; but your apologies put me in 
mind of what was faid by a furly courtier to king 
' William, that king Charles refufed a favour with 
a better grace than he granted one. 

1 have often in converfation, in reading to you, 
and by letter, endeavoured to lead you into fub- 
jefls of fome intricacy, or depth, in order to make 
you experience your own genius, and be fen fibte 
of vour ftrengthj. atid, tho* you are (bmetimes too, 

cowardl|^ 
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cowardly to engage* yet your flight touches aotf 
irregnbr eflaycr are like the lafilPg pf 4n iD&rumeQt 
fcy a BMAeri^ hand, which bd» fofMthiag morq 
pleafing to * good, ear, tluM the r^gviar pepr 
farmanoe of a middiiag one. 

«* Like Shakefpear, Fancy's fweeteft child, 
" WarWing his native wood notes wild." 



LETTER CXLII. 
Dear Hah&y, 

T A M forry the fong did not pleafe you ; but, a» 
^ I have not the misfQrtune to Vc a connoifleur, I 
Jike it mightyy. I am nox ovcibyrthened wkb 
knowledge of any kind, and yet I finccrely wi(h I 
had left ; a$. the little I have fexyes ofiore to improve 
jny folly, than xcafon, by giving me a general 
difreiiih to laod things tlut I.' uodeiAapd* For 
inftaope,— kt the wor^s and mnftck of ft iTpog be, 
Xi\u that I Teat -you, eqaalJy had^'aiod. t Aiall \^ 
difguHed wi^i the words, and pleafed with the 
tune; when, perhaps, if 1 uadexAood mufidtc, 
€Ten as well as I do jx)etry« I ihopld not havp 
received any pU^furp worn either*. Qj^ery, coul^ 
my underflanding crotchets and quavers, make nifi 
amends for r^t^hing nic of half a^a hoiu's enter* 
t^incn^t ? 

y^ur fentinaents on natural affection., may, for 
aught I know, be perfeflly right j but I think it 
is vaflly loor^ to the hoaour of hun&aa nature, to 
fuppofe, that our virtues are knat^) (which is but 
anoiher n^^mcfor inAin^) thau ajcquired,; and it is 
to me quite certain^ th^t this particularly viujft 
proceed from honeft iq(lin£l; for the very utmoft 
fffeft, which caa wife fro» refleilion in ibis cafe, 

is 
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Is not to Aiake «s feel^ but aft, as if \yp feh, th« 
natural touch. 

I am ^iiite fcDfxble oC my own incapacity to en« 
gage OQ any topick witii you, and, if ever I venture 
to giv« my opinion* CNifubje^ls, that I neither am, 
fior ever fliall be miflrefs of» it mud be owing to a 
firong reliance 6b your indulgence, aad to the 
plea^re I always took ki having you for a precept- 
tor. . There 4$ a iund of pride in receiving in* 
itruflion from the man I Jove, which compenfates 
for the' mortification of being ignorant. For thefe 
Tcafons^ I think your farcafm rather fevere, thaa 
jufl: for, were 1 even a greater fool than I am, it 
would be cruel to condemn me for being fo, while 
J make no claim to fenfe or knowledge ; but you 
are welcome to fay what you pleafe; nor am I 
■angry ftf y o ur being -wit^. Tkwe is- -yet afietber 
reafon, which I may offer, in defence of my co« 
wardice ; atid iB, perhaps, the tnoft vtilid of any, 

. the continual hurry I have been -in, ever fince 

you left town. While you was here, I neither faw 
nor weiit to fee ftftjr creature ; of courfe, had not 
only many vlfits, but dpoiogiestomake ; and thefe, 
joined to mote bufinefs than ever I was engaged 
In, with a thoufaftd pefplfexirig clrCttmftatices, have 
left me hardly time to eat br fleep. 1 have fretted 
myfelf to death; perhaps, for want of that phr- 
lo(bphy, and calih compofure, which you have fe 
happily acquired, 

I am, this moment, going to ditie with lady O— : 

I have fpent much bf my time with her, fince I 

fa^ you ; {he is indeed a true praflical philofopher ; 

her life and manners fut*nf(h as noble a leffon, as 

any to be found in the volumes of Socrates or 

Pkto ;—— — yet tK>t even her prevailing exattiple, 

nor all the little arguments, which my dlAnuftcd 

thonghts can muAer, have been able to reduce ray 

mind, even to its wonted oeAm* But t flatter my^ 

felf. 
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fislf, that a few days, by patt'mg an end to fome 
part of my anxiety, will abate my uneafmefs ; and, 
for the reftf time and time only muft be my 
phylician. 

1 again earneftly intreat, that you write to me 
much, and often : you cannot concriye the pleafnre 
I rcdeive from your letters ; nor the mortificadon 
your miffing a poft gives me. Adieu, my heart's 
dear Harry ! I am, and ever (hall be fincerely and 
afiedionately, 

Your's. 

P. S. You have got a very fprightly correfpon- 
dent, if one may judge of her letter, by her coun- 
tenance ; for (he fits by me writing, and fmiling 
without ceafing. 



LETTER CXLIII. 

My deareft Fanny, 

I CANNOT give up to you the point about 
natural aAedlion, tho* you have dtfputed it 
clofely with me. You fay reflexion cannot make 
us feel, tho' it may make us aA as if we did, 
which is extremely juft; therefore I did not make 
refledion the caufe of this feeling, but habit; 
which, I faid, Aeals fo imperceptibly Upon us, that 
we miftake it for nature ; and it is fo near it, that 
it is called a fecond nature. 

I cannot think, with you, that the fubftituting 
innate ideas, inAead of reafon and reDcAlon, would 
be more for the honour of human nature, tbo' 
perhaps it would be for the dignity of it ; as a 
woik made perfeA is mor« valuable than a work to 
be perfected : the dignity lying in the fimple nature 
of a thing, but the honour in the perfqflioD of it. 
And furely Socrates, reformed from vice, or 

paiJBon, 
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paffion, by the force of philofophy, is a nobler 
fubje^l for the honour of maakind, than Diogenes, 
viho was faid never to have been addi(fbed or in- 
clined to any humour» except that of railing. It 
was from this way of thinking, that I faid fome- 
thing to you in my lad letter, which, I am afraid, 
has given you fome offence. I confidered you as a 
work, capable of pe/fe^lon, in order to rouze you 
*to exert yourfelf. I (aid, I often tempted you tt> 
try your ilrength, or found your depth : was this 
farcafm, to allow you both ftrength and depth? 
in (hort, let this reflexion always prevent any 
•miflake of this kind for the future, that I love you 
{o fincerely, and like yoa fo extremely, that I can 
4Dever think, or mean any thing, which might 
>give yoxiiotknce : and, whenever I fay or tlo any 
thing, which you feel yourfelf picqued at, you 
asay reprehend my manners, which are, Icon^fs, 
{^liable to cenfure : but blame not my feniiments, 
iwhich are fanhlefs, with regard to you. 

1 did attribute your not writing, to the hurry ef 

tbufinefs; and<>would have wrote to yon laft poft, 

4>ut for fear of preiling you too^much, at this time; 

sas the fatigue of writing conftantly muft be too 

4BUch for you, uniefs you had more retired leifure; 

therefore, I will not be fo exaA with you for tMe 

(future. 1 will write to you every poft, and if you 

anfwer two, three, or four of my letters at once, 

1 (hall be fatisfied ; being well convinced that you 

vwill not negteA it, on account of any empibymeftt 

jnore pleafant, but from bufinefs more neceflary. 

This, is what I have refofed you, ever iince we 

were correfpondents ; but have thought, at lad, 

>that taking oiS* the confiraint of a ^regular corr^« 

ffpondence would give a freer air and brifker fpirit 

,tp it. The firft favoured of duty, this of love«— * 

I am^ my deareft Fanny, 

Yowr'sonly. 
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lOae letter is wantmg, which this alfo anfwers. 

i, E T T E R CXLIV. 
FRANCES to HENRY. 

'T^ HE ftory I hinted to you, in a late letter, 
^ was, iQ great meafurc, the caufe of the «- 
^celEvc lowaets of fpirits, you chide me for. I as 
ttnortified at the iofiBcerity and iogratlcude of feme 
<people, oa whom I had .a -flroog depeadeoce; 

.particularly. Lady — ^ ; her vehemeot profef- 

iion&i and coDtemptible behaviour have ferved to 
.illuftrate my real -opiaiOD, that fenfe^nd virtue are 
•the only folid fouudattoo for love and friendibip. 
I am abfolutely amaaed, and angry at myfelf, for 
tbeing duped by fuch a woman. 

But, in order to &t her behaviour in a much 
flronger light, I have, in my acquaiotauce with 
Lady O— — , found fuch acontrafi, as is sot 
to be defcribed. loflead of an afFeftation of feofe 
and virtue in the one, the adlions of the other 
■fpeak the full force of hoth ; dignity, without 
pride ; good huiuour, without folly ; wit, without 
{atire; charity, without oAentation; and philofophy, 
^ith the extremefl: quickneis of underftanding, and 
tendernefs of heart* are all joioed ia the amiable 
compofitioo of that unafieAedly good woman. 

J u (I as I had iiniihed the la(i line, her chair 
came for me : 1 have been with her three hours, 
and would not have qmtted her no.w, for any other 
;pieafure, but that of returning to my dear HarTy. 

She has indeed calmed my mind extremely, by 
that juft method of reaibning, (he is perfeAly 
miftrcfs of. I hope my dear Harry will excufe my 
dweliing fo long on a fiibjcct my heart is fo much 
intertfled in, as it overiiows with gratitude to one, 
^ho will not even fuiFcr aa attempt to exprcfs it. 
9 My 
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My fiacereft thanks art your's, for confentiiig 
lately to my fo-of ten- repeated requeft; you may 
indeed be fatisfied, that no avocation more pleafant 
will ever interfere with my part of our correfpon- 
denc^; afTured of thrs, that I would give up every 
tiling, that is called pleafure in this world, for the 

real one I enjoy in converfing with you Oh.! 

when fhall I have that happinefs without allay?-— 

I was not picqued at your not fuppofing mc 
capable of entering the lifts of logick with you, 
but at your feeming to gibe at my want. of capa- 
city ; which, you know, is a misfortune, and not 
a fault. You fay, you *' did not mean it fo." — 
I believe it, firft, becaufe you fay it ; and next, 
becaufe I am too low fpirited to be angry, if you 
had meant to make me fo. 

Perhaps, my prefent dejcftion is the caufe of my 
fancying myfelf in a bad ftate of health ; but, 
from a cough, which has never left me fince yo« 
didi and a continued pain acrofs my cheft, I ima- 
gine myfelf going into a confumption. 1 UnCerely 
bope I am miftakens for, indeed, I do not wifh 
to p^rt with thee. I intend confuliing Do(5tor 
Barry; when I do, you fliall know his opinion; 
Till then, and ever, be aflured, the bitternefs of 
death hath not a pang, but what the lofs of thet 
will give, r find myfelf poffeflTed with fuch a 
£loomy tenderncfs, as you, certainly, will be 
angry at. — Oh ! my heart's treafure, forgive that 
fclfifh wcaknefs, which laments thy abfencej foe 
joy and thou are one ! 

For heaven's fake, burn this letter. I am ' 
ilroogly tempted to write another ; but, if I (hould, 
perhaps it would be as fooliib, — fo e'en let it go ! 

I fhould complain of your having wrote oftener 
to Kitty than me ; and, by that means, feeming 
more anxious about the bufinefs of her fortunes, 
than my happinefs i but, by nnaking an apology. 

Vol. I. L yog 
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you have acknowledged a fault; which is all I 
ever required, to render my forgivenefs abfolute. 

Adiea ! my dcareft, beft- loved, firft, and only 
friend! may that happinefs, which I think you 
merit, and ilacerely wifh yoa, ever attend you ! 

FRANCES, 

♦LETTER CXLV. 

Dear Fanny, 

1AM heartily forry for the dlfappoinunents and 
*" mortifications you have met with ; but I have 
koown the lady's character you meniioo, fo long, 
that I am very fure I ihall never be furprij^d at any 
thing flue does ; for I dare fw^ar flie will never grow 
good. Lady O - * ■ ■ *s character you need not 
put in contraft, to make it greatly e(ieemed. 

I am concerned at the account you give of yont 
health \^ and cannot fay, I hope that it is only your 
fpleen, 'which makes you fancy yourfelf unwell; 
becaufe I think imaginary ills wor{e, for the pre- 
fent, and mor€ difficult to be cured, than real 
ones. I hope to find you foon better, than you 
beUeve yourfelf to be. 

Adieu! 

* This letter was part of No. CXLIV^ in the former 
edition ; but the tranicriber had made a blander there ; 
^he joined two letter?, of different dates, in one. They 
were two very (hort ones, and he thought it better to 
tack them together, by way of an eke, without having 
regard to the ieries. He had heard, that two hahis 
make an nvboiei hilt allowed no exceptiojD for bcteivgc- 
neotts parts. 
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flere is ao Hiatus^ tho' the Hrd p^ragiufb feems 
to anfwer letter laft but twf>» 

LETTER CXLVL 

VI Y dear Harry's promifed indulgence (hall nojt 
** ■* make me lefs foiUcitous to exprefs the plea- 
sure I receive from his charming correfpondence, 
than if I imagined that my thanks were to be tl^e 
purchafe of that pleafure. I confefs that, from the 
firll, I have been incapable of making any other 
return, and now find myfelf, if pofTible, lefs ca- 
pable than ever 5 for, as the value of your letters 
increafes every day, or, at lead, my edeem for 
them, confcious as I am of their worth, it would 
appear a high proof of confidence in me, to at- 
tempt any thing more, than bare acknowledgments. 
Accept then, my deareft love, of the warmeft 
gratitude, which that heart, you firft taught tb 
&el, and that underflanding, you alone have 
fafhroned, is capable of beftowing ; and let my fen- 
iibility di your merit, ^xcufe the want of it in me! 

I have not, fincc you left town, had leifure t6 
read a page in Montaigne, or any other author. 
I have indeed paffed thro' fuch a feries of hurry, 
Jirquiet, and tartigue, that I am more than half 
dead ; it is |iot to be told how much I am changed 
iby it; but I flat^ter myfelF^ that the pleafure of 
feeing you, and the hopes I have of enjoying peace 
and content in the country, will reftore me to my« 
felf, or fomething better. 

I am ftill in the fame difagreeable way, with 
regard to my health ;—— perhaps, I am va- 
pourifh, and fancy myfelf worfe than I really 
am. 

I faw — • this day, he fays your cough fliU 
continues \ f or heaven's fake, how can you be 

L 2 fa 
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fo excelOvely ill-oatared, a$ not to take fome care 
ofyoarfelf? Yootnuft, on this occafioo, give me 
levfe to reiDind you of that nobleft part of Seneca's 
Philofophy, which yoar favourite author mentions : 
m * < He <liac loves not his wife, or friend, fo 
^ w>dU as to prolong his heahh for them, but wiH 
'< ob'ftinately die, is too delicate and effeminate ; 
*^ the foul muft impofe this on itfelf, when the 
^* utility of our friends does fo require it ; it is a 
^* teftimonv of grandeur and courage, to preferve 
'< one's life, for the confideratlon of another, 
** when a man perceives that this ofEce is pleafing, 
** agreeable, or ufeful to fome perfon, by whom 
*• we are tenderly beloved.'* 

Taking this for granted, what judgment am t 
€0 form of your afreflion for me, who have fb 
earnefUy follicited you to apply the proper means 
for furmounting that nafly, obflinate, ill-natured 
cough ? If it were only from a defire of conquering 
^iny thing fo perverfe, I would get the better of iu 
J hope this confi^eration will have more weight, 
than any other I have been able to ofFer ; for^ 
^las ] ** my advocation is not now in tune." 

The pain in my cbeft is fo extreme, that I am 
not able to ftoop longer* — Adieu, then^ mj 
^eareA Harry ! . 

I am, as I never ffaall ceafe to be. 

Faithfully md aifeflionately your*f, 

FRANCES^ 
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HIATUS. 
LETTER CXLVI. 

My dear Fanisty, April 28, 175 <. 

'T^HE irkfomenefs of out feparation needs not 
/■• the addhion of your repinings. It is faid% 
that all unhappinefs is kfl^ned by participation ; 
but your coinplaiars double miner My philofophy 
is prepared for any misfortune, which falls on ma 
alone; bur 1 feel rts natural weight tenfold> whea 
rebounded from you. 

Your apprehenfion that abfence may, id timei» 
create indifference, may be true of human nature 
In general, but I think my mind is particularly 
framed; for all the effc(^ I am fenfible of, is*^ 
■what flaves feel^ when they attempt to part.— 
For diftance in love but ftretches the chain, to 
make me perceive the alliance more ftrongly. 

You can be in no danger from my inconftancyt 
iF what a French wit has faid be true; that *' Ab« 
** fence to lovers, like wihd to the fire, extioguithe* 
.^ a fmall flame, but increafes a great one." 

However, to fliew you I do not mean, as Shake- 
fpear has beautifully expreflTcd it, ^^ to patch up* 
*^ grief with proverbs/* I (hall be in town on.tha 
lOth of next mon^ ; and believe me^ that nothing: 
but the exigency of my afikirs prevents me thai^ 
pleafure fooner* 

HENRY. 
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LETTER CXLVIIL 

My dear Fanny, 

T REACHED this place withofiit floppAog, 
"* whicli is above half my journey. 

After dinner I finiflied Montaigne's long Eflay 
on Raymond de Sebonde, or rather intitled, his^ 
Apology for Raymond de Sebonde; for a very^ 
little portion of it relates to that author. As yoa 
defign foon to read it, I fliall give ycu fome critr- 
cifms by the way, which, as they can be no way 
iieceflary for yon, 1 do enl^y to ftiew you that I 
rctid hot for my own imjJrovemeBt alone, but for 
your amafement alfo. 

About the beginning of the Effay, he fays, 
/peaking of the new doftrines of Lutnfcr, that by 
iiaggcih>g our belief, they were likely to run us 
irtto aiheifm. See the whole piiflage at large. 
Now this argument is bad, by proving too much ; 
^r it 19 equally ftrong to fupport all retigiona.; 
•*ay,'tlTfe errors rbo of 'all religions. But the cTiiifiiab 
*r€H^i61i is thfe only trufe ote.-^-^ — Shall we nqt 
prune away Ihe ierrOrs and miftakes, which the 
■iVdHty of rtMn has in^affed bn it, for fear of hut-ting 
'the root? Miift truth theaa^il itfelf of falfhood,. 
•«hd tfitfft the imperfeAfon? of man be hhStiRbi by 
ihe perf^Jlbfi of God? Let a man firftlk doa- 
▼inced of the triitb and reafoo t)f atiy doQrinfe, 'and 
then let him boldly fpeak out, even ia Ycfigioa 
itfelf; ntgr, more freely there,^ for truth cannot 
conrradifl truth ; and religion is our greateft coo- 
<^ern here, as it muft neceflarily be our greateft 
hereafter. The chriftian religion is indeed founded, 
and very properly fo, iqiott'farthj and the ftrongeft 
^eafons, next to dentenftration, fur the belief, 
on"' ^'' ^^s dodlrines are, and ought to be, founded 
^Q reafon— therefore fubjeS to difquifition. I am 

extremely 
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extremiely provoked at thoro, who jufttfy the fu- 
perftitioDS and impofitions of the priefts, under the 
plaufible title of phus frauds 5 which, with more 
jullice, I Alle impious faljhwds. Mull truth then 
avail itfelf of error, &c. ? for I think it blafphemy 
to affirm any thing under the fanflion of religion, 
which is not of divine autliority; either from 
reafon, which is the deity within* or revelation. 
Its manifeflation . without. If Montaigne's rea* 
fooing is jud, it was fo from the beginning; and 
muft confequently have overlaid the chriftiao re- 
ligion in its birth. His whole argument, upon 
this paflage, might be fhewn to be extremely weak, 
bat that 1 (l^ouid think it a weaknefs to. confute 
him. However, it is not owing fo any want of 
fenfe or judgment in the author, but to a certain 
lazinefs in his difpofjuon, which did not fufFer hiiil 
to examine clofely his own opinions; bot, after 
the manner of an old man, of which all his writ^ 
logs are full, found it eaficr to talk tlian think. 

After. his wild roaaner he hope away, and flies 
Into an Eflay about the Rationality of Brutes. If 
the fchoolmen will not allow me this exju'ejQloa, 
by tying me down to a certain definition, I ihali 
only anfwer them, by quoting a criticifm of Ad- 
difon's upon. Pope's ficl^oes ; that, 4f they are 
not paftorals, tliey are fometliing better. I think 
be has offered a great many very bokl and cl^er 
arguments on this fubjeft ; which, tbo' they do 
not prove the . matter, do, at leaft, put it out of 
the power of thofe who deny it, to prove the 
contrary. His whole defign, thro* the eflay. Is, 
by fhewing the infufficicncy of human under- 
fianding, to recommend to us our dependence upon 
faith ; and, tho* there are few people who arc 
more ioctmed to a free and canvafled difquifitioa 
of all matters, even the mod facred, and moft 
general received opinions, than I have always been, 

L 4 yet 
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ytt the arguments of Moataigne, deduced frdni 
the writings of ibe wifeA of the aocienc and modem 
philofophcis, have indeed put me out of conceit 
with the vain imnginations, aixi prefumptuokft 
teafonings of hatnan underilaodlng. 

It was fald by fomc writer, that the being of a 
Cod was fo far from a natter of doubt, that it wis 
I he only thing of whVch we could be ceriain. The 
iU'ay we are upon, furniftics fufficicnt arguments to 
jprove, how doubtful our knowledge is in every 
thing c!fe, which tefolves all fcicnce into faich. 
Xhc higheft philofophy cannot give us ceitairvty on 
i-he moh trilling fubjefls ; if therefore we know 
any thing certainly, it cnwSX be frooi fuperaatural 
alJ. 

'The whole eflay would he properly claffcd, by 
bdn^ bouad up with the * Morise Kncomiuoi of 
IDiafmus} only with this difference, that Mon- 
taigne is in earneftj and Erafmus in jeft. But I 
like my author beft, becaufe his is a philofophical 
<nay ', the o(her> only an humorous fatire* 

Adieut 



H I J7 U S. 
LETTER CXLIX. 

Dear Fannv, . 

J RECEIVED- your raconic epiftle, wh-ich I 
could wiQi had been flUI fliortcr, as far as il 
Mentions yoiir being ill. I am myfelf a little un* 
^cU, from drinking thefe three days paft ; and it 
niufl be a very irkfome refleaioa, not to be able to 
^ecolleft any one enjoyment, of which my prefent 
F-^ia was the purchafe j for drinking, id gcaeral, 

^^gyrkk on. Folly. 

yo«. 
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you know I hare; and yet I would rather hate* 
drank alone, than in the company L debauchecl 
xvith. Do not think me conceited in this fpeech, 
for I really look upon it rather as an imp^rfectioa ' 
than a refinement, that fofew people*are agreeable 
to my tafle ; as it is the fign of a depraved appe- 
tite, not to be able to relifh phiin and fimple meats. 

* The men of half, or quarter underflandings, dlf- 
guft me moft; and mere fools 1 can live* tolerably 
well with, p;ovi3id they he good humoured; 
f bb' a good humoured fool may be compared to a 

, fine day in winter, which 'keep.s us ail the while in 
pain with the fear of lofing it, as it has not z/ea/cn^ 
to fupport it.' It is fenfe* alone, which can give 
conftancy to chearfulnefs or virtue. 

My diff€li(h to company is a good ^fial owing to ' 
a certain fplenetick caftof mind, which I have con- 
trafted from'fome mortifications and'difappoint- 
m^ntsj I h*ave formerly met with, joined to fome 
iTneafiDcfTcs, I at prefent labouriinder 5 which evil' 
habit, asl am 'well' aware of, I fliall endeavour to ' 
get the better of, as faft as poffibic: For, (hodd-I 
fcrfFer fuch a humour asthis to grow upon me, It 
might' render me incapable of enjoying the favours, 
which; perhaps, fortune has in ftore for me ; and 
would be as abfurd, as unmanning one's felf, upon » 
being crofled in love.*' 

You have, my charming girl, a good deal to an- 
fwer for, with regard tomydifrelifhofconverfatiofi, . 
in general*, and iare likely to increafe the evil every 
day: For your tafle and- underftanding improve 

* conlfantly, or, to fpeak more properly, are more 
iliuftrftitd: For I believe thar, in proportion as my 
fenfe -improves, or tafte refines, I may bfrfaid rather , 
to difcover new beauties, than you to acquire them,* 
Here I fhall obfervc- to you,- what you have fome- 

♦ Dusate, xt vofmct rebus fervate fecundis. • 

1^5 J tim^r* 
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ikxtes unaided me^ith, that I did not feein to iflu 
creafe id my love foryoii fromthe firfltimel declared 
my regards. Which obfervation is trae eopugk ;fof 
sny love was perfeft^ at firll, as I efteemed asd va- 
lued yoQ, not oaly for "what you then were, but by 
a prae-fcntiment for what you would be. Like a 
IkUful Updary, I valued the jewel in the fione; 
thinkiog the polxQii^g could add but as inconiidcr-* 
able value lo intrinfic worth. : 

Adieu ! * 

HENRY. 
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LETTER CL. 

• FRANCES to HENRY. 

^ DO not believe there are any words, thatc^n 
*- pofiibly defcrtbe the fituatioa of my mind: I 
thick, I v^ant but a fmall matter to render me as 
iDcapibIt of feeling, as I am of expreifing it ; bat 
Si I, *.' even in madaefs, love thee," my heart re* 
ceived a momentary calm from your dear letter ', 
and, *' for a while, forgot the approach of-Cafar." 
You, doubtlefs, expert that I ^ouki a(Iign feme 
reafon for the extraordinary emotion I have men- 
tioned, but it arifes from fuch a mahrplicity of odd 
circumflances, that it would be impoffibk for me 
even to recollefl the thoofandth part of them. la 
ihort,*my memory, tho' contrary to your opinion, 
accompajbied what little underf^andhsg I had, and 
they are both marched off together. Whoever 
^Inds, may take them for their pains, I (hould be 
J^ftiamcd to claim them. There is nobody doubts 
the mind's fuffering with the body ; and I pofitive- 
jy affirm, that the body returns the compliment ; 
J5>r 1 am, atthisinftant^fo extremely ill, and tremble 
Jo violently, that I can hardly hold the pen, And it 
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!s more than }>robabIe I (hoald have enjoyed a mo* 
derate (hare <x health, if aay mind had not been hurt 
aqd hariafled. 

Any perfon of fenfe or tafle, who has ever had 
the bappioefs of converiiDg with you, can eafily 
account for your general diflike to what is called 
converfation ; and what is flill worfe, you are the 
caufe of this difrelifti in others. For my part, I 
have often lamented, on this account, that we 
were ever acquainted; for, as by a fatal necefSty, 
we are obliged to pafs fo much of our time afunder, 
the little we fpend together hardly compenfates for 
paffing the greatefl part of my life id a Arong con- 
tempt, or, at beft, ioflpidjtaiielefs apathy to every 

thing I hear or fee. As we are on this topic, 

I will venture to fay, what to any body elfe who did 
not know me very well, would appear vaftly im- 
pertioent, and vain,- -that I have often, in the 
company of fools, been afliamed to give any proofs 
of the little underftandiog which providence Has 
blefl me with ; and have left a parcel of idiota 
thorpughlyfatisfied, that I was, by many degrees, 
£llier than any of the fett. 

Adieu ! 

FRANCE^. 



HIATUS. 
LETTER CLI. 

My dear Heloise, 

TH A T I have (hewn you any beauties in your 
poem, which you obferved not before, is owing 
to the eye not feeing itfelf, but by refleirion ; and, 
likea mirrour, ' have but barely; fpc//^^^ the form, not 
capable of improving it: But 1 have this advantage 
in the fimile, that the fubftance of your dear image 
fliall always remain with me, tho' the ftiadbw of it 

Ihould be vaniflbied, ^ 

L 6 « A3 
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,^ A& learoedcommeotators vkw 

*< Mofc things in Horner^ than le'er Homer kaexirv 

%o it is the chara£ler.of all perfons of genius to fay 
things, the beauties of which they were not aware 
of: For, as all truth; harmotry, and order are but 
the exprcflrons of the innate ideas of a perfeft mind^ 
it is natural' for the human foul, exerted to its pro* 
per fi)rce, to hint, unconfcious, atfcicnce or philo- 
fophy, which it h^dnevcr learned or thought oft 
The utmofl of my art can but explain your wit or 
ftnfc, not improve them ; and, as indeed you havis 
more of both, than it is poflibleyour youth and in*- 
exp litnce fllould liavc (kill enough to find out, if 
fhi'Ibe henceforth my pleafing taflc to make that 
mine current,* which * (hines by ufe, andj like other 
treafures, increafes by comifeunlcation. 

I do not recolleft what lines of mine yon hint at ; 
If you mention ih)?m more particularly, 1 fhall fen4 
thism, to (hew my obedience, even after your's. 

I am flill in tire fame ftudy of Montaigne, and 

Rave begun him again, in the old edition I had 

rormerly -by me; as, perhaps, that may give me 

%ht into fome p^ffages, which are .very obfcurely 

tranflated in.the new^one; and the prefs of this is 

2iK) the moft inrperfeft I ever faw of any book. The 

errors, which the fenfe can fet you right in, are n«t 

^^vr^U^}* but there are fonse very unlucky ones, 

^.^ lead 3:011. quite aOr ay from the fubjeft ; as, 

Y^9 P^^' you on your guard, as you go thro*'it. 
•ftfl'ion^r^'^^' ' never received more pleafdre or fatis- 
hns a tho "^ ^^^ author, in my life, than this. He 
::arure, a '^j^^'^ knowledge of the world and human 
were cvcr" ^^^^^ wlt thatt^ all the epigrams which 
. ' '^^ hclh ve^*^^^^ ' and^many poetical flights, which 
• ^ ** ^* I ever read, might be proud to own. 

: H« 
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He has a feofe, which I am fond of, more improved 
Uy thoQght and refledion, than Aody or learning ; 
an underftanding free frOllI^ prejudice, and ajudg« 
ment formed from a natural difcernmeat, and not' 
firamed upon the^oArines or opinions of others. 

His fentiments^ are every- where juft and- noble, 
and there is a certain freedom in bis flilei^ and bold- 
neb in his expreffion, which are Arong enough to 
break even thro' both his traoflators^ As for what 
I have heard fome fmall critics cavil at, that he is 
always talking of himfelf^ is it improper to fpeak 
about what he profefTedly makes bis fubjedi ? He 
treats of human nature in generaU^then himfelf 
ought to be his particular fludy : What- he fays of 
others, he can only guefs at, but what he fays of 
himfeljf, he may be ftire of; He fpcaks often too 
grofsly, it is faid ; and it is certain he does^-— bnt 
then the freedom of his defcrijirions, andcApceflioos 
io ihofe palTageSy are only (hocking to ihofe to 
whom the ftudy of anatomy would be obfcene. In 
Ih'ort, I highly efteem his writings, andgreatly^-ho- 
nour his mepp]^> 

In his (hortcfiay uponmonftrous births, which I 
read over this morning, he makes'a very fine obfer- 

vaiion, which has amufed me greatly, that, 

perhaps, what we look upon as monfters, may not 
be really fo in the eye of Providence ; for nothing 
can be contrary to nature, unlefs we miftake cuftoro, 
as' I have faid before is often done, for nature ; and 
thefe heterocUte creatures may, perhaps, have rela- 
tion to a fpecies of the fame kind, unknown to man. 
I am particularly pleafed with this philofophick turn 
ofthooght, as it takes off greatly from the offence, 

which fuch obfcene fights naturally,-- 1 mean, 

ufually give us. This fentiment 1 (hall extend far- 
ther, with relation to-thofc extraordinary fpirrts in 
virtue, or fcience, who feem to excel mankind, as 
>f ibey were of a higher fjpecies^ and may^ perhaps, 

have 



2^ LETTERS bfiwen 

hv9€ rslatkn to a nobler rank of beings ; but Tenl 
down a dafs, or more, lower, for fixne offence in 
tbetr former ftate ; and obUged to earn their way up 
again to their loft dignity ; according to a difci- 
plioev I fomewhere read of and was pleafed with, in 
an army, where the greateft officer, upon any error, 
or breach of bis duty, was degraded to ibme inferior 
ftation, according to kis fault, and fo reduced to 
fight bis way back again to his forfeited rank. Or, 
perhaps, thefe rare Genii are now and then dropped 
•among us, to raife our emuhtion in virtue or know- 
ledge $ or, it may be, to hint to us mortal s, that 
the ordinary race of man is not the greateft work 
of God ; which, however, a very little refledion 
upon Providence niight convince us of; for God, 
as ft has been elfewhere obferved, all-powerfuls 
may not reft at a creature fo imperfect as man. 
Farewel, my dear Heloife ! and believe me 

your faithful Abb lard.. 



LETTER CLII. 
Dear Harry, 

T H AVE obferved fince you left town, that the 
•* letters, which have pafled between us, have not 
hid the leaft air of a correfpoodeace. Your*s, in- 
deed, arc infinitely fuperior to any thing I have 
ever feen under that denomination, being regular 
£ni(hed enfays; while mine have been mere acknow- 
tedgemeots for the receipt of fuch a treafure. And 
r^\ ^'^y tinic, I have chanced to vary from the 
n ual form, and given expreflion to my own 
noughts, which are only filled with tendernefs for 
of the^^** ^^^^ ?^^ deigned to take the leaft notice 
be mo^ ^^ illuftrate this truth, can any thing 
aafwer ^^^^J^^^'^^inary, than your addrefliog your 
* the moil importani concern of my life, 

to 
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foKiHf } y^t write to me by tlite fadie!pcft> mth^ 
o»t ev<6f toeDtidoidg k ? Howdver^ the m^ans cab* 
not rob iDt of che pleafuUpe I take it knowiog you 
are welK 

Whatever efffefl fplecn ntay ha^e on my mind, I 
do adure yoa, my body^ nHthoot ihat, is much dff- 
ordered : Bat I h^^ every thiag from ckar air, 
i^urarlty, and cooteot ^ none of which I have the 
leaft expcAation of enjoying tn Dublin, tho* I 
1>ettSV& 1 IttStl n5t go above 'five oi fix miles Troin 
it; in purfuit of them all. My fchem^, with regard 

to Wedmeath, is quite changed, but more of 

this vtiitn we meet. You flatter ine with the hopes 
of feeing you — ^Do you really think of coming ? 
Tell me, and when ? 

Mr. and Mrs. ■■ ' have left t6wo. Mr. m ■■ 
goes to England next Monday : I am Jufl gcvng ta 
bid him adreu. Indeed I fhaH be the moil difcon- 
folate of all mortals, left among thofe, whoferve 
only to debar me of the pleafnre of foFitude, and 
remind me of the abfence of them I love. I deteft 
going abroad, yet muft be obliged to it, and it witt 
be impoffible to bear home without a companion, 
or the liberty of reading : Which laft, ihouidlat-* 
tempt, would not only be impraf^tcable, but ex^ 
plained into an a£t of the higheft difregard and 

ingratitude, by my aunt. Is not this a pleafant 

iituation ! 

I have read fix or feven chapters of Montaigne; 
but, as I read regularly, am not come to that you 
lately mentioned. I like him vafily, and have a kind 
bPpleafure in recalling the ideas he infpired me with 
fome years ago. I am alhamed, and forry to tdl 
you, that I think my underftanding and judgment 
were infinitely fuperior, even in my childifii days, 
to what they are at prefent. I can only account for 
it bymy thoughts being more diilipated, and eagerly 
engaged in a variety of poifoits^ than they then 

were} 
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^vcre: And there being, ttfirlV, bat a flight f4ini« 
dation,ilwM iattrel^deftroyedinthe dtt^fioa. I will 
not expatiate farther ontbc^e merits, which, as I no 
longer poflefs them, may appear to you quite ima- 
ginary y bat*(hatl boildaU my hopes of your regard 
on onff which neither time nor chance can alter— 
that of being fmcerely and af&ftionately 

Your's. 



iVMHMirfh 



H 



LETTER CLIir. 

Belmont. 

OW^ couid^ yon > take me to taflc fo unfairly as 
you did, about my carel^flnefs, with regard to 
-your inquiries? RecoHed yourfelf of my^ letter to 
Kitty, you*lI fiad^ when I had fealed mine to you, 
that poft, George brought me your* letter from 
••^-*-«— • I was then ^wricingto Kitty about bufi* 
ncTs, and I thought the account of my health would 
come as quickly to you by a paragraph it her letter, 
as if I had broke open a feal, to inform you of it in 
your's. This would have been fnch* a piece of for- 
mality as I would be very forry we were upon terms 
to require. As for the critical and philofophicil 
fubjcfts of my letiersi which you fo gentcely rcprt- 
marul, let me make this apology for them : That 
they never once diverted me from anfweriog, and 
obferving upon every fingle paragraph of your let- 
ters; and I only eflay my own fund, when J have 
nothing better to comment upon. 

Your obfervation upoQ difagreeable company is 
very pretty, and juft. They deftroy the pleafures 
of folkude, but leave us the iikfome part of it; 
which is, the remembrance of our abfcnt friends ; 
and this too ia a Wronger manner tlian when alone, 
by affording us an opportunity of compaiifoa. I 
^ am fure you make a provoking comparifoa bet *recn 
• ' your 



HENRY tfwrf FRANCES. ajj 

your former and prefent underftanding ; and the 
reafon that you thought better of the firft, was, 
becaufe it was the weakeft* Oar humility increafes. 
ia proportion to* our fenfe and knowledge. A pcr- 
foa Tn a valley is infenfible of the narrow circum- 
ference of his light ; but mountic^g up the hil4^ the 
extent of profpedl betrays the (hort limits of that 
fenfe. If you will reft your opinion upon my judg- 
ment in this matter, be afllired that I never faid any 
thing either of your fenfe, wit, tafte, or other me- 
rits, that I did not really think to the full extciX 
of the letter. 

I am,, my deareft Fannys your'iS) 

Au pied du lettre^ 



HIATUS. 
LETTER CLIV, 

Dear Fannt, 

*np H E lines you deffrtf, are not virorth fending- ;: 
-*• but to wrhe good verfes is one thing, and to» 
•bey lis another ; fo> according to your commands^, 
take what follows. 



A vile phrafe, and worfe matter ; but both prefeD- 
aBle to the fubjeft. I fufpeft thefe were not the 
lines you enquired for; and. fancy thofe wrote in a 
young lady's prayer-book, were what you meantj 
^o! I believe I gave you them before. They had 

foiBft: 
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fome fpiril in them, bot alladed to fccrct hiftory fo 
much, that they could not be underftood without a 
comment, which I (hall never gite. 

Let us now proceed to profc, for I look upon 
verfc, I mean rhyme, to be fuch a device for read- 
ing or writing, as the jingling bells which carters 
nfe, that arc (nppofed to encourage their brutes to 
labour with morechearfalnefs ; and I ftiall ever ho- 
nour that critick, in the cJafs of falfe tafte, wha 
faid that Milton wanted only the ornament of 
rhyme, to render him perfect. Such a genius 
would cut all the trees of a forcft Into pyramids^^ 
and falhion monnt Athos ioto the" figure of a man ; 
as was projefted once by Alexander, and (hew the 
power of art, by it's violence upon nature. 

To give you my opinion of rhyme, 1 look upoft 
punb to be a fpecies of it, as they are a jingling of 
words, and a tinkling of founds. Indeed, thofe^ 
who can write like you, may becxcufed, where the 
real beauties of poetry render liie reader infenfiUe 
to the crambo ^ but then this apology is fuch a one, 
as is made for the quibbling of Shake(pear, t)iat 
the falfe rcHfli of the age required fuch a conde* 
fcenfion. You ule verfe as you do doaths ; not for 
the ornament, but in compliance ta cuAona; not 
becaufe you have one btemifh to cov«r, but becaafc 
yon can afibrd to hide many beauties. 

I left "Belmont tVis morning, not that I had finifli- 
ed my bufinefs there, but becaufe I had read oat 
the only book I had with me ; and was then ex- 
pofed to the mercy of the winds and rains, which 
have been very fevere there this week. * 

The only fault I find in Montaigne, is the profo- 
lion of quotations he interfpeffes thro' all his works. 
It is necefliry fometimes to illuftrate our reafoo- 
ings by examples ; but thefe fhould be drawn from 
wr own obfervations, rather than the fcntimcnts 

of 
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ofothefs. When we treat of Death, Immoriality, 
&c. why need we produce the opinions of Plato, or 
Seneca, upon thefe fobjefts ?" We dare not depend 
on oar own ftrength, but lean upon others, and 
often fupport weak judgments by the force of au- 
thority. This h one of the reafotw we make fucb 
flow progrefs, of late, in fcience or philofophy i for 
we follow one another in fuch beaten^ tracks, that our 
view cannot be extended farther than to the perfon, 
who goes before irs ; and are afraid of turning ta 
the right, or!eft,.left wfe (hould lofe our way. I 
am fo diffatisfied with quotations, that I run into 
the contrary extrenxc, and endeavour to avoid them, 
as much as others do to brrog them in ; infomuch 
that I often fhun the very thoughts, which naturally 
occur to roe in writing or fpe^tog, if I recolleft 
fhey have been made ufe of, upon the fame occafioa 
before, t'his is, perhaps, an affeftalion greater 
tlian 4he other; and may fall under the cenfure 
objcfled to wrltmgs of this kind, that thofe, who 
will not cotidefcend to fay afny thing, whicfe 'has 
been fald before thertf ; WiH probably fiever fay any 
thing, which will be quoted after them. But this 
iaft nicety, perhaps, I owe 40 ny -cor refpondcB ge 
with you, left I ihoold be fufpefted of plagiarifm ;. 
as you have read t^erjr thing, M^lch I am capable 
of iinderftanding-) y6i;^I;l|aTe ajinorefitnnbiereafoQ' 
for avoiding quotations; that 1 don't care to give 
people SKI o^oi-tybitjic loT'^iaaGIni^ «diD{iarifoQS to 
my difadvantage. 

Therfe is a pifla'ge in Montaigne, >Birhic1l I am 
partkularly fl^ttei'ed With, becaufe it' '^tits me in 
mibd of a bold expreiffida and fentltti^nr of mine, 
fa a fort^er Jettref-'to Wu ♦ ; " that I 'h|id fo eoni- 
" fileat a 'p<5ffe(t56riOT,yoti, that I enjoyed your very 
.•• . abfebce," orwdrds to'tlut ftirfofe. 'SiJeakio'g 
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of a friend, he loved, he lays, •* A t corrcfpondenter 
" deflroys abfence, as it gives us a liberty of con^ 
•' verCng together. We better filled, andextended 
** the pofTcffioaoflife, io being parted. He lived, 
'* rejoiced, and faw for me, and I for him, as plainly 
** as if he bad himfclf been there. One part re- 
*' mained idle> and we confounded one another, 
" when-vve were together. Diftance of place ren«- 
■' dered the coojtinftion of our wills more rich, 
•* The infatiabJe defire of perfonal prefence, fome- 
•' what implies weaknefs ia the fruition of fouls/' 
Nothing can be more finely imagined, or better ex^- 
prefTed, than this whole paflage ; after which, I will 
not venture to add any thing of my own, but coa- 
ilude In his words ; " While natural convenienc'us 
'* fail, let us fupply the defeat with thofe that arc- 
•* aitificiair* 

Farewell, my love> my friend ! 

HENRY. 

f Writing relieves ablence: it is an extraordinary 
tBing, chat the wcry d^oa< which marks it xiioft, fhould 
make us feel it lead,. Ucnrj. 



HIATUS. 
L E T? T Eft eLv; 

FRANCES: tor HE^K.Y. 

^HOUGH. I hava been, ever fijice I came to 
'*' town, overwhelmed with bufinefs, I cannot fay 
that I am di(pleafed at this embarras du monde, as it 
prevents my having, leifu re to indulge gloomy re- 
dedlions, which are the certain confequence of in- 
dolence and inaftivity ; And, though my fpirits arc 
too weak to bear much fatigue, I would prefer tho 
W)ft. laborious life to the melancholy hours. I. fotine- 
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dmes pafs ; not for want of employment, but refo- 
lution to employ myfelf. 

I am, however, far from being fatisfied with my 
prefent condition ; for I, almoft hourly, find the 
want of a reafonable companion; who, by partici- 
pating in my concerns, or approving my aftions, 
would double my affiduity, and, of courfe, my fuc- 
cdfs^ And this leads me to mention two things I 
have often thought o f ■ ■ Firft, Providence cer- 
tainly defigned us focial creatures ; and that our 
greateft happinefs on earth, and firongeft purfuit, 
is the enjoyment of a rational and tender friendfhip; 
which cannot be attained without devoting the 
greateft and beft part of our lives to this fingle 
purpofe; for I am thoroughly convinced, that fin- 
cere love, or real friendfhip, never was contracted 
after. the age of forty: The mind then takes ano- 
ther turn, grows callous to the tender, foft impref- 
fions of humanity, and is in purfuit of enjoyments 
direftly oppofite to thofe, the firft, and beft . 
unlefs before engaged in the dear tjes of hufband, 
or of friend; if fo, each day adds ftrength to the 
t>lefl: union, and deals the fting from forrow and 
from care. Can we then, my deareft Jife, without 
arraigning the goodnefs and wifdom of the divine 
Being, fuppofc that, from the higheft excellence of 
our nature, we (hould be engaged in laudable pur* 
fuits, which are to take up the beft and happieft 
part of our lives ; and that, after having been at 
innumerable pains to obtain them, the enjoyment 
/hould ceafe, juft when we are capable of it, by 
putting off this frail mortality ? No— it cannot be! 
With thee I'll range the liquid fields of air, wander 
through all the immenfity of bllfs, and find none 
icqual to thy dear fociety ; fo fix my heaven there, 
I grow quite an enthufiaft on this fubjeft ; and, 
of courfe, talk an infinite deal of nonfenfe ; but fure 
you will cxcufe me, when I folemnly declare, I have 

no 
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so idea ofhappiads, either of this world or the oext, 
vnfliared by thee. 

The fecond rhiag It^ave to mention is, my fur- 
prize at your beiog able to Uvefo loog alone ; ^' fofi 
** in uoequals, what fociely V And fure you ap- 
pear to me like Adam, before ^* the laft and beil 
'^ of all God's works" was foi^Eted ; dignified with) 
and confcious of that fuperiprity ^e felt, amidft his . 
'vaflai brutes : Yet could equaiity alone render fo- 
dety agreeable to you, you muft^ indeed, coadema 
yourfelf to a perpetual folltude $ for, in diatofe, I 
Inow not where it would be poffible for you to 
Hod a companioo. 

lam but jufi come home from -^ r- My watch 

lies on the table, aa4 points to tweWe; foIoD^ 
bid you a thoufapd times gopd- night. 

FRAHCES. 



j LETTER. CLVL* 

I . My dear Fan NT, Belmont* 

J -SETofFin Thurfday's (lage, the 2jth inftant; 
-■ and beg you will get fon^e lodging for me. 

I received a letter from you on Saturday laft, and 

another this day : And, firft.of the firft. I am^^ry 

glad you got fefe to town : But why all this plain- 

tivcnefs ? Why wiH you eternally doubt my tendcr- 

nefs for you ? Obfcrve, that there is a chiHifc? and 

a manly one : Perhaps I am a child in every thing 

elfe ; and then one may fufpeft, if I do not appear 

fo in this, it is becaufe I want the feeling: Bo^" 

you will allow me to be a man in other things, why 

^^'ili you not judge of me all together ? If my letters 

«nd behaviour differ, it is becaufe one proceeds from 

^^e lentiments I have toward you, aad the other 

• One of the Icttpra wk\A ihia anfwers h}o\ 

3 frott 
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from a certain aonchalancci or want of earneflneb 
in my mannerSj which has been often miiinter- 
|)reted. 

What you fay with regard to love and friend(hi.p 
is certainly juft, as it is ingenious alfo^ * The plea- 
fures of thofe afFediions are the greateft enjoyments 
X}{ life: How careful ought we then to be to cheriQi 
ihem in their proper £eafon ! which does not ex- 
pend even ki far as you mention : And yet we have 
a long life to labour tbrough after that acra, which 
would lag heavily along without thofe helps. 

The opimon of a continued converfe after death 
Jias 'been oken difputed, and by me too : But I 
will come over to your fentimem, for this conclufive 
jeafon ; We are to be happy after death. Provi- 
dence always a<98 by the moft continued, uniform^ 
und conAant means. Love and friendship are the 
liighefl enjoyments of mortals: They are likewife 
in the feries of virtue. Would it not be caprice in 
Providence, to give us new objeAs and ftrange af- 
fe£)ions, when we can be made as happy by the 
improvement of the former, as by the enjoyment 
X)f any other * ? I will never change my opinioQ 
more on this fubjeA, for your fake, my fweet girl^ 
srhofe charms (pardon theqnibblej I wi(h to enjo^, 
i?cth above and ^d^w ; and in that wi£h I live, and in 
^bat hope, I die, 

Your's, all your*s, and only your's. 

HENRY. 

■* Hear wlut a great father of the church fays upon 
ihis fubjed, 

Certum eft, bsatos homines omnes ab omnibus vidert 
<t fcirt, et iau^r te famiiiariter verfari, at am C3s et 
^oximus. JBeUarmin de sterna felicitate* 
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L E T T S R CLVtl. 

HENRY to FRANCES. 

Kilkenny. 

1A M come fo far on my way to Dublin, and (hali 
be able to receive - juft one letter from you, be- 
fore I leave it. My uncle is in the gout, which wjjl 
not mend his temper; and the three women,Ilctt 
behind me, are in a hopeful way with him, and he, 
of confequence, extremely unhappy with them ; tor 
Providence has ordered it's eternal laws fo equita- 
bly, that whoever makes another unhappy by per- 
verfenefs of temper makes himfelf no lefs fo. » 
have more indulgence for great vices, than for tna 
peevifti unfociable humour, which men ablurciiy 
contraft at that flage of life, when they ftand moi 
in need of all the friendly, amufing, * and iociai 
helps, to aid them through. The other vicesnavc 
nature on their fide, or allurements and tcroptatiODS, 
to excufe them ; but morofenefs is contrary to na- 
ture, (whodiffufts chearfulnefsamongaUher wofKs; 

and is alfo a felf-torment in the very exercifc. ^ 
I have often faid, I looked upon chearfulnefs to w 
an hymn to Providence, as well as a ^^^^^J^^ff^Q 
tionofa virtuous mind, fo, lam almoft ^ ^ 
affirm, that ill-humour is blafphemy in the a"» f ^ 
a moral vice in the difpofiiion : Nay, to pro^^ *, 
vice, by the ftrift rules of logic, I affirm ii'^J^ 
a thing diametrically oppofite to the nature ot v 
tue ; for, as that is it's own reward, this is it so 

*^"?t is obferved by Addifon, that few people g 
all the qualities requifite to render life agree^^. • 
But there arc two indifpeofably neceffaryj ^^"^ 

• Subfiiia fcncaufj. 

gre 
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are ia every one's power ; chcarfiilncfs and con- 
ftancy. Now he who wants cither of ihefe, may 
be coDdemned ; while thofe, who fall ftiort in the 
gifts of nature, ought only to be pitied. Here it 
may be proper to fay fomething in my own defence, 
who feem to labour under this rule, infome people's 
opinion; but obfervc there may be chearfulnefe 
without mirth, and conftancy without profefling, . 
I am, my dearcft pet, 

Your's finccrely, 

HENRY. 



I 



LETTER CLVIII. 
HENRY to FRANCES. 

Kilkenny. 

T may feem idle to write you a letter now, which 
you will get but a- few hours before I fee you ; 
but 1 do it, perhaps^ to (hew you I have not fo 
mean a confideration for you, as to favc}'ou a groat; 
though I am fure, as I have no letter of your's to 
anfwer/that I (hall not be able to fay any thing 
which can defray the expence. 

Our aflizes ended this day, by the execution of 

all the condemned; among whom was Roberts, a 

rogue of fome confequence. When I heard the 

guards coming down the flreet, I retired to a back 

room, as it is not a fpeflacle I care to look on ; but, 

confidering it as an objefl which might giveoccaflon 

to fome nfeful refledlions, I returned, and faw them 

pafsby. The firft thought which occurred tome was 

that I (hould be glad to have been, for fome time, in 

their fituation, out of curiofity, to know how a man 

feels, or imagines, in fuch (hocking circumftances ; 

for the mere defcription of any thing does not fuffi- 

cientty fatisfy me. I (hould be alfoglad, more parti- 

VoL. I. M cularly, 
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cularly, to know how I Ibould behave myfelf, upon 
Tuch an occaflon ; whether I fhould feel myfclf moft 
conceraed for my crime, or fhocked at the punifh- 
meut; whether my hopes, thro' the merit of repen- 
tance, wotild be fufficient to fupport me through the 
terrors; if the (hame, or pain, would afflift me 
iDofl; whether I (hould a^ Jike a madman, or a 
fool ; and, laftly, whether I could have ftrcngth of 
mind fufficient to fupport that calm and philofo* 
phick temper at my death, which great part of my 
lifp has been laid out in endeavouring to attain. 
With regard to the wretches themfelves, 1 had one 
comfortable reflexion, which will henceforward 
take off greatly from the (hock, which executions 
of this kind give to the bomane mind ; That few 
cf fuch creatures ever reclaim of themfelves ; but, 
proceeding in a fer ies of iniquity, die without re- 

Sntanee. in this particular, the executed male- 
9or has a gre^t advantage above the rogue who 
efcapes. The condemned man has that benefit 
which the Pfalmift prays for fo emphatically: 
*« 7 each me, O Lord, fo to number my days, that 
** I may apply my heart unto wifdom !" And I 
think that the higheft crimes, fincerely repented of, 
(hail meet more favour in the next world, than 
kfTer ofFences, uoatoned by furrow and contrition *. 
I Hiall purfue thefe gallows meditations no farther; 
but only obferve to you, the powerful effedt of this 
great falvo of repentance, toward the perfeft quic- 
tifm of a mind, the leaft imbued with reUgion, 
though untutored by pbilofophy, in the inftance ci 
Roberts, this day; who, jud before he mounted 
the ladder, declared he would not change his prc- 
ient iituation with any man in the world. 

I am, my deareft Fanny, 

Sincerely year's. 

• I liave beard an old exf^rcflioA upon feme fuch tf 
fleaion as the above, " That roorc foidft^go t«> H^veti 
** from the gajloi^s than the grave." 



1 
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HI AT VS. 
LETTER CLlSt. 

Dear Fanny, 

AM alone here ; for my uncle is in the rheama« 
ta&ii agaid at ' ' '. I want nothing, but you^ 
to compkar 017* happtnefs here. You cannot hna* 
ginetbe difFereiitfeDfaliioQs.I hare in this prefent 
Tac^oB, from what J am feniible of, when I have 
peevifti or difficult people to deal with. In fliort, 
peace is to the rnind^ what health is to the body, 
grace to religion, and chearfulaefs to virtue. 
Wlthour thefe enliveoing qualities, how dead 
and inaftivc arc all their fubjefts! Without 
tfaem all, how poor an animal is man ! When 
endowed with them, what a noble and amiable 
creature I The love of gods, and the emulating 
envy of angels ! Nay» how much more glorious is 
the (late of a good man, than even angels them- 
felves! Wefuppofe rhcm, at firft, made perfeft, 
atid guiltlefs to fin j but mere man, by the power of 
bis own virtue, can rcuder himfelf equal to that 
pterfedHoli, whi^h was, at on^c, the aft of omnipo- 
tence, with regard to them. You fee I lay hold on 
eV^ry fair occafion of raifing the dignity of human 
nature above the difingenuous and unphilofophick 
farcafms of Theophraftns, La Bruyere, Rochefou- 
cauk, Swift, and the tribe of authors of that (lamp. 
Such /tf#r///r are unjuftly ftUcd moraHfls \ which is 
the title they vainly arrogate to themklves, 

I am, my deareft Fanny, 

Impatiently your'i. 



M a 
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LETTER CLX. 

Dear Fan NY, 

T H A V E begun Orrery's Pliny, and, as I go thro* 
''' it, (hall give you my criticifms, or rather obfer- 
vatioQs upon it. 

The tranflator, and his author, have this in 
common with each other : The fortune, or misfor- 
tune, juft as it happens, of having had tvo wives; 
but there is this difference between them, that no 
poet, or hiftorian, has mentioned the Roman's firft 
wife, nor has be even given us any character of her; 
but lord Orrery has immortaliz'd his, in a note on 
the fecond volume, which I remember, you fhewed 
me lately, and has alfo a pledge by her, which, if 
lord Boyle fulfils his early promifes, will make her 
live again to the prefent times, as my lord has taken 
care flie (hall to all future. Perhaps Fliny, from a 
delicacy of fentiment, or cautioufnefs of manners, 
did not venture to pay any compliments to the me* 
rooryofhis firft wife, during the life of the fecond; 
but if he had had the addrefs of his tranflator, be 
might have made an equal compliment to both ; and 
if he had the fame re^fon for doing fo, I (hoeld 
think his happinefs equal even to his merits* 

But though,after Ate manner of Plutarch, I draw 
a parallel between two great men of diiFerent na-* 
tions, I do notinfift fo much upon this accidental 
likenefs, as I do upon a natural one; in which, 
from the text of one, and the comment of the other, 
I find an amiable refemblaiice, which is their noble 
fentimentsof virtue, and their generous and humane 
difpoficions toward mankind in general. To prove 
the j^lkenefs in a flronger inftance, I (hall obferve, 
that lord Orrery is equa Ito a greater work than 
this trandation; but not being under the necei&ty 
of writing either for money, or fame, (fortune hav- 
ing 
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iog fiived hitn poe, and his virtae the other, as the 
chara£)er of a good man is higher than that of aa 
author) he was al liberty to follow his own inclina- 
tions, and the fympathy of honeft minds attradled 
him to this particular work. I have obferved, up- 
on this occafion, fomething greatly to the advan- 
tage of the commentator; that Pliny, from his 
feveral and frequent, generous and entbufiaflick 
remembrance of bis particular friends, feems to rife 
from individuals to the whole ; according to that 
much admired, but fanciful fimile of Pope's, of a 
pebble thrown into a ftahdiog'lake ; but Orrery 
leexns to take the f^nie of •fecial love, in a nobler 
view, as his fentrments are more general on this 
head, and (eem to begin at the outermoft circle^ 
which was the manner I uTed to reverfe that {imile, 
when yoii atid I. read or mentioned it together. 
Indeed, through the courfeof whatoccafional read- 
log I have had of this tr^nOattpn, I prefer lord Or- 
rery's fentitneBts upon this head, before his other 
cricicifms. ' . Pei1)apd, an4 I hope, I have a beuer 
heart for one, than I ha^e a head for the other i or 
rather, which is the more probable, nature has en* 
idowed lord Orrery more in one way, than it is in 
the pover of learning to equal in the other. I have 
the Latin Pliny by me, but fhall not compare them 
togerher for this firft reading, becaufe^ my remarks 
are meant for yoif, tlot for the world. 

I hope to hear a good account of your health, in 
anfwer to npy laft letter, or I (hall fend you off to 
Campania, which might then be ftiled Farlix. 
- Farewel, my charming * Nereid ! and believe me 
as conftantly yours, as the element you bathe in ebbs 
and flows i though my afFe£lion only knows the 

* She was al tiie Black-Rode'. 

M 3 latter I 



246 LETTERS htwan 

latter ; and does not* like ^be iba^ ^^ follow flill 
** the cbanges of the mooo." 

r, . • Yoiir'S) 

HENRY. 



LET T E R CLXI. 

My dear Fanny, 

T R EC E I VE'D yonr*«-froci ^he Rock, and am 
-* ^xceffively concerned at the, a^'cjouxit you give 
me about lady L-*— « — ^. H^r death, which God 
forbid, I flioold reckon amoqg nay lOM^rtuQ^s | for 
I feel for every mifhap which ^lls g^on the worthy. 
You aik my opinion of lady — '*s t>eli|kTk>ur 
upon this occafion ; and ^h trut^ f Am charmed 
with it. I always admire inftaoce^of /ortitude moH 
in thofe perfon^t who do n.Qt^iSV) kBp cliaia^is 
of philofophers i Becaufeope T^*ji j^^eft^y ri 
infuch a cafe, that the part.i? Qoijjifi^j ,^ perfoa 
who felt lefs than'./he. dfid^' V^uI'dpco^^bly .have 
a^ed a part mor^ feemly, to 'ordij[»ry kppceJ^a- 
fions ; as cowards turn briavps to di^yife their 
fears. . / 

If I fet Maidenhall, I will build fomewhere on 
the feacoaft, my favourite fitUfk.tlQa; and| rendered 
jftill more fo to me by a roman'tjclc yrhim, that pof- 
iibly I might have the happy oDgoriuni^y^ at feme 
time of m'y life, of affording relief |o perjotns in the 
highefl human diftrels i juft afte^ ^' (liipiwr^ck. But 
from your laft letter, I haye a better re9foa to love 
the fea than all I have mentioned ; as you fay you 
receive benefit from it. May halcyon d^ys attend 
my Httle King's filher ! I wifh We had the fame 
reafoa to require them- 
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I am eiLtreaiely antgry with Kitty ; fiich irrcfo- 
lutioQ may reDder her life uohappy ; and I think 
(he has bid fair for it already. 

In the preface to Orrery's Pliny you have a learn- 
ed eflay upon the Roman recefTes, places of exercifCf 
and their baths, which is ao amufing treatife, con- 
fjdered by itfelf i but I don't fee, at prefent,nor do I 
reaiember, in my former reading of the letters, any 
occaiion for fo ci itical a difcotfrfe on ihefe matters ; 
but I (hall havie patience, 'till I have gone mor^e 
regularly thro' the work. However, the fentiment^ 
or conclufion, be draws from the decay and ruin o£ 
thefe exCFaordinary and Aupendon^ works of humaa 

fpftndcur and a^gnificonCe^ (hall fatisfy. aiie, tho* 
(hould find no other purpofe in the efTay. See 
the kcond paragf^ph in tA^ tweo^rf6urth page of 
the preface, Fautfcoer's-ediMS^ 

*< The cload-capt tcrwcrs^ the gorgeous pa- 
laces, &c, , 

My lord thea goes on, from the bint of the decay 
of huoMUi gceati)efSft to confider the fubjeft in a 
higher suAaoce, and proceeds to give us a hiflory 
of the firft government of Rome, under the feven 
kings } and begins with a refie<^ioo, which (hews 
more the goodoefs of his heart, thaa a thorough 
knowJedge in poltikks. Why may not a rabble of; 
thieves, and vagabonds, form themfelves into a civil 
fociety, fubmit to. laws, and be paflive to authority ? 
Did not this world proceed from chaos ? Does not 
order fpring from confufion ? And does not all 
anarchy necefTarily end in fome form of govern* • 
ment > AftProvi(;|ence, ftedfaft to it*s purpofe, makea 
harmony proceed from the very war of elements. 
Nay, the meer neceffity of the thing muft have 
urg d fach men to this policy, for laws are more 
requifite among rogues, than aknong honed: menv 
Plato's Commoa wealth,. More's Eutopia, and fome 

M 4 other 
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other whimfical pieces of the fame kind, are to be 
coofider'd meerly a$ political romances, for true 
policy floariflies independent of the morals of indt* 
viduals} as dircipline makes better armies than 
courage. I am particularly fond of Harrington's 
Oceana, taking all his works together, which pro- 
pofts fuch an equilibrium of ftates, that puppets 
might be politick, and all the. devils in hell vir- 
tuoni ; tho' neither by individuals, yet both with 
regard to the whole ? Perhaps my mentioning Har- 
rington's works, at this time, may be hazardous, as 
it isobferv'd, that mod of our travelled young men 
in England, return home with Genevan principles. 
But take notice, that I fpeak to you, not to the 
world. 

Towards the end' of this preface, or efTay on the 
life of Pliny, lord Orrery fpeaks of the manner he 
ihould chufe to fpend the dofe of life ; which I am 
particularly pleased with : And it is fpoken like a 
man of fenfe, and virtue ; but the aAing according 
to this rational febeme is what muft determine his 
philofophy. It was faid by Solon to Croefus, that 
a man could not be ftil'd happy, or otherwife, 'till 
his death : Becaufe we are to be judg'd not by 
part, but the whole of ofur lives. Now I thuik, 
fuch an apothegm as this might be fram*d with 
regard to a man's fenfe, and underflanding ; for 
there are proper behaviours anddecorirais fnr every 
flage, and fcene of life : In any of which (hould a 
man be deficient, his charadler is broken in upon, 
as much as his happinefs is, from the lofs of health, 
fortune^ or honours. 

Your's, thro* every flagc of life. 

HENRY. 
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LETTER CLXII. 

Dear Fanut, 

i A M, at prefeet, iittlog In the midfl oF a Targe 
* field pf barley^ which 1 reaped the other day; 
and am taVing care of the binders aod flackers : 
'^hcrc are forty-jfeven women and fourteen men, ac 
ivork round about mc, wbik I an> reading Pllay> 
and writing to you. ' 

I think lord Orrery's comment iKpon the Seventh 
^iftle is extremely fine. The eighth epiflle of 
rliny has a great noblene&of fentiment, and a par* 
tlcular jnflnefs of thought. I love the fine flruggle 
between natural vanity, and the contempt of praife; 
whtch is obvious through the whole letter. It majE 
be Stoicifm> if you pleafe; but I never will admit 
any pretence to virtue to be true heroifm, which, 
feems to be above human nature, Vill it has firft 
Aewn its ftrife with tlie frailties of it. The ninth 
tpiftle was always a favourite of mine : But there 
was a note I expeded from lord Orrery upon this 
faflage, ** Thou art alm^ preferable,*' &c. There 
is no doobt but ^ny, if he had confulted his owa 
tade and indinattons, would have left out that ad- 
verb, and put in omnino^ or aitagether: But the pht- 
Ibfophcrs were obliged to fpeak of the tranquil jc^s 
of retired contemplation^ and learned lelfure. with 
fome caution and referve \ either becaufe the anti« 
cuts had fo often fpokeo, and written in fuch rap 
fhres oftheieplearures, tfiat the world had got into 
a kind of enthuTiafm, which alarmed governments, 
and fi^tes; and. the more particularly for this rea-. 
fob, that thbfe men, who are fitteft for the worlds* 
atfc moft'fond of retiring frooiit; or eHe Pfiny mo- 
derated his e^ftatlc foUoqtiy, becaufe he could not 
diifik a ttaa, who was retired from all bufiaefst^ 
cpnld be ^uite fo virtuous, or, at1ea(!| capable ^f 

Ms 
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excrcifing fo much virtue, as one who employed 
himfdf in the affairs of this worldl S fpr fome part of 
the ddty of a many bora a focial creature, muft be 
uegle ted. * 

in the comtjient upon the lad epitHe, ther^ is 
poetical wit in the allufion to Ajax's (nield. There 
h an expreflion in the fame comment, which I think 
exceptidliable : Speaking of the young men among 
the Romans, he calls th(;m ^entUw^n ; whfch,'bdng 
a modern phr^fe/Is' imprbperly appHed^ w6en we 
are fpeakiog of the antients. . 

The obfervationstipon the eleventh epiftle ke 




may 

•* like death to enemies, buries every fault, and 

♦* enlivens every virtue.** 

In the iaft paragraph of the comment tipon the 

aoth epiftle, there is a good d'eal of wjt and juftnefs 

in the fimile of lightning. TheWis alfo fomethirig 

extremely pretty in the annotation to the fecond 

epiflle of the fecond baoki in the allufioii to the 

flux apd reflux of the fea. The (ixth epiftte of the 

fame book pleafes tie mtuch, * t huve been alwaj^s. 

offended, when I h^Vefecn fqcfi Improper and pal- 

try diflinc|ion^ at tery.good table's, which I have 

often dioiie ; arid "always piilde it"a lUle^^fth niyfelf„ 

to take part with the defpiifed gli eft,* which ha& 

fometimes had the proper elFeft i^poa 'x\x€ enter- 

falner. ' ••' '^•" '' '''^''\\ ' 

t received your letter, wi^h lady'Ct^-T— "^ j.flpTdfcd, 

and am much obliged to her for reriSpm'bi;iDg 1ne>. 

^S'hich it feems flie ddes/by m^nil3in%13ra.I^ 

I'^novv.alreadw'iliatlairi noi'to exp'^fl mXhibs'; 
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from her kindnefs, in that particular y for I mea* 
tloned to yoii before Mr. — — *s anfwer to my Ict-^ 
ter, on that head. Now as I have a way of profiiiaft. 
fomething from every difappointmentin life, I (hall^ 
from this, have the fatisfadlion of feeling the grate-" 

ful fenfe of lady Q 's patronage, pure and 

unmixed, for the frlendfhip (he deiigoed me;, 
whereas, had I fucceeded, my acknowledgments' 
might be looked upon rather as a rejoicing at the- 
emoluments of it, than a giratitade for the favour 
iifelf. 

Now have at her tadyihip^s f crifs croft ■ ■ ■» 
A, then, is «•*•♦«•♦•♦ 

• »#«••«««•«•#* 

C fpends his rtme between books, muficic^ and the 
buiinefs of his farms ; has indeed an uncomfortable 
profpeA^ with r^ard to his fortunes; but has ^ 
certain (lurdinefs in bis nature, which helps tokeef^ 
up Us fpirits. He has that happy conftiturioo and 
tttraofmiod, that coutemplating every fortune or 
accident in this life, as he hopes to do when he is. 
out of it, he regards each incideat of k as a maa 
ihould dOf ^^ at the hour of death, or in (he day oF 
** judgmeat^;*' h that he is resolved to regulate 
his prcfent adioos upon that plan, which the age$„ 
ibmc centuries heoce^ (fhou Id bis nienv>ry laft Co 
long) (hall approve, or, at kaft, not coojdcmn ^ 
when all prejudices, private intereAs^ or partial ^ 
MaQ«AioQ5» iball be no soore. • • ^^ % * 

t* A. paij^raph of a ]'e:ter, inqtilr«ng after three ot- - 
four perfi>»i«, under the characters, of A, B, C, ^c 

S Ka^ laus, hie apex fapiencis eft, ea uiveotem ap« 
fCtttVf q/m morieittft forent appetenda* S jin «, 

M 4; 
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, The fourth letter ia the alphabet is, of courfe, 
D i but etcher the careleflbefs of her lady(hip's typo- 
graphy, or my own ready adaption of the letter, 
has made xne fix on O, which, from the figure,]|beiag 
the moft perfeft in geometry, feems to be^r the 
Reared analogy to the perfon decyphered by it. O { 
ngiay our loves, our joys, our days end, like the 
cirdcu as they have begun ! (for I keep no record 
. /Df^ime before our-firft acquaintance) and may our 
wifhes, like that too, have but one common center ! 

. I am concerned at your apprehenHons about lady 
L m' s face ; but more for her as a child, -than as a 
*vomao : For beauty is defirtble, when we can ex- 
pert nothing better ; but a woman may be amiable, 
without a iymmetry of features ; which I cannot 
inftaoce io y<»u, Jiecaufe I thiclL you haadfoaie ; but 
* lady O— — may fill the example, as (he was never 
reckoned a beauty : And may the mother *s. fortune 
uttead the child, to mifs a fop, and gain a man of 
ienfe I 

I am ibrry for the accident which happened to 
your eye ; But, if it ends only in a blemifh, I am 
quite eafy ; for Mens /ana in corpse fanQ compkats 
«Q my wiffies with regard to you. 
I am^ my dear Omicron, 

Your's, from, Alpha ta Omega- 

* Lady O rrfembles one of the ftatues fliled 

Siieni at Athens ; which appeared a plain figure on the 
oatfide, bat when you opened it, tbeibrm of a deity pre- 
sented itfelf to ^out view. Henry* 

'^he may be compared to SolOmon^s tcntsi ** They * 
'* were mean without, bnt adorned with precioos tfainn 
^•within,- FnANCES* 
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LETTER CLXIII. 
FRANCES to HENRY. 

H A T a fceoe of tranquil happinefs does tnf 
dear praflic philoTopher's letter prefeDt me 
with ! How earneftly, bow pailionatcly do I wiflk 
to ihare thofe rational delights, which he can, at 
once, partake and infpire ' How, ** altcgtther pre^ 
*< ferable** (hould I think it, to be feated by him 00 
an hillock of hay, contemplating the works of na- 
ture, while he deduced each obvious tSt^ from its 
firft great principle.; and made me iofe all wonder, 
in praife and gratitude to ihat Almighty Being, who 
^rft created, and then made him mine ! 

I fay, how much (bould I prefer ihat happy fitii- 
ation to a throne, without thee, thou deareA and. 
moft charming of thy fex ! Nor will I doubt, that 
nay fbaring would enhance the pleafures of retire- 
ment; for (blitude's the nurfe of love, as wdl at 
contemplation ; and 1 am very fure, were we to live 
but a few months in a calm fettled way together, 
you would be ioiinUely fonder of me than you are, 
or can be, at prefeat ; as I mak^ no doubt but we 
ibould then experience the charming theory you 
have fomewhere laid dowa : f *' Chearfulnefs with* 
^\ out mirth, gravity without fpleeo, and the 
*• warmelft love with the higheft efteena.**— -You 
will perhgps be furprtzed, wheo I tell you, that I 
How rejoice, fX what I have fooaetimes looked qd as 
the greateil jnisfor^uae of my life ; that we have 
cot yet lived together. We (hould have been mi* 
ferable, if that had happened two years ago. It is 
but a very (hort time, fioce I became thoroughly 
M^uaiaied with yoa : That knowledge has increafed 



my 
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my love and eftecm for you. You have introduced 
me to myfclf : Need I fay, that, by knowing my felf,, 
1 have triumphed over my grcatcft + foible ? And 
fore I cannot err greatly, after your pointing out 
my faults, when I declare, in the fincerity of my 
heart, that I have no will of my own, nor wifti, but 
that of rendering my little felf agreeable to you. — 
M it were not a work of fupererogation, 1 could even 
with that I had greater failings to furmount, as 
they woold be a ftill ftrooger proof of your love 
tmd mine. 

Though 1 remember the fub}e6^ of each particu- 
lar letter you ooention in Pliny, I will not pretend 
to fpeak my fentiments, as I have not the books by 
me; if I had, I (hou'd certainly ftart objeftions> 
for the pleafiirc of being refbtcfd by you 

I have not been at the Rock thefe ten days : I 
have lain in Abby flreet, fince I came to town, and 
am almoft killed with raking. I fhali not leave 
Dublin 'till Kitty does. 1 know you will be a little 
angry with this account of myfelf, 'till you rccdled^ 
that 1 have not feen her for fome months, and that 
the grcateft part of our converfation is about you ; 
which being a fubjeA I (ball never be weary of, I 
cannot thiukof quitting it wtchout relu6tance. 

With your*s 1 received a long letter from lady 
O^i ■ ; J think, according to your definition of it, 
the letter Ofs much better adapted to her than to 
me ; for flie is, indeed, the center of female perfe(« 

tioft. By her defire, I kiclofe you lord — 'a 

letter. Nothing caB be more elegant than yout 
fennimeots, witb regard to bet Imeniiooii xs> fei:T« 

f ** Her fpiWto ktndMo a IImi«„ ' 
^ M8«fd!«tillv<ligbt«ft «}ttd^4(rtAMn»/^ 

&W4»T coStsl^a. 
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I am va(l!y anxious to know what you have de«- 
termlued about § Maidenhail.— ^Kitty is tearing the 
pen out of my hand : When (hall I be able to 
write, or coflvcrfe with you, fans bterruption ? I 
can no longer withftand the riot round me ; but, 
though they force my hand away, my heart is un- 
alterably your's. 
^ •, FRANCES. 

' § It was advertifed to be jet at that time* 

HIATUS. 
LET T E R CLXIV. 

yjiOX^ fpeatc tfio hambly> my dear Fanny, abon^ 
' yoyr perfixa ; It is, t9 Qpy iikit)g, amiable i vaA 
ilo,c<^mpafifoa caj^re^disr it otberv^lfe to Qie« bul* 
that of yx^af iicKlerd^ndiag : Aod though age, or. 
iiciii^efss jn^y fQx(A% your coaimoQ a{d«iirera> 

' ♦* Beft quitted whh dlfdain j'* 

yet .yoijr pharmsp.to roe,, mud ftill remain : For^, 
t^oigh jjhe ii\m^ iui> (^i^fe.a bold exprefEon) 
annt^fliei tke j^^Mv>^lie fubflance ilill Jrei7aauis,th9 
ftrne, \ i : . . 

\ i apTorry you bad nothing more p^fH:qIar ta 
tell me, in your laft, about ^ar lady ; whffkj 

is a fpi^ cxpxe^ion apiong thie. aaiiei^s, £|guifying a 
pi^i^^^J^r Regard, or friend (hip, to any perfon. 

• I Kaf e genome the fine edition of the SpeAatora 
I promifed to feckd you. The papers I dcfjga 
to make part of a colledlton, (hinted to you in a 
f former letter), which* I mean to intkle, '^ the 
Solamea Miferis, or Cordial of Adverfity>^ ara 

t Utter CXVir. 

I ttombcift 
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numbers 210, 213. the laiter pari of 225, Z57, 
989,312,381,387, 408, 447, 459, 465,471, 
487, 49+>49S> 5»3. SI9' 5*0. 53'> 537. S43» 
571,600,601, 615, &21, 624,626,618,633, 
634, and 63;. There are but four papers in the 
Tillers to be added to them : Number 89, the firll 
part of number 170, Dumber 135, and 211.' I 
have not lotriced into the Guardian* lately, bat ftiall 
loon do it, with « view to this hnmane and oTefuI 
work. Writings of this Iclnd have adrntrahle cSeSls 
upon a mind rigbtjj turned : They hue qttelled all 
ambition in tne : they have reconciled me (o po- 
verty, rendered me iufce-warm 10 fame, have com- 
forted me in afSiflion, have even allei^ted paia, 
attd taken avSy the terrcrsof^cath ; At the fame 
time, they have enlivened my hope, enlarged my 
views, and opened Ach a glorions profpeft inta 
etemiiyi that tbe mind's eye but carelelly glances 
over every otgeft, which lies intermediate to it ; 
yet not with fuch an intetnpertte cnthufiafm, as to 
kinder » thorough refignation te the difpenlatiottt 
of Providence t for I contemplate the joys- of eter- 
nity, without any impatience for the pofTeJlion of 
them ; Which is oWing to the admirable contrV- 
vonce of the Almighty, who has given us fuch » 
(fthe pleafiires of hereafter, as may 
hope I but reilrained ns from fuck 
u might render ns impaticat ia ous 

lykrre! myfilendl nyoracte! 

HENRY. 
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LETTER CLXV. 

Dear Fanny, 

AS I have not received any letter from yon this 
poft« I (hall go on with my notes upon Plinyft 
and his tranflator. 

I think the tranflation is extremely well done, 
and the comments both learned and ingenious ; and 
as thtf are very full upon the text, there is but little 
room left for me to fay any thing upon the author ; 
fo that my bbfervations are mollly an hypercriticfc 
upon lord Orrery. 

I think his lordfhip (hews a noble fenfe of friend- 
{hip, both the pieafures and duties of it^ upon every 
occafion, which offers thro* this work. His com- 
ment upon the ninth epiftle of the fecond book ia 
what particularly puts me in mind of this, at pre- 
Tent. The fecond. paragraph of this comment 
makes a fentiment occur to me, which I think a very 
riefined one : and which pleafes me more, becaufe it 
is contrary to the common fenfe and opinion upon 
that head ; that <f ^o be thoroughly generous, we 
^' {hould liAen to acknowledgments i" as this, in 
a great meafure, eafes the grateful mind of the 
weight it lies under from the obligation. 

The light which Pliny places Marios Prifcus itt 
(fee the twelfth epifile of the fame book) is very 
flrong and remarkable. It fomewhat refembles a 
pillory, which gives a man elevation, to be fcofFed 
and pelted at* . One who retires from ignominy 
may fatisfy himfelf with the hope, that bis infamy 
is buried in oblivion ; but he who lives in the 
world, in' the midd of (hame, puts me in mind of 
that ftrong line of Pope's, 

•♦ And Cromwell damn'd to cverlafling fame/* 

. . Tbcr« 
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There is a pretty torn ofwit in the laft paragraph 
of the comment upon the thirteenth epiftle : and 
indeed lord Orrery has, in many places> (hewn a 
great livelinefs of imagination, as well as good feofe, 
jttfi obfervation^ and fine morals. 

The fecopd paragraph of the comment upon the 
fifteenth epiflle brought tears to my eyes. The 
exeicife of all moral duties is pieafant. What a 
mortification then moft it be, to be debarred from 
one of the moft p)eafing» filial afieAion; as it has 
both nature and religion on it's fide. 

I think, no man was ever born with more love of 
every kind in his conAitution, than I was ; and 
baviK^ the ooUffiBii^f it itsitfirrqpted thus, upon ii*s 
firft jcufrent, I haw ofteo togged a cat for a whole 
d^y, rather than fufTer any part of my naitiral fond- 
nth to ber loft. 7 fal«» with feme oibcr difappotnt- 
ixients, and dircouragfrmienta wbich 1 met with, as 
Xaduajaccd into ii^ is tli» reiiiba wrhy my focial 
a^.Q ions, are naprs. general than pariScular ; and 
indeed^ I do not know a man who loves human 
nature, mor^e, or individuala lefs $ it was this turn 
of mind which made me reverfe Pope's fimilc, after 
the manner I hinted at in a late letter. Love, like 
a Piver, left to it's natural progrefion, flows con* 
ftantly within it's own cbaanei; but when it'» 
GOUffe is oppofed, it recoils upon itfelf for a time, 
Cweilso'er jt*s banks, atiddiiFufes tt*8 waters impar- 
tially on every fide. 

The paraphrafe ijpop the fixteenth epiftle is a 
Jery good one : it is a method the commentator 
frequeotly makes ufeof in this work, and 1 think it 
/]u^^?^ manner of clearing up an obfcare text. I 
*ha" introduce a paraphrafe of my own, upon the 
n Wcr given by Socrates to the prefenis and genC' 
c^j^'^^^ations feot him by Archelaus king of Ma- 
ft a^"' ^'^ words are only thefe : ** I will not go to 
''^f^p who is able to give me more than 1 am 

♦• able 
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<* able to pay." I tboaght this an£wer too laconick* 
and taking a liberty with the context of his life and 
difcourfes, I wrote the following letter} .from the 
whole pharadVer. 

^< 1 will not accept from any man more than I 
*^ can return ; for the fruits of the underftandiag 
*' are the gifts of the rpir4t, and are not to, be bar- 
^* tered. You may aflc me then, why I will not 
.*« afibrd them to you gratis ? bccaufe they need 
•* the affiftance of phUofophy moft, who are in mi* 
** fery and want ; while thof45 who feci na other 
•* want are perhaps infenfible of ^his. You indeed 
*• fciem to require that aid from. me, by your offers j 
** bu^ fuch con(cidu8 humility rather fiiroves' tlut 
<*. you efleem it's VAJMey than that you need .4t*s 
*• help. If you are ypt to learn jny fcience,, fludj 
** It m.y<wr awn hearty for I. pxafefi not 10 tcadi 
^ tb^rqbtlltlc.s of the fjihopls/^ ' . - \ 

,. Tl?p. qccafipti <?f tny wrjCmg^.Oiis letter . WJifv j(w>m 
am^thocf, liia^ealway^ihade ufc of, vp^a rjeVdU 
iqg any extraordinary .paftage of a j^reat man*s li,&» 
J immediately lay down the book, fupjpofe. myfclf 
in fhe f^me circumfiance, or fituatlQAj, and^ m^di* 
tate for fome time upon the generbfity of ihs 
aclion, or noblenefs of the fentiment, wbicb I 
.fliould, or ought to4iave ufed, upon (uch oa:aik)ni 
This would be a goddl method for preceptors to 

Eifq in' the education of their young men;, for w^ 
earn every thing by firft pretending Co it, *iill cufj 
(om has fixed the habit/ 

•Adieu I 
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LETTER CLXVI. 

Dctr Harry, 

T AM vslRIj delighted to (Sod yoa fb heartily ea- 
gaged with Plioy and his tran/lacor ; as I dare 
venture to pronounce them better company than 
any your country affords. The fentiment you men- 
tion on gratitude, is both juft and elegant : and, 
iince we are on this fubjeft, I /ball mention a doubt, 

that has fometimes perplexed me Is it pride, or 

want of gratitude, that renders the receiving fa- 
vours painful, and takes from us the po\yer of mak- 
ing acknowledgments, at a time when our hearts 
are filled with diem ? 

The notion of every individual's having a parti- 
cular quota of love, is a thought, I would gladly 
Indulge ; as it firengthens an opinion I am vaflly 
fond of; that we cannot love, to any great degree 
of paffion, more than once i for though death, or 
the unkindnefs of the perfon belov'd, may quench 
the flame, it will never burn with the lame bright- 
nefsfor another; the ftrengtfa and fpirit mutt be 
exfaaufted, and the remembrance of what we felt 
from the firft, muft be the chief fupport of a fecond 
paffion. 

' You win, perhaps, think I (hould fupprefs thefe 
fentiments, as they cannot be very pleafing to me, 
who have given my whole (lock of love to one who 
owns the tendernefs and fervency of a prior attach- 
pient: But though confiddred m this light, they 
may give fome little nneafinefsy I muft obferve, they 
are fometimes of the greateft ufe to me. When my 
heart overflows with that genuine tendernefs which 
cannot be felt for a fecond objeft, while I look on 
you with delight, and Hear you with rapture ; yet 
find you cold and unheedful of me : I then recol- 
*cct, that it IS not in your power^ were I infinitely 

more 
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more amiable, to return my love; my refent- 
ment grows cool, my jealoofy vanifhes, and I 
only, to myfelfy plain the misfortune of not having 

made the firft impreflion on your heart. But 

while I mention this altay to your love, be aflTured 
it is none to mine \ for, could I, at this moment, 
recall my afTedion,^! would *^ be frank and give it 
** thee again." 

I very fincerely lament our being debarred the 
indulgence of one of the mod pleadog duties of 
life i you cannot have fo high a notion of it a^ I» 
becaufe { for fome time experienced the pleafure of 
loving a parent. From the lofs of that happinefs, 
I have marked a vifible declenfion in my under* 
(landing t There vras no longer any perfon that 
received delight from its improvement ; I became 
indolent in thofe purfuits, which, while pomted 
out by a fond father, it was my utmoft with to at- 
tain. 'You, in fome degree, fupplied the lofs ; but 
the fear of not being able to render myfelf agreeable 
to yon, greatly damped the effeds of my ftrongeft 
defire. Befides, there has been fo much pertur- 
bation in my regard for you» fo many doubts, 
fears, and reftntments, as took up too much of 
my thoughts to leave me the power of attending 
to any thing elfe. Perhaps, by adopting the opi- 
nion of a fond father, I over rate the powers oj^ 
my own underftanding ; they may, for ought I 
know, be improved to the utmoft they are capable 
of; and I am often angry with myfelf, when I find 
my grief for his death mixed with a felfifh concern 
for my not being as amiable as I think he would, 
had he lived a few years longer, have made me. 

I have ijot any kind df idea, th^ the difappoint- 
ments we meet from any individual^ (hould increafe 
our love for tSe generality of human kind : on the 
contrary, I think if fuch a portion of love, like 
iife^ be taken from us, it muft reduce the Remain- 

4 der 
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der to a more fcanty pattero* Nor can I allow 
your reverfing Pope's fimile ; for I am very ceriaia 
that a maa, who does not love Tomebody, cannot 
■ love every body. Jfl«r's of the river I will ac- 
knowledge juft ; for love, obftruAed in its proper 
channel > will fwell of courfe ; but inflead of en« 
riching and refrefhiog the foil through which it 

paffes, it will deftroy and lay it warfl.e ** o'er- 

*< leap all bonnds, and bear ev'n life away." 

I have, fdr the prefent^ loft a very great pleafnre 
by not faaviiQg Pliny by me ; but while I receive 
your letters, I (hall not regret his ; and whenever 
I meet with them, I ihall «ead them with more 
pleafure and attention than I fhould otherwife have 
done, for the fake of my dear hypercritick. 

I told you in my laft, that I have not been at 
the Rock thefe ten days : I cannot think of leaving 
Kitty while /he Aays, and the weather fcems to 
favour my defign ; for it is by no means fit for 
bathing. I am concerned for the harveft in ge- 
nera], but more particularly for your's. I cannot 
yet begin at the outermoft circle, but I hope I 
ihall jeach it at laft. In the mean time» I grudge 
the few hours of fair weather we have here, and I 
wifh-I could tranfmit them to«,ypu; but alas I as 
Cloten in Cymbeline fays, ^' I candoi lap the fuo: 
V in a blanket, nor clap the moon in my pocket." 
I think Socrates was in the right when be refufed 
to receive favours he was incapable of returfting. 
But notwithlVanding your paraphraie, Iild^k on 
that man who refufes to communicate' the fruits of 
the underflandingias tbe-worA of mifers, and more 
^o be condemned than even the wretch who hoards, 
the^ fhining mammon, while his fellqw greatqre 
peri (hes for want. For the perfon who is pofiedfed* 
efT ^^^ S*^*^ ^^ fortune, may look on them as- the 
•* "^j ^I/^% ^^° induftry, and, like Sir Balaam, 
fall Ofed's .good prwidcnce a lucky hit i" but 

he 
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he who is bicfled with aoy fuperiority of under- 
flunding, muft efteem it the immediate gift of 
God, who doubtlefs indulged him that fWour, as 
much for the emolument of others as hiovTelf. 
How then can he who hides his talent in a napkin 
account for it to the immediate donor, or to thofe 
who have a right to expert) but do not reap any 
benefit from it? — This leads me to mention what 
I have often wondered at, why you, who have 
certainly talents to execute, have never fet about 
any publick work, which at once might be ufeful 
and tranfmit your name to pofterity ! You cannot 
complain of wantingOeifure— 'indeed I think- your 
indolence in this, uopardonabie. 

Lady L- -s face okeiidfi daily, and your 

own ^ eye quite well-^Whcn will yoo fee it i or 
when (hall It fee you ? 

Adieu,, my love, my life, my firft, my imly ever 
new delight, adieu ! 

FRANCES. 



I 



LETTER CLXVII, 
Dear Fanny, 

I 

HAVE not heard from you thcfc three polts, 
and feel fuch an ankwardnefs about me as a 
perfon dees, when the faltHc i« not returned. 
However, this ihaU not difcourage me from paying 
my debts; and I will go on* to give you in quantity, 
what my letters fall (hort of yours in quafity. 

I have fiotihed half my harveft, hay and barley ; 
and when my wheat aad oats are up, I (hall ride 

poft to C , to meet Lady O and you 

there, to xeap tlie ripe barvelt of wit, fenfe, and 

* A letter ii loft, which this paiTage alludes to, where 
file had complained of an inflammation in her eye. 

philofophtc 
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pbtloCbphic leifure; though I can expert to be but 
a giiatur there. 

1 he making nfe of that expreflion gives me an 
occafion of obferving to yon, that the pleafanteft 
part of the harveft has always been to me, when 
the ftacks are Bniftied, and the leafers are fuffered 
to come into the field ; which they do with a loud 
cry of joy, difperfe themfelvesover the furrows, 
and pick up very often as much corn, unavoidably 
fcattered by the reapers firft, then the binders, 
and /lackers, as will give each of them bread 
enough for a week; What a plcafure did it give 
me, late in the evening, to fit at my window, and 
fee them marching down my avenue, loaded with 
the gifts of Providence, like *' Birnam wood moy- 
*• ing to Dunfinane." I call this the gift of pro- 
vtdtme^ becaufe what thefe poor wretches gain, I 
could not fave; and they but vindicate their har- 
veft from the birds of the air, who will, however, 
find a gleaning after them too. For want of con- 
fidering the matter in this proper light, my uncle 
was thrown into a fit of the gout at that fcene, 
which gave me fach a fiow of pleafure as ftream'd 
out at my eyes. Now I know him to be as cha- 
ritable a. man as I am myfelf ; but upon this and 
many other occafions I have remarked, between 
two men of equal intrinfick virtue, .the advantages 
which a certain accidental caft, or what we may 
call a lucky turn of mind, (hall often give one over 
the other. In the inftance we are upon, though I 
gave no more a£iual alms than he, yet I may boaft 
a fort of paflive charity from the benevolent fatif- 
fa61ion I felt in the mere contemplation upon the 
beneficence of Providence. As the leafers were 
iinging under their loads down the avenue, I cried 
out to myfelf in a fort of rapture, with an allufion 
to a note of Lord Orrery's in the fourteenth epiftic 
of the fecond book, « Thefc arc the Sophoclecs, 

" thefc 
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' thefe the Laudicaeni, for a man of fenfe, virtue^ 
•* or religion !** It is upoathe bafis of charity that 
It raifed the " Monumentum are perennius." 
There go the hiftorians who (hall record your 
fame, when the fculptor's chiflel, or the poet's pea 
ihall have loft their credit. What humble pride, 
what mean ambition then, to be anxious for a 
name raifed upon (lighter materials than thefe! 
a great man*s fame I confider as I do money, which 
has no value in itfelf, but what it receives from 
the confent of the people; and is no farther ufefut 

than as it negociates things of real worth But 

the js^ood man's chara6ler is like the commodities of 
trafBck, which would preferve their intrinfic value 
though there were no fuch things as counters to 
negociate them* 

Adieu ? 



LETTER CLXVIII. 
FRANCES to HENRY. 

V4[ Y letters muft certainly have mifcarriied, for I 
^ ^ did not omit one of the pofts you mention. 

The transport you cxprefs at being inftrumental 
to the happinefs of your fellow- creatures, is ihc 
higheft feeling of the human mind ; it is at once 
the flrongeft mark of the divinity, and the nobleft 
and mod grateful facrifice we can n»ke to Ivim 
who gives us all, and ** in whom we live, aod 
♦* move, and have our being." That heart-felt 
|oy which arifes from having done ao humane, or 
generous aft, is doubtlefs preferable to the gijdy 
▼anity of publick pratfe, which k too often be- 
llowed on the unworthy; yet I am far from con- 
^temning a defire of honeft fame; for ! fear, that 
without a ieofe of weU earned praife, the mod 
* Vol. I. N ' virtuous 
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virtooos among us v^ould grow hogpid ia. the 

"wortbieff purfuits However, it h cerudaly the 

^(t itfclf, and not the applaufe thar atceoda it^ 
which gives real fatisf«£Uoa Co every maaof. £safe 
and virioci. 

I almoft envy the pleafure which the cotmtrf 
affords to a perfoa like you, who coDfiders every 

- circumftaoce aod ob}c& in a pbiiofophick light ; 
every animal, infeiE^, tree, plant, or flower, caa 
furni(h you with a much higher eatertaicimeQt thaa 
what is ufually found io drums, routs, balls, or 
afTcmblies. . 1 cannot, on this occaiion, forbear to 
mention a fear I have been Ibme time poflefied 
with, that by indulging this very abftra£kd* way 
cf thinking, you will acquire a contempt and dit- 
guft for the converfation of all, who are not bleft 
with the fame happy turn of mind. If this fliould 
happen, that abundance of love, which «you fay is 
a part of yourcoQniiution.would be confined in a 
very narrow com pafs ; nay, I am nauch afraid , it would 
revert entirely on yourfelf ; for I know few people, 
if any, who are at prefent capable of affording yoa 
any kind of delight from their company; and 
ihould you go on^ tncreafing the refinement of 
your own taAe^ you will of courie fiad a fironger 
xiiflike to that of others ; yoa^ will then be, with 
regard to the world, in the fame fituation as mine, 
when in a vifiting room alone, among a croud of 
people, for whofe underftaadings and maimers I 
have perhaps a.fovereign contemfit — while they 
ar€ more than even with me, and conftrue my 
fileoce aod re&rvid behaviour into ilupidity bo^ 

ill br ceding. 

i« is Jikely you may think tbiscompariloB^aia; 
^*^ •'"y honour i did not aoean to draw any 
^hi* ^^^w^B^een our uoderfiaa<&igs, but only «o 

'**^» «3iat my kmmkiigt of yoa has lesdeml 

the 
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the geoerality of the world very iofipiito me;, and 

00 eonverfatioB agreeable bat ypurs. I coofefi, I 
am forry on this account; bat not for this reafoa 
only, that I am for the moft part deprived of your 
company ; and even whea I enjoy it, I am in con- 
tinual afprehcnftoa that miae is not elegaat enough 
to pleafe or entertain you. 

You may judge by the i>umberle& bk>t« and in** 
terlineations, that I hardly know what I am doing. 

1 think I had better lay down the pen than perfift 
in writing nonfenfe^ which I muft neceflarily do 
from the noife around me, unlefs I were deaf. 

You will, I dare fay, acknowledge, when yon 
have got all my letters from the pod, that the 
compliment you pay me would be much more 
juflly returned by, than addrefled to, me; but if 
I do not fpeak my thoughts of your letters, it is 
becaufe I know no expreffion flrong enough to de-* 
fcribe the elegance of them, nor the pleafur^ 
which they give me. 

I have heard (though not from herfelf) that 
Lady O ■ intends going to England next 

month, to ftay there two years : judge my €on*« 
cern, and yet I muft fupprefe it. Lady L ' 

IS Biucti better, but Dodor Barry will not let her 
Air till (he is quite well. In the mean time my 
impatience increafes hourly to fee my dear Harry ; 
to walk with him, and talk to him, without wait* 
ing whole weeks for a reply. Such happy days 
we have once known, tell me, my Harry, whea 
will they return. 

Kitty does not leave us till Monday; when (he 
goes, I (hall bid adieu to every thing that has the 
air of gaiety, and apply myfelf dofely to the pur- 
fuit of health and philofophy. I fear I have neg* 
leded Madam Hygeia too long, to expeSt (he will 
quickly revlltc oei but for wifiJoOj ^ Sae ilandt 
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«< lo the ftreet, and is found of all them that feek 
«* her/' If I am fortunate enough to engage thefe 
ladies company, I Ihali wUh for no other, but 
your's/ 

«* N6r fortune's gem, ambition's plume, 
«* Nor Cytherea's (hort-liv'd bloom, 
•* Be objeAs of my prayV ! &c/* 

I am, faithfully and affefiionately. 

Tour's, 

FRANCES. 



"STAe End of the First Y o l v m ». 
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